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SUMMARY

A glossary of generally accepted coral reef geomorphological
nomenclature has yet to be developed for reef features on the Great
Barrier Reef (GBR). A survey of GBR literature for trends in usage
of terms describing surface reef covers and zonation allows a
proposal for geomorphological nomenclature. Such a nomenclature is
needed for the 1labelling and comparison of Landsat and aerial
photograph interpretation maps of coral reefs of the GBR.

The various coral reef geomorphological terms used by scientists in
published 1literature on the GBR are researched. The terms are then
assessed for their appropriateness to different scales of mapping
until a term is selected for the nomenclature. A full listing of the
literature is included. '

Illustrations of the coral reef features or zones proposed for the
nomenclature are generally not given here, but are listed in
Technical Memorandum TM-7, "Reef cover and zonation classification
system for wuse with remotely sensed Great Barrier Reef data". As a
secondary reference document, this paper has subsidiary relevance to
data collection operations.

This work draws heavily on the research for, and content of,
Kuchler’s "Geomorphological separability, Landsat MSS and aerial
photographic data: Heron Island Reef, Great Barrier Reef,
Australia", (1984). Two of the Figures referred to here may be found"
in Kuchler, 1984.
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