
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Zoning Plan 2003 (the new Zoning Plan) for the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park comes into effect on 1 July 2004. This means new rules apply to shipping in the
Marine Park.

Definition of a ‘ship’
The definition of a ship has been amended for the purposes of the new Zoning Plan. A vessel is now
considered to be a ‘ship’ if it is:

• 50 metres or more in overall length
• an oil tanker (within the meaning given by the Protocol of 1978 relating to the International Convention
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973), regardless of its length

• a chemical carrier or liquefied gas carrier, regardless of its length
• a ship to which the Irradiated Nuclear Fuel (INF) Code applies, regardless of its length
• a vessel that is adapted to carry oil or chemicals in bulk in cargo spaces
• a vessel engaged in towing or pushing another vessel or vessels (if any of the above applies) to the
towed or pushed vessel, or where the total length of the tow, from the stern of the towing vessel to 
the after end of the tow, is greater than 150 metres.

The definition of ship does not include:
• a vessel of the Defence Force
• a vessel of the armed service of another country, if the vessel is in Australian waters with the consent
of Australia

• a super-yacht (that is, a vessel more than 50 metres in overall length used for private recreational 
activities).

The overall length of a vessel is 110% of the length as shown on the vessels load-line certification. If
the overall length cannot be worked out using the load-line certification, the length is taken to be the
distance between:

(a) a vertical line passing through a point
that is the foremost part of the stem; and

(b) a vertical line passing through a point
that is the aftermost part of the stern.

Transiting the Great Barrier Reef
When transiting the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park,
ships may only navigate within the Designated
Shipping Area and the General Use Zone. The
Designated Shipping Area has been placed to
minimise the impact on the shipping industry whilst
having regard for Australias international obligations.
The Designated Shipping Area takes into account past and forecast vessel usage patterns in the inner
and outer shipping routes, existing recommended tracks, and proposed new routes.

Ship operators require a permit from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) to navigate
outside the General Use Zone or Designated Shipping Area. Fines of up to A$1.1 million apply for
operating a ship in a zone other than the General Use Zone or the Designated Shipping Area without
the written permission of the GBRMPA.

In an emergency
A ship may enter any zone of the Marine Park in an emergency, for any of the following purposes:

• to investigate and respond to an emergency alert
• to save human life or avoid the risk of injury to a person
• to locate or secure the safety of an aircraft, vessel or structure that is, or may be, endangered 
by stress of weather or by navigational or operational hazards.

• to carry out emergency repairs to a navigational aid
• to deal with a threat of pollution to the marine environment under a Commonwealth law or a 
national emergency response arrangement in which the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
participates

• under Commonwealth law, to remove or salvage a vessel or an aircraft, or a section of a vessel 
or aircraft, or other wreck, that is wrecked, stranded, sunk or abandoned and poses a threat to 
the marine environment or safety.

Further, a ship may use or enter any zone of the Marine Park without permission, but after 
notification to the GBRMPA and subject to any directions given by the GBRMPA, for any of the
following purposes:

• to salvage a ship or other property that is wrecked, stranded, sunk or abandoned
• otherwise than in an emergency, to remove or salvage a vessel or an aircraft or other wreck that
is wrecked, stranded, sunk or abandoned

• to construct, operate or service navigational aids, and their ancillary buildings and works that are
authorised under a law of the Commonwealth or Queensland, including the operations of vessels
for these purposes

• to undertake defence activities that would otherwise require a permission
• to undertake government geodetic surveys, government bathymetric surveys or similar government
surveys

• to undertake urgent maintenance or works on essential services
• to deal with certain types of emergencies.

The new Zoning Plan also allows the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority to designate Special
Management Areas in the event of an emergency to promote improved management of, and rapid
response to, maritime incidents and vessel salvage.

The new Zoning Plan
The implementation of the new Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Zoning Plan 2003 provides protection
to the different ecosystems that form the Great Barrier Reef by increasing the area of the Marine
National Park Zone (’no-take’ areas) from just 4.6% to about a third of the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park.
The Plan brings increased protection for the animals, plants and habitats of the Great Barrier Reef
while still allowing for activities such as shipping, diving, boating and fishing to continue in most of
the Marine Park.

Where to get zoning maps and other information about shipping
New zoning maps, the new Zoning Plan and its associated regulations are available on the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority website at www.gbrmpa.gov.au.

Maps of the Designated Shipping Area and Marine Park zones at 1:250,000 scale are also available
in hard copy. Copies may be obtained from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority by phoning
freecall 1800 990 177.

Zoning maps, electronic navigational products and other information are also available from Community
Access Points located along the coast of the Great Barrier Reef, such as navigational centres and
offices of the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service.

Inside this information sheet is a map depicting the Designated Shipping Area for the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park. This map is a guide only and should not be used for navigational purposes.

Shipping in the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park

Further information:
Further shipping information is also available in the:
- Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act 1975
- Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Regulations 1983
- Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Zoning Plan 2003
Copies of these are available at www.gbrmpa.gov.au
or by contacting the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
on 07 4750 0700 or email info@gbrmpa.gov.au
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 THIS MAP IS INDICATIVE ONLY.
  Derived from information or materials produced by:
    Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
    Queensland Department of Natural Resources & Mines
    Geoscience Australia, National Mapping Division
    Royal Australian Navy, Hydrographic Office
    Royal Automobile Club of Queensland
    Times Books (Great Britain)
    Royal Navy (Great Britain)
    Environmental Systems Research Institute (USA)

  Map projection: Unprojected geographic coordinates
  Horizontal datum: Geocentric Datum of Australia, 1994
  Bathymetric contours: Depths in metres
  Names are not necessarily authoritative.
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Designated Shipping Areas within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park


