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Shipping in the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Zoning Plan 2003 (the new Zoning Plan) for the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park comes into effect on 1 July 2004. This means new rules apply to shipping in the
Marine Park.

Definition of a ‘ship’
The definition of a ship has been amended for the purposes of the new Zoning Plan. A vessel is now
considered to be a ‘ship’ if it is:

* 50 metres or more in overall length

* an oil tanker (within the meaning given by the Protocol of 1978 relating to the International Convention
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973), regardless of its length

» a chemical carrier or liquefied gas carrier, regardless of its length
« a ship to which the Irradiated Nuclear Fuel (INF) Code applies, regardless of its length
* a vessel that is adapted to carry oil or chemicals in bulk in cargo spaces
* a vessel engaged in towing or pushing another vessel or vessels (if any of the above applies) to the
towed or pushed vessel, or where the total length of the tow, from the stern of the towing vessel to
the after end of the tow, is greater than 150 metres.
The definition of ship does not include:
* a vessel of the Defence Force
» a vessel of the armed service of another country, if the vessel is in Australian waters with the consent
of Australia
e a super-yacht (that is, a vessel more than 50 metres in overall length used for private recreational
activities).
The overall length of a vessel is 110% of the length as shown on the vessels load-line certification. If
the overall length cannot be worked out using the load-line certification, the length is taken to be th
distance between: |
(a) a vertical line passing through a point
that is the foremost part of the stem; and
(b) a vertical line passing through a point
that is the aftermost part of the stern.

Transiting the Great Barrier Reef

When transiting the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park,
ships may only navigate within the Designated
Shipping Area and the General Use Zone. The
Designated Shipping Area has been placed to
minimise the impact on the shipping industry whilst
having regard for Australias international obligations.
The Designated Shipping Area takes into account past and forecast vessel usage patterns in the inner
and outer shipping routes, existing recommended tracks, and proposed new routes.

Ship operators require a permit from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) to navigate
outside the General Use Zone or Designated Shipping Area. Fines of up to A$1.1 million apply for
operating a ship in a zone other than the General Use Zone or the Designated Shipping Area without
the written permission of the GBRMPA.
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Designated Shipping Areas within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
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