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drheme Kellleher I 1, ,' ,,:,’
Chairman, Great BarrierReef  Marine Park Authority

Welcome. For  some o f  you  i t  i s  the  f i rs t  t ime you have  attended
a workshop sponsored by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority.

Others may have attended one of our previous workshops on Coral
Trout Assessment Techniques, Cyclone Winifred, Contaminants, and
Fringing Reefs. Of importance too will be our next workshop: on
Innovative Planning and Management in July 1988.

‘These workshops have,an  important  ro le  in  ass is t ing  the  Author i ty ,
to carry out its function of managing the Marine Park. Workshops
are a mechanism for experts to work together to ensure that:

a’11  avai lab le  in format ion  can  be  ident i f ied  and
assessed, and

areas  requir ing  further  research  are  ident i f ied .

A GBRMPA management objective is .to maintain the.natural
qual i t ies  o f  the  reef  whi le  a l lowing reasonable  use .

This workshop is being held in response to higher than average
levels of phosphorus and nitrogen in some areas of the GBRMP.
The sources of these nutrients are probably sewage outfalls  and
mainland run-off.

The  natural  qual i t ies  o f  the  Reef  are  a f fected  by  nutr ients . For /
example we know that most corals cannotsurvive chronic enhanced
nutr ient  leve ls . Ef fects  on  other  b iota , such  a,s  crown of  thorns
starf ish  are  not  c lear . Ef fects  o f  enhanced  nutr ient  leve ls  and ‘:
subsequent eutrophication in fresh and estuarine waters are
w i d e l y  k n o w n ,

As managers, the  Author i ty  must  know the  sources  ,and ef fects  of
nutr ients  to  just i fy  any  regulat ion . We aim to minimise
regulat ions  cons istent  with  maintaining  the  ,quality  of  reef
r e s o u r c e s .

The Contaminants Workshop in 1984 focused on heavy metals,
hydrocarbons, PCBs  and other  organo-chlor ines . It was concluded
that  the’,levels  were so low as to’be bare ly  measurable . It was :

, sugge ,sted  at  that  Workshop that  nutr ients  or  sediments ,  pr imari ly
from mainland sources were more likely to have  a greater ‘impact
on the Reef and should be a resear’ch  pr,iority. Subsequent
researych  sponsored  by  the’Authority, and data from monitoring of
sewage outfalls  indicate  that  leve ls  o f  nutr ients  ,in  some
localised  areas are high and increasing.

This  workshop has  been organised  to  f i rs t ,  g ive  you a l l  an ‘, ,
opportunity to put forward any information and views that you may
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have about this matter and second, to have you focus (through
working groups)  on the  matter  at  a  reef  wide  level  and also  for
two locations: the Whitsunday Islands and Green Island.

The object ives  o f  the  workshop are :

To  rev iew br ie f ly , and assess the status of knowledge
concerning nutrients in the Great Barrier Reef Region
and re lated  research,  in  part icular :

i) types and sources of nutrients
i i ) the effects of enhanced nutrient levels on GBR

biota  and other  cora l  ree f  b iota
i i i ) baseline and enhanced levels in inshore waters

of the GBR Region.

To identify information gaps in our knowledge of
nutrients in the GBR.

To determine whether there should be concern about
the  leve ls  o f  nutr ients  in  the  Great  Barr ier  Reef
Region.

If concern is warranted, to  determine  a  strategy  for ,
and components of a management program that could
include monitor ing  leve ls  and e f fects  o f  nutr ients
at specific sites and over the whole GBR Region.

To  determine  the  feas ib i l i ty  o f  es tab l i sh ing  a
permiss ib le  level  o f  nutr ients  in  waste  d ischarge  and

P---c:-oas-tal run-of-f--i-n-to---t-he-Great Barrier Reef Marine - -
Park.

To review and advise on waste disposal practices and
permitted act iv i t ies .

To determine any other management implications.

We in  the  Author i ty  great ly  apprec iate  your  part i c ipat ion  in  th is
workshop. Please  help  us  to  focus  on  the  part icular  i ssues  that
are  ident i f ied  in  the  above  ob ject ives .
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