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. Mr. Mlnlster, Ladles and Gentlemen, S L RV

1‘yToday ls a most. xmportant occa510n for Jamnies Cook Unlver51ty
’flrstly, because it marks the openlng of thls Workshop and
‘secondly, because it was on the 20th of Aprll 1970 that
Her Majesty, Queen Ellzabeth II gave assent, in person, to
the James Cook Unlver51ty '0of North Queensland Act thereby
_establlshlng the Unlver51ty.h o ‘
The c01nC1dence of the openlng of this Workshop w1th the il»f C
' UnlverSLty ] elghth annlversary gives' me ‘the opportunlty to :
. review the progress that we have made and to pornt out the
»szgnlflcance of marlne science -in thls progress. ‘

) ¥ , R ‘ ' I TR D L
‘First I must go back to 1964, when.the:UniVersity was the |
‘UnlverSLty College of Townsv1lle.‘ I make reference to the"i ,
'report of the "Martln Committee" or to give the full title, T"ﬁ,fl
' "The Report of the Commlttee on the Future of Tertlary f 3‘;f?ﬁ': JH
‘Educatlon in Australla ‘and I_shall quote a sentence from the ,‘,uﬁ
'wsectlon deallng w1th the TownSV1lle development-” Coe fjjﬂ

The. Commzttee belteves that the TownsszZe Unzverscty
CoZZege; because of’ its Zocatzon in the tropzcs and ‘ﬂfn}m
 because of zts proxmmzty to the Great Barrzer Reef, has -

“"unzque opportunztzes to deveZop studies in the speczaZ “ﬁlf

| problems of tropmcal areas, for exampZe, PR marzne SC%ane
1The general pOlle guldellnes set down in the Martln Report L
hywere included’ in the recommendatlons of ‘the Australlan "f o
: Unlver31tres Comm1551on for the 1967 69 and 1970-72 trlennla;'

‘hand looklng back I think we can say with some confldence that
‘we have achleved the objectlves set down in those guldellnes._ﬂﬁﬁf




Our prime objective has been to make James Cook University a
centre of teaching and research in a wide range of tropically
oriented disciplines. We can, to some extent, measure our
success in terms of the increasing activity in hosting and
organising workshops and seminars in those disciplines. Today's
Workshop is a most significant addition. We have just completed
a Seminar on Natural Disaster and Community Welfare held first
in Townsville, then in Mackay and next month it will be
repeated in Cairns. Later this year we will sponsor a Seminar
on Cyclones and Storm Surges and next year, in conjunction with
the Australian Development Assistance Bureau, we will hold an
International Seminar on Tropical Animal Production. Thus

James Cook University can rightfully claim to be a centre of
research and teaching in Tropical Science and Technology.

In the field of Marine Science this was the first University
to establish a Chair and Department of Marine Biology. We
were intimately involved in the planning and establlshment of
" the Australlan Tnstitute of Marine chepce, a deveTODment of
which as a nation we can be justly proud I pay tribute to the
Foundatlon Director of the Institute, Dr.Malvern "Red"
Gllmartln for guiding the Institute through the dlfflcult
formative years. The completion of the excellent laboratory
facilities and the near completion of the Institute's 24 metre
Research Vessel must be a scurce of great satisfaction to him.
I am sure you will be most impressed with what you see at
Cape Ferguson when you visit the Institute's laboratory
complex on Saturday morning.

There is no doubt that the funding of Marine Science in
Australia has,until quite recently, been'sadly neglected.

It is only in the last decade that major advances have been
made and I cite as examples the increased emphasis given by
universities, the establishment of AIMS and the establishment
of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority with its
headquarters here in Townsville. It must not be forgotten

however that there has been, for many years, a dedicated group

i

of concerned marine scientists which-has campaigned tirelessly
for an expansion of effort and funding for marine science

research.
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I refer of course to the’ Great Barrler Reef Commlttee and many L

-of the workshop part1c1pants here today are members of that f‘”
iCommlttee either personally or by . 1nst1tutlonal membershlp
5.These members will know only too well of the struggles and

achlevements of the Commlttee and I have no doubt that the recent

progress I have outllned 1s due in no small measure to 1ts
ded;cated work. '

}l One of. the Commlttee s major achlevements was the establlshment
4-of the Heron Island Research Statlon.L It was for many years the

only research statlon on or adjacent to the Barrler Reef. It is -

only recently that other: statlons have appeared = the Unlver51ty

of Sydney s at One Tree Island and in the far northern reglon, ':ﬁ

fthe Australlan Museum's leard Island Statlon. SIt is with

. pride and. pleasure that I can now announce that James Cook
Unlver51ty is in a p051tlon to make its contrlbutlon to the ‘
‘development of off-shore research statlons. Negotlatlons have»h
}been successfully concluded for the acquisition of a’ Spec1al
.Lease ‘at Ploneer Bay, - rpheus Island whare the James Cook

[

Un1versrty Marlne Research Station will be establlshed.li"y‘b SIS

This Station w1ll prov1de staff and students with: easy access
rto an - lsland w1th remarkably rich frlnglng reefs and ' in’ close )
prox1m1ty to the main Barrler Reefs. It ls ldeally located to

complement the other research stations belng at the mld-p01nt fV |
between leard Island to the north and ‘Heron Island to.: the g fﬁ“”

south The new statlon will lncrease 'still further thelg
|capac1ty of James Cook Unlver51ty to glve spec1al emphasrs to
'pthe teaching and research of marine’ sc1ence. More 1mportantly
it will prov1de an addltlonal fac1llty to marine sc1entlsts:lf
" generally and I see its role as being complementary to,*and

o
. '

.supportlve of, the ex13t1ng Barrler Reef research statlons.w

‘Mr. Mlnlster, this Wbrkshop 1s the flrst of a series to be‘f*“ygf‘"

sponsored by the Great Barrler ‘Reef Marlne Park Authorlty ‘
and w1ll be a reference p01nt for those seeklng 1nformatlon:'"'
about or conductlng research lnto problems of conservatlon

‘and management of the Great Barrler ‘Reef), matters Wthh have

1I

'ﬂ»become so much more urgent w1th the announcement of the proposed\ﬂ*

1200 mlle zone. SR ‘_ . o @j_" ] 'W[‘ o “w’, e
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I commend the Authority for its initiative and, in welcoming
the participants, and especially in welcoming you, Mr. Minister,
I express to you all the hope that this Workshop will prove
to be a stimulating, rewarding and thought-provoking experience.
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" OPENING SPEECH BY THE HON. RAY GROOM .. ' :
| MINISTER FOR . . 0 o i
 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING & . . . 0 =
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT -~ .l i o
The MiniStéf;'Hoﬁ.*Réy‘Gr§0m: Professor Back, Dr Béké#,f ‘ _ | f i{
" Mr Mayor, Members of the Authority and Consultative Committee,
ladies and gentleman.” I'd like to add my own welcome on TR
behalf of the Commonwealth and to say how much ‘we 'appreciate ' '
. your ;ttendance'at‘this_Wotkshop:today; cn Tl R
" “One of the Authority's firstldécisionSQHWés'to'dé&i&egthatwv_j‘ig

its headquarters should be here:in Townsville. =T think et
today's gathering indicates the wisdom of that initial - "'«
" decision because, of the participants here at the workshop,
over a third are scientists living in Townsville and I'm ,

" told about half are based in North Queemsland. =~ . :

~This is my first chancelsince becoming a Minister to come
to Townsville; though I 'must say l've been here three or | :
four times previously Mr Mayor, and have enjoyed myself very’ . :
‘much. Later today, we're going on to Cairms to visit Greem' . - -
Island before visiting Lizard Island to see the Research - . RS
'Station there. I must say I'm.very pleased this programme o
has' been arranged for this time of the year, its becoming
rather cool down in :asmaniawat the ‘moment. ' SR
. Green Island is perhaps the most popular tourist attraction i
" on the entire Reef. It serves to remind us of how important, ' .= i -
it is that Australian and overseas visitors can see’such beauti- b
ful, unique and characteristic places 1like Green Island., . =~ 4 ool
The Authority, as.you know; is concerned to make such visits, - .
- 'brief as they often are, as rich and as rewarding as possible. . MY
. The impact of something like 180,000 visitors a,kyear oma ' R
small cay and reef like Green Island presents many serious ¢ . =
management problems, and so tourism in ‘the northern sector’ . '/ .
of the Reef is one.of the matters that I understand you'll = - .

 be_lobking at very. carefully during this workshop'. '

' The workshop represents a significant step in the Gieat7Bafrief}“;,jf
' Reef Marine Park Authority's progress towards planning'for - & . 7. &
the conservation of the Great Barrier Reef and indicates.one . " | "¢

. of the ways in which this challenging task is being .tackled.  , : = -
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I'd like to take a few moments to give you an idea of how

the workshop fits into the overall work programme of the
Authority, and to very briefly review some of the activities

of the Authority in the past year and a half. Of course a
great deal of work does lie ahead of us before the complexities
of the Reef system can be fully understood and the effects of
human use of the Reef area identified and monitored.

Authority staff have been developing techniques in association
with other scientists which will permit reefs to be described
as rich, varied and beautiful; or damaged, under pressure

and in need of protection. Detailed survey and mapping pro-
grammes are already in progress. A broad programme of socio-
economic studies will also gather information about such
things as recreation, tourism, the fishing industry and the
associated infra-structure in coastal centres. The results
of all the studies carried out by the Authority will form

the basis of a number of reports recommending the declaration
of parts of the Marine Park. The first report dealing with
the Capricorn and the Bunker Group of reefs has already been
prepared and it's anticipated that this area before too long

might be declared as the Capricornia section of the Marine Park.

The declaration of course is only one step along the road to
rational reef management. After declaration the Authority

- will prepare zoning-and-management plans; this- will-include

discussion of altermative approaches with the local people
who know and use the reefs, scientists working in the area,
conservationists and others living in various parts of
Australia who are concerned for the proper management of the
Reef. The Authority will not only call for formal submissions,
but will also be involved in a quite extensive informal public
participation programme. Information will be available in the
main coastal centres of Queensland and in all State capitals,
and that's seen as a most important part of the informal
public participation programme. A mobile planning office and
information centre will take the plans to the people of
Rockhampton, Gladstone and Bundaberg and will ensure that

t@ey have adequate opportunities to express their particular
views.

A draft zoning plan which will take account of all submissions
and comments will then be prepared. This plan will be.
exhibited for a further period of public evaluation and

again further submissions will be sought.




' Public participation and co-operative planning: have become / ' -
father fashionable terms .in recent years, but I think it .is. . -
fair to say: that both are probably still more honoured in- | .~
.. the breach than in the observance. Steps are being taken
in this case to ensure that this will not be true of'the approac
‘taken by the Authority. The Authority will combine tigorous ;'
scientific ‘appraisal of the reefs and of the many uses of '
. the area, thorough discussion with State Government bodies;

w\;and free and open public debate. 'This should lead to general ..

h'
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‘' dgreement about the best ways of managing' the Reef so that - = ..

it is protected, and continues. to serve the needs of mot
- only present generatioms, but also future gene;atibﬁs; o
The gathering of data is the first step in this process and =
underpins all later activities. 'That, of course, is what this
.particular workshop is concerned with. The northern sector .
of the Great Barrier Reef is one of the great wilderness )
areas of this country, wild, remote and rarely visited ‘even
by scientists. It is radically different from the Capricornia -

"area, which is in comparison, very much used, accessible and - i

“which has already been intemsively studied. Early declaration
and protection of the northern reefs will keep our options

‘open .for the future, so that environmental quality should notfl'; ‘
Research in other areas | ' |

be gradually eroded or compromised. ,
will indicate what levels of use are compatible with long ' ...
term conservation; future increases in use will then be able . -
. to proceed rationally. Planning for the care of the Great '
. Barrier Reef must not become a rearguard action, attempting
" to keep up with events, but rather a thorough systematic -

- process of investigation and consultation leading to timely"‘";v'gqlﬁ

~ decisions which will be supported by the total community.. .,

VI‘would'hopevthat during the next financial year the Authorityﬂsﬂfﬁﬁ“”

- staff numbers will increase to meet those demands and. lessen ' . .+ 5

_ the:burden upon those involved. The heavy demands placed on "
"such a small group of people will intensify as successive. '
areas of the Reef come under examination and investigation. | |

Until recently, the Acting Chairman of the Authority was .| . -

. Dr Don McMichael, who many of you would know,lhaslhad~a‘l¢ngj';  Q‘

 association with the Great Barrier Reef. Dr McMichael was -,
recently appointed the Secretary of the Department of Home Aff
~and his place on the Authority has been taken on an acting .

basis by Mr Horry Higgs, who many of you would know. (Mr Higgs H

'is the Acting Director of Environment in my Department at ' =
the present time.) As the planning process gathers momentum,
 the job obviously will require the attention of a full time . :

" Chairman, and I again would expect to make an appointment .=~
of a full time Chairman at some stage later in the year. .. .-
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in officially opening this workshop. .

As well as establishing close relationships with the Australian

Institute of Marine Science and the James Cook University,
the Authority has been co-operating with the Queensland
Fisheries Service, Queensland National Parks and Wildlife
Service and with a number of other Queensland Government
agencies. For instance, a recent survey of the Fisheries
Service has established the extent of the Crown of Thorns
starfish in the Swain Reefs area.

From the point of view of my Government, we see this as a
joint enterprise with the Queensland Government and with the
agencies of that Govermment. Later this year, the Authority
and the Queensland Department of Tourist Services hope to
hold a joint workshop on tourism in the region. I regard
these co-operative activities as an essential contribution
to the proper management of the Great Barrier Reef Region.

I am delighted to welcome to this workshop so many scientists;
officers from other Departments, both State Departments and
Federal Departments; representatives of the Torres Strait
pilots; representatives of the Aboriginal communities in

the area and some of the boat owners who make other people's
expeditions to the northern part of the Reef possible. I
trust that everyone involved has a pleasant time and a most
rewarding experience. With those words I have much pleasure



