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Checklist of corals from the Daintree Reefs

J.E.N. Veroh

Australian Institute of Marine Science

Summary

141 species of scleractinian corals, belonging to more than 50 genera, were recorded from the
Daintree reefs during a 3 day study in November, 1985. Of these species, Alveopora gigas, A.marionen-
sis and Psammocora sp. have not previously been recorded from the Gieat Barrier Reef. The absence
of any previous record of Alveopora gigas from any eastern Australian community except the Daintree
reefs is extraordinary since the species forms conspicuous colonies with large and very distinctive

polyps.

Species List
Acanthastrea echinata ..................cueiiiiiiiiinian.. rare, recorded from Ayling alone
ACrOPOTA ACUIEUS .. ... ... e rare
ACropora GRROCEICIS ... .ot e rare, difficult to recognize
Acroporabrueggemanni ...... ... ... i e very common and widespread
ACroporacerealis ........... ... ..ot uncommon
Acroporacytherea ........... ... ... ... i patchy
Acroporadanai  ............ .. in one area only
Acropora divaricata ............. ... common, most colonies purple
Acropora donei ...... E patchy
Acroporaelseyi . ...... ... ... patchy, abundant at one site
Acropora formosa  .............. e e et e, patchy
ACroporagrandis ............. ... rare or very patchy
ACropora RUMIlis . ... ... e uncommon
ACropora Ryacintius ... ... ... ciuu ettt ettt s uncommon
ACTOPOTAKITSIYAE ... v et e e e rare
Acropora latistella ........ ... ... ... s patchy
Acroporamicroclados ........... ... e i uncommon
Acroporamicrophythalma .................ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. very common in some area
Acroporamillepora ............... ... uncommon; distinct salmon pink
ACTOPOTARASULA . ...\ttt ettt et e et et et ettt patchy
Acroporapalifera .......... ... very common
ACTOPOra PaniCuUl@ta .. ... ... ... ... ... ittt e rare
Acropora samoensis ............. et e e ettt e, common
Acroporaselago .................. ... . .ccciiiiiii.. e e, patchy or uncommon
Acroporasubulata .............. ... . .. Very common
ACroporatenuis .......... ... ... .. .. common, very distinct
ACTOPOrasp. ... e very common, widespread
Acroporavalida .......... ... ... ... .., very common in shallow water
ACroporavaughani ........... ... ... ..iuiii patchy
" Acropora willisae ................ e common in shallow water
Alveroporagigas .................. 0. common, not previously recorded ineastern Australia

Alveoporamarionensis ............................... common, not previously known from GBR
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Astreopora myriophythalma .................... e e e ...rare
Barabattoia amicorum ............. Ceeiieeiteiisiieeteane ... .. uncommon, similar to Favia
Blastomussa wellsi ...... R et e e, R RS ¢ (]
Caulastrea furcata ............... e e ettt rare
Coeloserismayeri ................... e, s «eve.......identified by Ayling
Coscinareae columna . ..... et e, . . very common, widespread
Cyphastrea microphthalma ............ R et . common, big knobby colonies
Cyphastrea serailia ........ G PRPRPRPRPRRR ¢ ) 1111 1)
Duncanopssamia axifuga ..................... e e Ceereessssee... .. UDCOMMON
Echinophylliaaspera ................ et reeeere i, . . very common, widespread
Echinophora gemmacea .......... ittt teet st eretaaseas ... COMMON
Echinopora horrida . .. .. e e e verevnen... .. rare, identified by Ayling
Echinopora lamellosa . ..... ettt veveeees....very common, widespread
Euphyllia ancora .......... e reiieieeaea e «++v......uncommon, very distinctive
Euphyllia alabrescens . ......... s e et . ... uncommon, very distinctive
Faviafavus ......... ceeeen. e e e, R 03 111 1103
Favia lizardensis ........... e R e e . . uncommon, large colonies
Faviapallida .......................... e Cheeteiieieiieaaas .. ... COMMON
Faviaspeciosa ...............ccccuun. e e e S £
Favigveroni ................. e e “eteeren.....uncommon, distinctive
Favitesabdita ............... R R e e +eev... . lNCOMMoON
Favites complanata . ...... R e Ceiiriasetiesiereaieeasee ... .. UNCOMmon or patchy
Favites fleawosa ........... e R DI €1 4
Favites halicora ......... et ettt e eaese. .. UDCOMMON
Favitespentagona ...................... e teietriieiseietiaes e ee. .. VETY COMMON
Favitesrusselli .......... e e, et P 1 { -
Fungia fungites ............... et e e . +.. ... VETY COMImMon
Fungia paumotensis ........... et e ceieesise.. ... COMmMON
Fungiarepanda ................................ et eeeeateereieseiea s ay, .. VETY COMMON
Fungia simplex ............ e et ceereseteseenaee. ... UNCOMMON
Fungiavalida .............. PR U PAPPRPMPRP o/ ¢ 11 11141

‘Galaxea astreata . .. ... R e Ceeetetritteeenoe. ... COMMON

Galaxea fascicularis ................ Cereeeens et Ceteiiriieiieease.... COMMON
Goniastrea australensis ..... e e R +«.....very common, very large colonies
Goniastrea favulus ............... e ettt e, teeess. ... UNCOMMON
Goniastrea palauensis ............. e e e Ceereiieiaseee.. .. COMmMON
Goniastrea pectinata . ...... e ettt et eieiiceieaseesee ... UDCOMMON
Goniastrea retiformis .............. e e M 03 11111011
Gonioporacolumna ..................... e veivereevsee.... common; large oral cones
Goniopora djiboutensis .................. e ciiesesiesiiene.......common; flat sheets
Gonioporalobata .................... fr et e Certereieseeisess .., COMMON
Gonioporaminor ................... e e, e cevieeen. ... patchy
Goniopora stokesi ............. e e N . rare, identified by Ayling
Goniopora stutchburyi ............. e ceeens et aieaa . uncommon
Goniopora tenuidens ... ...... e e, B, . common as large colonies
Heliofaugia actiniformis . ......... ... ciiiuiiiieninineaisesereeeaneeseessessnsesen.... T
Herpolitha limas .......... e e e e common in some areas
Hydnaphoraexesa ......... et St eeererieriiiiaeeeiieaaess ... VETY COMMON
Hydnophorapilosa ............. e e e NS -1 (5
Leptastrea pruinosa .......... e Cereireiecieeas. ... COMMON
Leptastrea purpurea .. ....... et i e «e.e.... COmMmon
Leptoriaphrygia ......... BN ceeees e PR <) (5
Leptoseris mycetoseoides ....................... e, M 12X 24 13
Lobophyllia hemprichii ............. e, e R ......common or patchy
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Merulingaampliata ...................... e e et VEry common
Montastrea curta ...... e, e e e i uncommon
Montastrea magnistellata ........................... e e R rare
Montipora aequituberculata ............... ceeiea e . ... common, small colonies
Montipora crassituberculata ............................. e e uncommon
Montipora foliosa .........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiin... e e uncommon, small colonies
Montiporagrisea ............ e et e R probably rare
Montipora hispida . ............ ettt very common
Montipora Roffmeisteri ........ ... i i i e e uncommon, cryptic
Montipora informis ............. e R e e e e rare
Montiporanodosa ...........c.ouuiiiiiiiii ittt i i it i et a e eae. ... COMMODN
Montipora spumosa . ....... e e, NP e e . . uncommon
Montipora stellata . ........ e, e e . very common, widespread
Montiporaundata ......................... e e ceens ce+eev... .. Uncommon
Montipora verrucosa ............... e e e, uncommon
Moseleya latistellata . . ................... e e e -
Mycedium elephantotus ... .... e, e e identified by Ayling
Qulophylliacrispa ................. e, ... .identified by Ayling
Oxypora lacera ....... e e e e et very common
Pachyserisrugosa .......... e e e common at one site only
Pachyseris speciosa ................ 000, et . VETy cOmmon
Pavonacactus ..................... e et rare, Ayling identified
Pavonia varians . ....... e e e s e e uncommon
Pavonavenosa ................. ... iiiiiin... e e s very common
Pectinia lactuca ............. e e e . . . very common, widespread
Platygyra daedalea . .................. e e e .. common
Platygyra lamellina ........ e e e e e uncommon
Platygyrapini ...... ..., O O common
Platygyra sinensis .......................... e e common
Platygyraverweyi ........... ettt e, uncertain identification; rare
Plerogyra sinuosa .......... et B, e i i ...rare
Pocillopora damicomis ..... e e e e common
Podobacia CruStAce@ . .............v.ineiiiuin et eieit it raerieiiateitniaseneassses, . COMMON
Polyphyllia talpina . ... ... ... .. ettt ittt et ettt e, common
Poritesannae ................. et et common
Porites lichen ................. s e ... .common, lacks distinct coloration
Porites lutea ..... e Cheeeeaas e e e very common,; large colonies
Poritesmayeri .................ciiiiiitiiiiintetesse... ... cOmmon; colonies become columnar
Psammocoracontigua ........... e e e, e e ... patchy
Fsammocora profundacella .......... R e et . uncommon
Psammocora superficialis ..... e e ceen .. ... patchy; unusually large colonies
Psammocorasp. ........... e e e common,; upright flattened branches
Psuedosiderastrea tayamai . . .... e e e e uncommon, distinctive
Sandalolith@robusta . ........ ... ...c.uutiin ittt e uncommon
Seriatopora Rystrix ... .. ... .. . common in isolated patches
Stylocoeniella guentheri . ................cc.c.ciiiiiieiiii i, uncommon, cryptic
Stylophora pistillata . ................ et common; forms unusually fine branches
Symphyilia agaricia . . ... e e e e e et rare
Turbinaria bifrons ................... i R . uncommon
Turbinaria conspicua ........... e e et e e et e e
Turbinaria mesentering ..................... e the most common Turbinaria
Turbinariapatula ......... e e et e e ....rare
Turbinaria peltata . ........ e e e e .. patchy

Turbinaria reniformis .............c.cccoviviiennnaan... e et common




