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Executive summary

As part of the social research prograhthe Geat Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority need

was identified to gather information about the state of the Great Barrier Reef in th8 past

years. While scientific data has been collected since the inception of the Authority in the 1970s
and by the Austiian Institute of Marine Science at around the same time, scientific data is less
available for earlier decades. Social information about how communities interacted and engaged
with the Great Barrier Reef over time is rare. Of particular interest is Foenttironment and
community have changed over time. While scientific knowledge provides valuable insights into
the present condition and causes of environmental change and the processes by which it occurs,
it often lacks a historical dimension.

To this enl, a series of oral history interviews were conducted witlo&al residents along the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park coast who had a strong connection with the Great Barrier Reef.
Participants included a range of experiences and backgrounds includingy divmmercial and
recreational fishers, shell collectors, boaties, tourism operators and technical professionals.
Interviews were transcribed and coded into a series of themes relating to the Reef, some of
which emerged iteratively as analysis progressed

Results

There were four main themes that were explored in this report: reef change; activity
change; community perspectives; and place.

Reef change histories related early bounty, which declined with increasing commercial activity.
Where this was redated, stocks of these species were perceived to be regenerating.

Changes in activity on the Great Barrier Reef were triggered by decreased fish stocks and
increases in technology so that commercial industries remained viable and recreational activities
remained interesting. Recreationally, there was a shift to sports fishingacatoblease

fishing, bigger boats and diving. Recreational shell collecting has shifted in emphasis to be

more sustainable and has been limited in recent years becaudeaiaes in availability and

on the number of shells allowed to be taken from the Marine Park. Tourism has shifted from
smallscale demandriven local operations, to new markets, sophisticated targeting of product,
larger operations, creating experienaad building infrastructure such as an artificial reef or

coral viewing platforms.

Community perspectives reflected the substantial population growth in most local areas and a
shift from subsistence lifestyle to a more affluent one. In earlier days pemmye relied on fish

as a major source of food, while now fishing is more a recreational sport for many people. In the
1960s there emerged a whole raft of interest clubs, such as for shell collecting, diving and
fishing. This coincided with more spare &rand provided a way of sharing limited resources

such as boats to provide access to the Reef. This pattern continues today but membership has
declined in many of these clubs as people are able to afford their own equipment and boats.

The fourth theme expred stories and recollections that were unique to each geographical
region of the Great Barrier Reef Catchment Atka:far northand the Capehe nortlern
region,central region andouthern region. See Figure 1 for details of the regions. Residents o
the far northreferred to their home with familiarity and it was a connection between place and
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people that was very stronghe far northwas seen as a safe haven or wonderland, providing a
source of safety, beauty and adventure.

The nortlern region ®ries were characterised by a love of the place, a sense of belonging and
of community. Fish supported the family and life was harthéncentrategion, recollections
focused most specifically on working hard and long hours, especially with respect to
commercial and survival fishing and tourism. It was importathiéncentrategion to provide

high quality service in touris@nd thisincreased over the |1a50 years.

The soutlern region had the strongest focus on childhood activities on theTResfouthern
region had an attraction that pulled people back again and again throughout thelihkves.
southern region also had scientific themes, including mapping, classification and research.
There was, too, the thrill of attracting and catching fighictv went handn-hand with
protecting the Reef and its fish populations.

Analysis

Across the four themes discussed in this report, three major stories are played out in the
recollectionsThe first is availability and regulation. The second story relatedttivity,
community and tradition. The third story common throughout the report is that of work and
livelihood. These are explored more fully in the body of the report.

Rather than providing support for the theory of shiftiagadines determining pple's

perceptions of the Reef, | ocal resident sé memor
Reef (such as for commercial or recreational purposes) than by which decade they happened to

be introduced to the Reef for the first time.

The strength of gualitative study such as this is in its ability to develop an understanding of

what particular people believe happened at part
stories will have more factual accuracy than others. So many stories from soaoatey p

provide layers of stories that agree with each other. Where they differ, however, it is important

that these stories are seen as a way of representing diversity of opinion.

Future directions

In the future, there needs to be an integration of egistirentific knowledge with oral history
information to extend the time perspective of scientific knowledge and to identify subject areas
for scientific data in the future. The information gained by this Reef Recollections oral history
project is a rich sarce of data that can be used to explain and predict community responses to
and maximise the effectiveness of management decisions.
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Background

TheGreat Barrier Reef Marine Park Author{@BRMPA) provides sound, just and receptive
management of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and World Heritage Area by:

e Protecting the natural values of the Marine Park and World Heritage Area and
effectively managing use practices which threaten the nataitss

e Providing for a diverse range of use opportunities consistent with World Heritage
obligations, nature conservation, cultural and heritage values

e Managing impacts of use to maintain nature conservation, cultural heritage use and
community values

e Maintaining and enhancing diverse use which provides for the aspirations of reef users,
Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders, residents and the global community

e Providing publications and information about the Marine Park in a form suitable for and
accesible to our clients

« Disseminating research information about the management, appreciation and biological
diversity of the Great Barrier Reef

e Providing high quality, timely, comprehensive advice to the Minister on marine
environmental policy and legislan, especially that which impacts on the management
of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area.

One of the strengths of @gencysuch as th6&BRMPA s that it combines operational

monitoring and regulation with the collection and collation of scientifita about the Great
Barrier ReefMarine Park and the people that use and inhabit the area around the Park. This
information is valuable to provide evidence to inform decisions about how to best manage the
Marine Park for the wise use, protection angbgment of it.

As part of the social research program in@®&RMPA, a need was identified to gather
information about the state of the Great Barrier Reef in theb@asars. While scientific data

has been collected since the inception of the Autharitile 1970s and by the Australian

Institute of Marine Science at around the same time, scientific data is less available for earlier
decades. In addition, social information about how communities interacted and engaged with
the Great Barrier Reef over tanis rare.

Of particular interest is the notion to explore how the environment and community have
changed over time. While scientific knowledge provides valuable insights into the present
condition and causes of environmental change and the processkgbytwccurs, it often
lacks a historical dimension.

Several interconnected projects are aimed at exploring this concept of changes over time, in

particular with respect to how scientific and social baselines of what the Reef was like have
shifedorcaknged over time. This concept is referred
part of the purpose of this study.

Recollections of locals can supplement both historical records and scientific understandings of
changing state, cause and procesagctoeve a more comprehensive picture of change over
time. A similar project was undertaken by Ruth Lane from the Australian National Museum.
Ruth explored the role of oral history in environmental management ifuthetRegion of

New South Wales. Her sy of historical waterways found thiatcal environmental

knowledge, collected as oral history, was an important source of information for understanding
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environmental history and the impact of changing patterns of land use (Lane 1997). Other

studies also ekcribe the benefits of multiple perspees in management that recognite

i mportance of O6community scienced (Robertson et
research into traditional knowledge as science or ethno biology (Medin & Atran 19G8ehla

1999, Robertson et al 2000).

In this document, a social research project was conducted to explore notions of shifting
baselines and changes in use of the Reef and the environment over time. The project aims are
provided in the next section and thte report is divided into four parts:
e Part one is a review of the literature associated with the use of social research and oral
history methods in natural resource management, particularly within the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park but also more broadtyexplores notions of memory and the
importance of collecting stories of the Reef to preserve its historical value and for the
Authority to remain conreted with community priorities.
e The second part is the method, which explores and explains moréhtufpyocedures
that were undertakeo tollect data for the project.
e The third part is the largest and presents qualitative data under a range of themes:
profiles of individuals within the Great Barrier Reef catchment area
changes to the Reef over time
changes in peopleds activities within the
community pespectives about the Reef
examination of changes in perception of the Reef in different regions within
Marine Park catchment area.
e The fourth part is a reflection abiothe data: a synthesis of the stories, themes and data
within the context of the Authorityds parti

O O 0O O O

In this final part of the report there is an exploration of the strengths and weaknesses of our

method for collectig stories and a discussion about the next steps or opportunities for future
work in light of the projectds ai ms. First, ho\
the project and these will be described in the next section.
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Project aims

The aim of this project was to describe environmental change and social and cultural change
through recollectionsf theGreat Barrier Reef
e To explore the concept of shifting baselines
e To explain how thé&reat Barrier Reef has changed over time
e To preserve and celebrate stories of local residents abo@t¢lae Barrier Reef
e To communicate and improve our undemsliag of theGreat Barrier Reéf s
environmental history.

The objectives were to:

1. Engage internal and external groups in planning this project and identify local
participants to promote engagement withGBRMPA

2. Undertake quality research that improves onderstanding ofth@r e at Barri er Ree
environmental history

3. Communicate the findings widely to increase understanding aftiteept of shifting
baselines

4. Communicate the project approach and results to highlight community contribution to
natural reource management.

Page [L3



Literature review for oral history

There is a growing body of knowledge that supports oral history as a valuable and necessary
part of understanding and reconstructing history. Increasingly, the value of oral history as
detailed loal knowledge is being included during scientific study (Lane 1997, Daley 2005,
Broderick 2007). The value of local knowledge cannot be overlooked when piecing together the
past of the Great Barrier Reef. In the next section, literature relating to whhaistoay is and

why it is important will be explored.

Why science alone is not adequate

In the case of the Great Barrier Reef, there is little historical documentation prior to the 1970s

about how the Reef was experienced by people, an evident gapknawledge base if we

seek to investigate the concept of shifting baselines. Shifting baselines explains the concept that

an individual é6s first observation of an enviror
form opinions of change. For exampderman who sees the Reef for the first time in a healthy

condition in the 1950s, might think it to be somewhat degraded now. His daughter might see the

Reef for the first time in the 2000s and coul d
theymay both note degradation and recovery, but it will be relative to their initial observations.

In contrast to historical documentatiatjencerefers to a system of acquiring knowledge based

on scientific method and to the organized body of knovdagéned through such researdth

there is no scientific knowledge recorded for a particular area or regarding particular

phenomena, then local knowledge is the sole source of information aboasthAgLane

(1997) seadjegtors bfdocal p@oplcan supplement both historical records and
scientific understandingso (1997:195) in terms
Due to the gaps in historical record and the narrow time scale of social scientific findings, oral

histories are needén the Reef Recollections project to create a coherent picture Gf ¢l

Barrier Reebver time.

Oral history is placed at the interface between science and people (Roberts & Sainty 2000) and
that is why such high profile international ecologicatuiments such as the International Panel

on Climate Change Reports and the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment use local knowledge to
strengthen their information gathering. This is particularly relevant for understanding the
evolution of humamatural systemand establishing baselines. Through collecting oral histories
we canrecogniseprevious states and patterns of change (Dovers 2000). According to Reid et al.
(2006), when recreating a picture of tyhe past,
it simplifies concepts to such a degree that it misses key connections. Secondly, it is generally
written for a small scientific elite which is often inaccessible to many and thirdly the scope is
limited to problems that are mathematical in nature.HeuytRobertson, Nichols, Horwitz et al.
(2000) argue that detailed observations of landscapes over a long period of time by non
scientists have as much rigour as other ecological knowledge.
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Why is oral history useful?

People accumulate knowledgerfraheir own experiences and from previous generations and
the process of memory is tied to life experience. This means memory is trained to remember
what is relevant to you, which makes memory more subjective but more detailed. This equally
applies to scistific enquiry where a chemist studies chemistry and a geologist studies geology.
Roberts and Sainty (2000) have found that if epeded questions are used and genuine

interest obtained, there was consistency in information provided across regionssarschgy

of people. Subjectivity, often equated to unreliability, is now considered to be valuable in
understanding the impact of humans on the environment (Lane 1997). This is for two reasons:
one, it is important to recognise the role locals have in ¢hgrtigeir environment. Secondly,
gathering stories can encourage an understandir
behaviours (Lane 1997). By appreciating people and their motivations, we can understand
previously common activities that may nowdmsidered damaging. Broderick (2007) also
states that plaekased communities may share common views, but may vary with ecosystem
differences and social interactions. Similarly, people who undertake the same activity (e.g.
fishers or divers) are likelytthink in similar ways.

Environmental perception and social conditions are-riated and affect each other. Social

conditions influence how the environment is perceived. For example a trawling community may

see large populations of prawns as healtthgreas a tourism destination values vibrant coral

assemblages higher. In turn, place affects identity in that sometimes people can label themselves

and others with terms that relate to place, S U (
0 Gl adst on 2085 éploreb this ideg further in a study about how values impact on

perceptions of past environmental changes and attitudes towards future changes. For example,

fishers may not admit a decline in fish stocks because it is closely tied to their lidslituod

they cannot imagine Great Barrier Reefithout fish. In fact, the way people view the

environment influences how they will act within it (Broderick 2007).

What does oral history do?

Oral history illuminates aspects of the past that are accessilgl¢hrough memory rather than
through published material (Slaughter, 2006). This is especially true where it is difficult to
collect information found in historical documents and papers due to the large are&odahe

Barrier Reefand scarcity of datbefore the establishment of the Marine Park 30 years ago.

Although oral histories of the Great Barrier Reef include some quantities of catch or prices of
fish, most stories are vivid descriptions of the environment that can only be interpreted through
gualitative analysis. Qualitative research is seen as academic, interpretive and socially situated
inquiry (Daley 2005). Being specific about where people are talking about is repeatedly
mentioned as one of the biggest factors in portraying good qualaykoowledge. The spatial
location and social situation is precisely what makes the knowledge local, regional, or global.

As information goes from regional to local scale it becomes more informal (Reid et al 2006).

Across all scales, speech is the pipal way humans transfer information and is the best
process for conveying understanding according to Roberts and Sainty (2000).
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Methods for oral histories

Robertson1995) defines oral history adaperecorded interview in question andswer
formatthat is conducted by an intervieweho has some knowledgé the subject to be
discussed. This interview is undertakeith a knowledgeable interviewee speaking from
personal participation on subjects of historical interest, which is made accessihierto
researchers.

The quality of data (Roberts & Sainty 2000) is determined by a number of factors listed below.
The methods by which the Reef Recollections project met these factors are explained.
Time specific:Dates obtained where possible, if irubdbto the nearest decade.
Spatially explicit:place names clarified and locality of experience recorded on a map.
Type of informationobservations rather than opinion were guided.
Reliability: triangulation of stories sought through interviews of varioaals
Availability: information not available through other sources (these other sources were
obtained where possible).

e Novelty: no study of this nature has been carried out previously.

e Time effective oral history can only be obtained through interview
In order to maintain this rigour, Pawson and Dovers (2003) create a few guidelines. First, the
theoretical viewpoint and starting assumptions of the interviewer must be established (see also
Daley), detail must be paid to spatial scale and placemergdsons stated previously and that
the natural process of change tharth goes through is remembered.

Daley expands the methods for obtaining reliable and unbiased information. He highlights the

need to correlate the sources and stories for accuradhatrttie interviewer does not influence

the interview by imposing their own values. Lane (1997) reminds us the social context of

researcher is pertinent: for example if people fromGB&MPA are collecting the information,

the stories may be influenceddkoo me degree by the intervieweeds
GBRMPA and the government in general. Retdalalso note that the interviewee needs to

know who they are dispensing the information to and for what purpose. It is possible for a

skilled reseecher to reduce this influence by developing a good rapport, however, it is

important to recognise that the information collected through stories can never be considered

truly objective in any case.

When taking oral histories, another point to consideorting to Robertson (1995) is to keep

alert for potentially defaming opinions voiced by interviewees. In this case the interviewer can
edit to remove it. When peopleds stories incl
editing is a good idet summarise and capture key concepts in a clear way and is not seen to

distort the story.

Memory

This project relies on peoplebdbs memories and
Recollection can be defined in the literature as the intentiGeabiumemory (Jacoby, Toth &

Yonelinas 1993). There has been a large amount of literature within psychology, sociology,
anthropology and other social sciences examining the extent to which memory accurately

reflects actual eveniswhatis A r e a ledature i$ discussed abdve. In brief, memory varies

in accuracy depending on a range of factors including how long ago the event was (the more
recent, the better recall), the emotional connection to the event (negative events are remembered
more clearly thn positive events), the value of the memory for the individual (more meaningful

or personal events are remembered more clearly than less meaningful ones) and uniqueness (the
more unusual or unique the event, the better it is remembered). Recall caistbd bgs
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returning to an area after a period of separation, while if someone has lived in the area their
whole lives, specific and individual events are less distinct.

The purpose of collecting stories and recollections about the Great Barrier Rbéf fwpject

was to describe the social, cultural and environmental change over time of the Great Barrier

Reef. The stories people recollected were embedded in the culture of the place and time. People

were invited to recall stories that happened in diffepgaces and different decades. These

memories can be collated, compared and brought together to form a picture of how things have
changed. In particular, it is easy to highlight the changes in the way people describe their

activities (such as recollectis of whaling in the 1950s, saving the whales in the 1980s,

watching the whales in the 1990s). We can develop a picture of how the populations of sharks

have changed based on peoplebs descriptions of
Throughos er ving the differences in peoplebs storie
we can highlight cultural and social changes throughout the Great Barrier Reef.

The data is necessarily qualitative data: we did not aim to collect a representativeafample
stories from a randomly generated cohort of community members: rather, we aimed to collect
stories that reflected the richness and diversity of experiences. Are the stories accurate? They
are remembered by individuals with the perspective and pengoaiadl culture of that

individual. If we were to strip these personaligfated details out of a story we could do so,
with the aim of being more fAscientifico. But wt
information that may be seen as lessigdhden than the richer story, it would remove the

context and the life from the information. While nostalgia, or remembering things using the
rosecoloured lens of times gone by, is obviously a significant contributor to the way people
recollected thingsn this study we have respected the flavour of the stories and celebrated the
information as rich pieces of data. When two or more individuals describe events or situations
that are similar, that strengthens the reliability of the information. Havidgisat, the

participants in the study were aware that we were interested in information that was as accurate
as possible and we encouraged them to provide detail that might be validated with more
empirical data where this was available. Aristotle respaudory and recollection far more

than this, though
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Method

A literature review of oral history projects was conducted initially to assess the current
methodologies. Project scope and geographical areas of interest were establishedds meetin
with the Department of Anthropology, Archaeology and Sociology at James Cook University
(JCU). The research team decided on issues, topics and themes of research importance for the
GBRMPA Reef Recollectionencompasses research needs of botisBiRMPA and JCU,

including the honours thesis of one student. Ethics approval was gained for the study through
JCUprocess.

The GBRMPA scoped out local identities and relevant community groups that are prominent in

the communityGBRMPA invited these groups amiddividuals to attend community events in

11 regional centres. These events were a stage
Reef 0 with e &BRMPAtS fuldicise thencdnceptmfrshifting baselines to the

wider community. These publevents were gauged to draw a larger eeesgtion of the

community than was currently accessedaBRMPA.

Persons with particularly interesting stories of relevance or strong local history were approached
by the project team for idepth interviews, Wile other candidates were canvassed through
word-of-mouth. Semstructured interviews of approximately an hour were conducted @ith 5
participants and recorded with permission. Interviews were then transcribed, checked by the
interviewer, then validatedylihe interviewees and edited according to the wishes of the
participants. A participant matrix was created to assure a complete coverage of geographic area
and user group®(g.commercial fishers, divers, conservationists). Once all the transcripts were
revised, prevalent experience and themes were identified in each history. The interviews
averaged 51 minutes in lenghree Traditional Owners in the far northern region were
interviewed, as was one Torres Strait Islander and two Traditional Owneesdauthern

region. Due to events unrelated to the Reef Recollections oral history project, the two
Traditional Owners from the southern region withheld their permission to use their information

in the project.

Transcripts were then coded according torélevant themes and intanalysis reliability was
established to 8t 90 per centaccuracy. The excerpts and personal descriptions were
authorised for each case study. Qualitative analysis software (NVivo 7) was then used to query
the data according thé analysis framework (by time, region and theme). The analysis and
discussion of these queries follow. See Figure 2 for an overview of the method.

The researchers took an iterative approach to the selection of the analytical themes and topics
during anasis. An examination of initial themes prepared for the interviews (shifting baselines,
change of reef over time, lifestyle and practices, activities, positive and negative change,
protection, sustainable use, understanding and enjoyment of the Reefs siy@e/decade)

were the first step of the analysis. Then, based on the richness of comments on particular topics
across the set of interviews, additional themes were identified (community, technology, boats,
environment, facilities and government, Indiges, major events, equipment and technology,
recreational activities including swimming, shell collecting, fishing and crabbing, diving and
snorkelling) and commercial activitiéimcluding trawling, fishing, charter). This is a
methodological strength diie project as it allowed the emergence of information, determined

by the participants, rather than solely relying on the theoretical and methodological perspective
of thegovernmentbased researchers.
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The process we used for species identificationavaethodological weakness as it relied on
memory and knowledge of species rather than using a fish guide. Use of a fish guide could have
interrupted the flow of the interview, however we have lost some accuracy about the nature of
fish species as a result.

Figure 2: Overview of Reef Recollections Project Methodology
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Theme 1: People pofiles

The people who were invited to contribute their stories to the Reef Recollections Oral
History of the Great Barrier Reef project were selected because tthaytéeesting

stories, or people referred us to them becausédthay interesting lives. As a result,
every one of the people that recounted their stories was fascinating and unique. In this
section, a sample of these people are profiled so that ther et gain a deeper
understanding of some of their histories.

Geoff Breslin

Geoff Breslin was born in Gladstone i
1928 like his father before him. Geoff |
has lived there for his whole life, exce
for 13 years when he wasmaeat
inspector with the Deptanent of B
Primary Industries. When the
meatworks only had enough work for
two or three days
would go out fishing around the islanc
on the other days. Like a true
Gladstonian, Geoff said:

That 6s al l we d

After his main job as projectionist in
the 1940s went up in smoke (as the
Embassy Theatre burned to the grour
Geoff found employment as a cook at
Heron Island and fished on his days c

Geoffbés first experieneeghimut on the reef

What looked likéwo feet of water was actually eight or ten feet of water. We used to go
to the moorings40feet of water and see these big sharks lying there motionless you
know.

Closer to home, Geoff often fished off the meatworks wharf. He would use a cast net to
cath tailor and golden yorkie and, using a line, doggy mackdeetiescribes how
many fish there could be on any one day in the 1950s:

The meatworks wharf was absolutely teeming, most months of the year, with tailor and
gol den yor ki e. Tnorhabadimal Whemthey eame badk,dhey came

in at such a masséYoubd catch a doggy macke

get that bait.
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Even earlier, Geoff recalls his father tel!]l
that the locatesidents would have trouble getting their catch home in the times when
owning a car was rare. Some enterprising locals would help out:

éthose without the interest in fishing, the
the payment was half the catithdrive the [fishers] home after fishing.

Not shy of controversy, Geoff is well published in the local media and caused a stir
when he argued ®hat aspenehd @uedndamd coastd A
especially boats that anchored in the shoadsuding the seabed. Likewise, Geoff said

it was important to have areas of the Reef that are given a break from fishing and other
activity. He commented about the effects of doing that on fish populations:

Give it time to r epdotha byspeling¥mased[Chaarteonl y goi n
fishing operatorsh r e reporting now that theyb6re gett
that.

Over70years of fishing experience has taught Geoff many tricks and skills for catching
fish. His technique rested on eepe of advice he received many years ago and which he
was prepared to pass on to others:

A lady used to say the secret of fishing is to make the bait look for your fish, not the fish
look for your bait.

Mike Prior

Mike is a local councillor
in Yeppoon He was born
in Monto on a dairy farm
and moved to Yeppoon
with his family, where he
got a taste for the sea:

I was suddenly exposed
a totally new world that

I 6d never e
about. The reef to me we
a revel atio
that you are out ther
over 100 miles from
shore and dependent on
reef surrounding the boa
that you co Mike and his wife Margaret
at high tide to protect yot

from the elements.

Mike recalled the Reef:

It was mindblowing to me to see the diversity of @oshapes and forms and colours,
just incredible.
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In the 1950s Mike signed on as crew on the River Song and his job was to work the 14 foot
dieselpower ed small fishing boat, or dory. Toget he
spent much of his fishg time in the Swains, where there was little detail on maps about the
location of the reefs. As a result, Mike and Wally named many of the reefs in the Swains so that
they could fish safely and return to their favourite places. Some of these nhamestoeiagin
including Elusive, Trout, Return, Mystery Reefs and Perfect Lagoon. He describes haming one
reef:

That reef sticks in my memory because it was really remarkable the numbetrotibig

that | caught in the dory on that reef. | spent the mornitngas only a little reef and |

spent all morning working my way around the edge of the reef killing sharks trying to

get fish past them and | filled the pit up in the dory with predominanthydig, a

metre long, 15 pounds and more. So we called thaflaout Reef.

Originally a farmer, Mike could see parallels between his early work and his life as a

commercial fisher, because in both cases he was dependent on the weather and it was important
not to take the natural environment for granted. He haisad tespect for the breadth and depth

of skills required as fisherin the 1950sand1960s

You develop some sixth sense about where you are and your sense of direction and a

whole lot of stuff about the tide, the wind, the colour of the water, Baiffets

ingrained in you after a few years of doing it. People can survive howadays out there
without the skills we had é but you take th
theydre in troubl e.

Mi keds main catch was c¢ o bedandsizeooficoral moutdwhileke not ed
plentiful the first time they went to a reef, decreased noticeably over the time he fished on that

reef. One of the challenges he faced regularly was the race to lwifightin before a shark got

it:

| became sofrustat ed, b e cswveetipand théere cogle:be twa sharks

swi mming around behind the dory and they wo
theydédd be straight on to it. To the point t
mouthwideopn and | eft most of his top teeth emb:
mad. Sometimes if youdd managed to get a tr
around under water and theydédd race in and g

movi ng. theoprop gb raftle mttle, then the shark would come out shaking his
head.

Likewise another story Mike recalls is one that involved Wally Muller and a hammerhead
shark:
Wally had the pit nearly full of fish and the shark worked out that if he bumpbdahe
hard enough it would rock and some of the f
and then come back and bump again. So Wally started throwing his fish as far as he
could and that went on until he had no fish left. This 16 foot Hammerhead kepgcom
in and belting the dory. Eventually [a fisher from the main boat] came quickly and
assessed what was happening and he leaned over the side with a .303 and bang! No
more shark.

In the 1970s, Mike took a National Geographic Magazine team on a six wardrdhip along
the Great Barrier Reef where he realised how special the Swains and the Capricorn Bunker
wer e. He describes one experience in a cave at

l'tés just mind boggling. Theangngdffethetos of t he
and then coming up from the bottom and right in the back where the shelf met the

overhang was this huge blue angel fish, just sitting there. When we turned around,

framed in the opening was a big school of trevalley, just swimming past.
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When asked if anything has changed over time, Mike described his main concern for the Great
Barrier Reef, which relates to climate change. He says:

The reef is so vulnerable to relatively small temperature changes in the water. And the
other thing is tle accumulation of pesticides, fertilisers, weedicide, nutrients off the

mai nl and. Il dm not that sure that human bein
spearing fish or whatever, Il 6m not sure tha
compared withhe unnatural threats of what wedre do
pollution.

One role that Mike treasures is the development of the Capricorn Fisheries Advisory
Committee, one of the first praursors to th&BRMPA Local Marine Advisory Committees:

Back inthe 80s locally here there was a lot of conflict between professional fishermen

and the amateur fishing groups. We had a very astute local politician at the time who

called a public meeting to get people together to try and address the problems and get

pele talking. A committee was formed and | was elected to chair the group. | can

remember at our first meeting | laid down some pretty strict guidelines and said listen

you guys, the only way that this is going to work is if we all leave our personal lsarrow

at the door when we walk in. Wedre here col
felt we had contributed something and the fact that we survived as long as we did was

as much a tribute to the other people involved, not just to me.

Brian Fogarty

fthere i s one thing
fishing. Born on Thursday Island, growing u;
in Cairns and working out of Cooktown has
given Brian a constant seaside backdrop to
last 61 years.

Brian and his mates used to go diving off
Cairns in the 1970and it was through :
exploring the underwater world that he got t T . . \
idea of fishing. Back in those days you coult /{ , ‘ ' “ /: [l"‘,w.
buy fany old tub the g A/ ‘
and although licences were available they
were not required. Beyond that, it was the
lifestyle that drew Brian to life on the sea: thi
idea of a nindo-five job did not appeal:
I knew zilch about [commercial fishing] but
liked the idea of it and you could be your
own boss and you di
bucks to get into it.

Although Brian hasvorked on a few different boats over the years, he is now a mackerel line
fisher. After trying all the different fishing methods and gadgetry, he has chosen line fishing for
a reason. After gaining 30 years of experience, he says he has come full dislésinng like

they did 100 years ago, though this refers to technique more than technology. There are some
things which Brian cosiders essential now, like GPS:

€ you wouldnét even attempt to go fishing t
fud and your ti me. ltdé6d be |li ke going boxing
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But the technology is not the only thing to have changed in the commercial fishing industry in

Bri ands t i me the farnorterimGeeat\BarriceReehe lta$ seen a dratic drop

off in the number of trawlers in the area. Thirty years ago there were 14 to 20 working out of

Port Douglas and Cooktown, now there are two only working out of Port Douglas. On the other

hand, live trout fishing increased markedly in the 1988slting in far fewer mackerel fishers.

That s not a bad thing says Brian, because the
have.

One positive change Brian notes is the regulation of the industry, with the introduction of quota
licences and theoning. It means less pressure on the fishery. However, Brian thinks that it is a
shame he is not allowed to keep all his catch (he only has a licence toditlspecies, out of

the many species in the area) and he has to make sure every fishifieddantl accounted for.
Brian goes on to say that there is a harsh eye cast over the comfigreigyet a somewhat

blind eye turned to the recreational fishers.

Although this year is shaping up to be a brilliant mackerel season, hadywats inthe media
about how the commercial fishers are ruining@mneat Barrier Reef. He says with a wry smile:

Therebs a | ot of flack we get from people w
them, you know?

Brian has seen many cycles and shiftsr tlve years. He thinks there is seasonality to the

fishery, there are good years and bad years and catch cannot be attributed to just one thing such
as ring netters or El Nifio.

Brian knows what it takes to catch a fish and it has taken 30 years oftabedioadevelop those

skills to a point where he can tell if someone will be able to catch a fish just by driving past

them and seeing where they arehored relative to tide run:

é if 16d have had my knowledge then | <could

Ena Coucom

Ena Coucom was born in Sydney in 1930 and her family led a wandering life until the age of 14
when they settled in Yeppoon. Ena has lived in Yeppoon ever since and where all six of her

children stildl remai n.elofedthededy gpfriesdsvhoovasaf or s hel | s
naturalist. She recalls a time in the 1950s when she and her sister met this friend who:
éshowed us where the living cowries were ar

by their common names and things. Well, we hisdctise and we arranged them all
out and that was the beginning of our shell collection.

Shell collecting became a focus for family camping holidays and, later, camping trips with
friends. During her shell collecting days in the 1950s, 60s and beyondydtiga37 camping

trips to many different reefs in the Capricorn Bunker group. Travelling on a 12 foot tinnie, the
trips would last from 14 to 18 days. As they arrived at an island:

all the womenfol k would go ashotesi and wedd

that was one of our first jobs. Then when all the gear came ashore, the menfolk would
look for a place for a toilet and a shower.
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The campers grew in numbers until they had 26 friends and family camping in the same area.
They would collectisells at low tide and cook meals around that. Ena recalls her trips to Middle
Island with delight:

't was just magic, the shells wedd never se

In time, the interest in shells developed into the formation of a shelling club. Helsfiren
Yeppoon and other fishell peopleod started to me:e
in 1962 with the opening of the Yeppoon Shell Club.

While shell collecting was seen as a hobby rather than a business, Ena mentioned that people
wouldconre t o her house to buy or swap shells from
life made her aware of the value of her shell collection. In 1968 an elderly couple from South

Australia came to her house to look at the shells and they offered tcegeltidat to Ena in

exchange for market value of some shells:

éto us, it sounded I|i ke something out of tF
He said, right, well, put some values on the shells and write it down and then when

you get some more shesend them all down to us. We did and that's how we got our

boat, with shells, just common shells.

More recently, Shell World was opened and Enad:

exhibits. Ena now helps to run Shell World and continuegaseination and enthusiasm for
them.
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Jennifer Mondora

When you hear that Jennifer Mondora is in t
National Pioneer Womens Hall of Fame for
her promotion of women in recreational
fishing and, with her husband, has been
awarded the Ron Dempster Award for
fexceptional contrilt
Sportfishing in Quece
understand that Jennifer is more interested
fishing than your average recreational fishet
Jennifer was born in Eden on the New Sout
Wales south coast. She recailsraming off
the wharves with the sharks, diving under th
wharf for spent artillery shells and fishing in
the rockpools with her grandfather. When
Jennifer came to Cairns in the 1950s as a
twelve-yearold, she became a keen fisher a
diver.

The firstthing she bought with babysitting money as a teenager was a mask, snorkel and fins.
With these she spent a lot of time in and below the water. In th&dabs and early 1980s,
Jennifer used her snorkelling gear to find good fishing spots:

| used to getowed around behind the boat with a mask and snorkel on. | would identify
a fish spot, bang on the back of the boat to stop it and mark the spot with a water bottle
with sinkers. This was great for catching fingermark and to pick where good fishing
spotswere.

Jennifer was a founding member of the Cairns Rod and Reel Club, the Cairns Area Fish
Stocking Group and the Tableland Fish Stocking Society. She sees the role of recreational
fishers as caretakers of the environment for future use:

Maybe | am an apmist but | feethat the Ref will look after itself if fishing is not too
concentrated into specific chosen areas.

Jennifer was proud of her role in creating bag limits for competition fishing in all of the fishing
clubs she belonged to, especiallyo#tzer clubs have followed their lead. In the 1980s, three

prototype anchors designed to reduce anchor

doorstepo. Jennifer noted a huge reduction

They were a godsend as theyld be easily jiggled out of the reef proper if you
positioned your boat precisely above the anchor.

When asked what she thought had changed about the Great Barrier Reef over time, Jennifer
talked about the value of set reef moorings for big boats. &wided the way the restriction

in where the trawlers were allowed off the Cairns coast increased the populations of grunter
(fish) because the trawlers used to test their nets in the channel and lead area:

When trawlers first started there were huge ydapons of grunter. One year it was

perceived they took the whole grunter breeding population. We did not have grunter for
eight years.
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In recent times, Jennifer saw the populations of grunter improve. One of the most interesting
changes Jennifer iderigfl was the shifting attitude towards having small children in boats.

When she was just married in the early 1960s,
dager ous o t o t aekfeDespite thik, itheydooktreir ahildren aRd the childre

their friends out on their boats because they
and were strong swimmers. Things have changed in the last few years:

Now it is totally different. Parents of tiny babies lock the pram into the hdhéaamp

then pack the baby and the sunshade in and away they go to the islands. Sometimes they
have toddlers as well é they have a fish on
or blue rod pulls up a fish for much oohing and aahing.

In recent timesthough, Jennifer noted that boats are getting bigger to accommodate the
changing use because:

Parents find that the tinnie is most unsuitable for the kids to nap in and dangerous to
land fish in with the toddlers on the loose and the sides of the ti@low.

In keeping with her role as a fisher and as a caretaker of the Reef, Jennifer is concerned that
smaller fish, as they grow and move out to deeper water, need safe zones that are connected

from close inshore to much further out. Thisisimreli on t o ABent hic Bottomo

disappearing, she says and the need for artificial reefs between shoeefande placed in
rocky areas:

I f there isnbét a connection between the ar
live as medium or largfish, then there is a problem.

Jennifer continues to snorkel and to work through the fishing clubs to keep the Reef safe for
future generations of recreational fishers.

Margaret Thorsborne

Margaret Thorsborne was born in Brisba
in 1927 and lived irsouthport for many
years. After seeingfiend's photo of
Hinchinbrook Island, she and her husba
Arthur loaded up their small boat to camg
at Macushla Cove on Hinchinbrodkhey
were hooked immediately and after eight
yearsof visiting theisland, therhorsborne
decided to movaorthpermanentlynear
Cardwell Margaret describes their
motivation:

We just |l oved it wu
health was always better. He loved it.
used to come up before that in the schog
holidays. My husband was atder and
we would go and we
here. No matter what the tide or the

weather we would launch the boat and go over to Macushla and camp there.
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Margaret embarked upon many camping trips around the Hinchinbrook and Brook Islands. A
time went on however, she began to notice more people camping on these fragile areas and
lobbied for their protection. She explains:

Well it was just a beautiful, unspoiled place. Not many people around. If another boat
came to where we were campingt was quite a noveltyé

[Then there were] more people using them, more people coming to the islands. Then we
lobbied that there be no camping on the Brook Islands because the islands are too small
to take that sort of prNeansaraura haevobjectedite y 6 r e t

that because it hadn?otondwasrealyeoing it, sosmne | custo
was put out by stopping the camping. People aimed just to protect one little group of
i sl ands; that s not asking too much is it?

During her initial visit to the islands, shésa noticed some unusual birds:

That was where our interest in the Torres Strait pigeons started, because we knew

not hing about them when we ¢ ambenorthadd we wer e
we thought thereeemed to be quite a lot of these big black and white birds flying about

around the Brook.

To begin with at the suggestion of the Chief Fauna Officer ofDiepartment of Primary
Industries Margaret and Arthur began the yearly pigeon coBitsce thenMargarethas
attended the counts every year and has seen the near collapse and recovery ofati@pop
over the last 40 years:

The local people told us that the islands used to be white with pigeons, but now they
were just about shot out. We startbd counts in 1965, we saw a couple of thousand,

which seemed a lot to us, but it was nothing to what the numbers were in the earlier

days.

The next season we managed to stop another shoot, but the numbers were down to

1400é the countsbémhmavreaxlolny i murdhy tthleg Nat i or
now, but I go on counts and take part in themd Aaow the numbers are around

30 000, sometimes nearly 880.

Margaret describes the intrinsic value the Reef holds through the beauty of the creatures she

ob=erves, particularly the dugongs:
I think to see any of these creatures is a
rays; itbés | ovely to see them over at Ramsa
most beautiful, beautiful things. Well to segthing: to see dolphins; or to see a turtle
just lift its head out of the water and breathe and go down again; to see a dugong do
that and if youbére |l ucky you see its mer mai

[ W ebve seen them qui t ecausethereaesedgmsses out at
around there. Then we see them in front of Cardwell sometimes.

Although she claims no expertise in marine systems or animals her observations are spot on
when talking aboutlugong habitat and connectivity:

Well as you know tlyeneed the seagrasses. There are quite a few species of seagrass.

| think the corals are called the rainforests of the sea. Well the seagrasses are the
pastures of the sea. Theybére very importan
marine things theneed the shelter and the sustenance they can get from the seagrasses.
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Her passion for the environment saw Margaret take part in the protest over the clearing of the
mangroves at Oyster Point in her late 60s. She relates development to the heal@redthe
Barrier Reef:

[ M] embers of the public were present so tha
wedbd go every day to try and paveanmentt t he st
gave the developer@ermit to occupynd clear the mangrovewhich meant he could

remove people from the state marine park, s
So thereds a whole kilometre of Hinchinbroo

development, a kilometre of houses.

There would be thousands of tonnes of sand that wawiel been dumped in there to
make a beach. How far out that goes and wh
how good that would be for the Great Barrier Reef.

Margaret and Arthur turned their property into a fauna sanctuary and it is now classified as
National Park through their acts. Due to the dedicated years of conservation in the area, the
renowned Thorsborne Trail on Hinchinbrook Island is named after her late husband Arthur.

Tony Lee

Tony Lee led a sermomadic life until settling |
in Melbourne tostudy law at university. It was
here he met his wife Rosemary, who sharec
his dreams of life in the tropics. They first
moved to Townsville for work in 1973 and
found it green and lush after a good wet
season. He remembers everyone being
friendly, including the coast guards:

We went boating all around Magnetic Islar
on our little old inboard skboat and that
began our love of north Queensland.

Being keen snorkelers, Tony and his wife se
about exploring the reefs in the Townsville
regi on a nedrntthat the reeks| y
around were worth se
upgraded his boat to a-f@oter to
accommodate his new tropical lifestyle.

Tony says the offshore reefs such as John Br ewe
prolific, lotsandlotof f i sho in those days. A short while
group just north of Townville, a playground for people of Townsville with good boats in the

1970s. Tony regards the Palm reefs highly:

We got to know the reefs around there whichr e s pectacul ar and | te
on the seaward side of the i slands are stil
best reefs on the coast é

In 1974, Tony took a job in the wet tropics, settling a marital dispute on a small island off th

coast around Mission Beach. He recalls how the jetty was rickety, the seas were rough, it was
raining and how he was seasick. Yet despite all/l
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for all the beauty. Tony haRarad diayeso had hhe d alel:
vegetation, jungle islands and fringing reefshaf soutiPacific. And it was during this trifo
the wet tropics, he found it:

|l got back to Rosemary and | said this is f
want to le.

Instead of moving straight to Mission Beach, Tony and Rosemary started building their house

there while they still worked in Townsville. Although the financial situation was better in
Townsville they were pr eparligdfliféfurtber dodhr letheo al |t |
1980s they moad to Mission Beach permanently:

Here right today in 2008, if we go out to dinner, our concession to security is we leave

the TV on. We never | ose the car Wwstys becau
l ovely and that is a quality of Iife you ca
living.

Tonybés |l ove of the water continued in his new I

snorkelling around Dunk Island, Timana Island, Bieok Islands and other sand cays in the
bay. It was here Tony began a new hobby of spearfishing, coached by a friend. Killing was
never the thrill for Tony, he oplever caught enough for a feed:

It was being in their habitat that | loved. It was just swimming adowith them and
feeling part of them.

But | ife in Mission Beach wasnoét al l Aibeer and
recollects that there were between 12 and 14 banana prawn trawlers running off the beach each
night. The noise oftheengme and t he | ights would disturb ther

enough and Tony took Senator Hill to see the bay on a crystal morning. Tony painted a picture
of the beach littered with bycatch and the subsequent unhappy tourists. Shortly after, trawling in
Rockingham Bay was stopped. Tony now takes part in Seagrass Watch, monitoring the
regrowth of seagrass in the area:

My main thing is | d&d&m an optimisté maybe weo
think we should still try.

Tony Lee had always dreanhef diving around islands and reefs and after many years he is
now living his dream in Mission Beach.
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Tony Fontes

Tony Fontes is the chair of the Whitsunda
Local Marine Advisory Committee (LMAC]
and has 30 years of diving experience. He
lefttheUn t ed St ates fiac
instructor | ooking
and after a year following the best dive sit
he could find in National Geographic
Magazines, he came to the Whitsundays.
Airlie Beach reminded him of his home
town in California20 years earlier and so h
settled, bought a dive business. After he s
the business in 1993, Tony trained divers
the Whitsundays and around Australia for
many years.

Tonyods first trip to the Reef \Wathedivingfwas gett abl ¢
spectacular:

It left at 630 in the morning, took about a good four or five hours to get out to Bait
Reef, there was no place to sit, nothing inside, you just sort of sat on the edge of the
boat.

| was at the top of the anchor line andduld see the divers against the reef wall
probably 15 or 20 metres away and just this vastness of coral and fish and everything
youdd expect to see on a reef.

Although he loved running dive trips in the Whitsundays, Tony found he was having an impact
on his favourite dive sites. In particular, the main area he dived was in Mantaray Bay and he
could see a marked decline in the quality of the water and the coral due to flipper damage,
careless diving and boat damage:

€ we compl etely deWithrdioeyseand arMlzors tinal hegpgd, nB a y
doubt, from other people. |l 6d say from t he
protection marker buoys, we turned it to dust, practically.

Seeing the destruction of the reefs prompted Tony to find wayecover, protect and conserve

the Reef. While he found it difficult to encourage government involvement in the early stages,

he recalls that media interest in 1994 (fisomehc
coral founditswaytothe 77®eport 06) created a rapid response
was involved in the formation of the Order of Underwater Coral Heroes (OUCH). Together with

the communityGBRMPA and the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, OUCH helped to

develop a prograro reduce anchor damage and other impactseRé&ef:

éwe stepped in as volunteers to help kick o
intensive. é the most I mpacted bays were se
then we marked it withthes | i tt 1l e white balls €é and then

and installed the first reef protection marker buoys.

Once they were installed, OUCH was responsible for maintenance of the buoys until the
early 2000s where the government took them back oven.agai
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One of the key changes that Tony had noticed over the years was the change in numbers of
recreational boaters in the Whitsunday region, from the 1970s where

éyou didnét even pay attention to recreatio
tinnies around the islands

This is contrasted with Tonyds present day expe

éyou get out at Bait and | would say it wou
someone out there with their nice big white

This is reflected in the way tounshas shifted in the Whitsunday region over the last 30 years.
Tony remarked that originally there were three or four dive shops and at one point up to seven
dive shops in the area. However, the emphasis on diving hlasedieio favour of more boating:

Today the town has no dive shops and thatods
entity to sailing and therebds al ways been s
sailing, sailing and diving.

Al t hough this shift asindsseg bhesithplylSaysty 6s vari ous di\

[I'Tn diving money is a fringe benefit, itds

Roger Kelly

Roger Kelly has lived in Airlie
Beach for thirty years. After
businesses in Sydney, Roger ai
his wife and daughter travelled
the world | i voi.
On their retur
appeal and they found Airlie
Beach to be the perfect place fc
them to settle:

Knowing there are 74 islands
out there, just a beautiful spot
that we could go out in a boat
and not stay in the same
anchorage twice. I codln 6 t
think of anywhere else along
the east coast you can do that

Odd jobs and a love of fishing led Roger to professional fishing. He took a third share of a big

boat that was refitted in the early 1980s. The boat was the first to have bloweredeepsfion

it and it had an alternator, which meant that t
while they fished in the Swains ihe soutlern part of the Great Barrier Reef:

Thatdéds why we coul d s tatiyne andibdngifbetwees i x or ei g
12000 and 1800 pound weight of filleted fish, mainly coral trout and sweetlip.

Getting the hang of fAwog fishingo for coral troc
long length of piano wire, the same length of fine stageise, some blue mackerel cord and
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some heavy backing cord. Fishing for reef fish meant learning how to operate a dory, with foot

controls, while fishing with his hands. It took him seven or eight days of fishing, morning and

ni ght, At ryitnrgy iamgldo threfimrge aladger st arted to cat
it Roger loved the challenge of fishing close to the Reef.

As he noted:
éit takes a | ot of nerve to bring a dory cl
running and thinkingimi ght get snaggedé anyway, if you
occasionally, you would not be catching coral trout and sweetlip.

There was a time in the 1980s when Roger and hi

munching Napol eon thf600pdud ofdilletdn halfrad Fout. Thiescalesi on

the fish were as | arge as an orange and Roger 0:

on a fish scale. While cleaning the fish:

The deck of the boat looked like someone had had a concrege pgmh er e  wi t h al |
mushed up coralé coming out of them.

The boat developed a reputation in the port of being one of the cleanest boats in the Swains. The
generator on the boat meant that it had powerful deck pumps with which to hose off the boat.
Roger recalls:

There wasnét a fish scale on that boat, the
ti me we came into port people couldnét beli

After being scarred with wire cuts and burns on his arms for two years, living at sea for months
at atime and resting only for a week or so between trips it was tirgeréathe commercial
fishing up:

It was hard work, you know, ités not a | if
we saved because you candt rgixoremghtiveeks. out t h

Since then, Roger has noticed that the area from Rocky Point to Laguna Quays, which is a patch

of dirty and muddy water, is a fAimagnificent Dbr ¢
had beam trawl ers fgohdganmnd asnda droensnu INte,w RBeeger
Al ittered wit h-cdledlbycatchta | Heo niést hceomswer ned t hat t hi
trawlers and professional fishers which, he believes, impacts on fish stocks in that area and

beyond.
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David Hutchen

David Hutchen is a pioneer of the tourism
industry in the Whitsundays. Born in New
Zealand, David was a mad keen yachtsma
and bought a boat very soon after arriving
Australia in the 1960s. In the early stages
the tourism industry in the Whitsunday
David started to run day trips to Hamilton
Island on his sailing yachBanjo Patterson
When David visited Whitehaven Beach for
the first time in the early 1980s, he said the
was nobody on the beach because it was
impossible to get there without ovgi a
boat:

So | set up this boat to go to the Whitsundays, go to Whitehaven Beach on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays. And within two or three weeks, it was-atiidokk every day,

350 people. So | had to make it seven days a week and | go roundebain now,

therebs 150 boats there. I claim a | ot of <c
world.

What hooked him on developing the tourism industry was something that happened during one
of his early trips t akiazelgvooglslang Davidrecalls:Chal ki ed s |

ltaughta93yearo |l d woman to snorkel . ,Bheu shan eatihé m
just the same as me, mum; youdoll be all rig
the beach in the water and | put the mask on @t her to stick her head under the

water and taught her to breathe. Half an hour later she was swimming and snorkelling

over the top of this reef. She got off the boat at the end of the day and she was crying

about the experience.

Developing tourisminte Whi t sundays was fibloody hard wor ko
obclock every morning and got home after seven

determined to create a positive experience for tourists who visited the Whitsundays through

looking at ways of improving his service, such as new snorkel mouthpieces for each person

when ot her tourism operators were giving out st
t hemo. H i yavasgdhniake peomepvery happy.

| was always fussy about everylgahd making sure everyone was happy and | ran
around and made sure things were right. And if anybody ever complained about
anything, | made sure they never had another complaint in their life.

Indeed, one of the most significant changes that David sdteo@reat Barrier Reef was that
there are more and more people experiencing it. He saw the opportunity to provide a mass
tourism experience and has had a substantial rahegroving access for tourists.

You coul dnét get t o tigdifeomone sland o thelnext.ls@ln you ¢

started up a ferry business and we ended up moving a million and a half people a year
on that ferry business, the Blue Ferries.
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David feels protective of the Great Barrier Reef and has a history of defendingf pagtfReef

from thecrown-of-thornsstarfish. Since the 1980s David coordinated a number of campaigns to

kill the starfish, including being fione of the
Commonwealth Government funding focrawn-of-thornsstarfishcontrol program.

We killed about 15000 starfish over a period about four years. And that 1500
fish, had we not killed them, woul déve eate
up and down the Reef.

In general, David believes that ttwirism industry has been well managed and has minimised
the damage to thieeef. He notes that it was a learning process, where in the early days people
were not aware of the damage that was bdomge to the coral in particular:

If | was going back intthe business today, | would prevent people from having fins.

And 1 6d show them why. 106d put a movie on,
happens if you have fins. They go chop, chop, chop through the coral. Fins are the

things that have caused st®f the damage.

This idea of educating visitors so that they can look after and protect the Reef is central to
Daviddéds phil os o-ptanging artdregenrat dith alleof tHe toealgschools in the
area around the Whitsundays, where he offerguideide an enaf-year field trip for school
children out to the Great Barrier Reef, on the condition that the Reef wasaddiid their
school curriculum.

And every school kid in the Whitsundays has been to the Reef, thanks to Fantasea
Cruises. And Would say that the reef there has got a better chance of survival than
anywhere, simply because all those kids know a lot more about it than other children in
Queensland.

Small case studies

A series of case studies profiling some local residents andbtiaéinistories was prepared to

provide qualitative data to highlight key concepts forGBRPMA. While the target audience

for these case studies was an internal one, it does include interest for the broader readership and
includes snapshots of peoplatiare not always included in the people profiles. They are

provided below.

J o h n Di$dpassionate retired commerdisherfrom Innisfail, who has lived by the

Johnstone River his whole life. From catching fish as a teenager to feed his famiipitey

charters on the Reef|, he has al ways been by t he
water has been central to his life. He provided detailed insights into changeSie#h@®arrier

Reefand navigation skills and technologies but aam optimistic that the reef can recover

from disturbances.

TheReef? Lo o k , | donot k n Besf | thihkastgoing & be tHere a lang , t he
time. It will have it's ups and downs. But it seems to recover. When this all went on

there was all sds of hoopla going on about tiReefs finished, the crowof-thorns are
goingtoeatallth&ike ef , t h er ed&ef Now buddeniyat's 30 gaars agRand

theReef 6s still there.

S eft o ddhreodt a
d then weod
ling. Thatod

d sk me whattlweeadseewe 6r e o1
m just go out a bit, thr

h
s how it was; honestly,
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just catch more fish than you could handle. Now you go oht®#S, echo sounders,
sonars, all the latest gadgetry; it's very quiet | can tell you, very, very quiet.

Dave Nisserhas been a commercial fisher and run tourist chartéhe inortkernGreat Barrier

Reeffor many years. A born adventurer, he has aM@aysd the bush and the water and is a

keen observer of changes in the inshore reef and habitat. He describes how things have changed
in one of his &vourite spots since the 1950s:

| was just thinking the other day, at Bingil Bay there used to be seaightssip to the

edge of the beach there, the low tide mark and we used to run around spearing Moreton
Bay bugs with spears made out of push bike
Bay bug now. Gone and the seagrass as well you know.

Jim Wardell is asmall ships master frothe soutlern region who also served in the
hydrographic branch of the navy and spent many years helping chart the reefSm&fahe

Barrier ReefHe recounts many adventures on the sea, his favourite of which is scratching the
heal of a whale shark with his foot. Jim talked about how he has observed changeSrieethe
Barrier Reef over time:

| would say that the greatest changes you ever see are after cyclone devastation of

di fferent areas. T h at anges mheverythingelse,t an see n
suppose, would be such a gradual alteration
happening. If you went to one particular area and then never saw it again for 20 years,

25 years you would notice a marked differencedwod i magi ne but i f youc
those areas all the time you donét notice a

Joe Linton is a canefarmer in the Burdekin and his family has strong ties with Cape Upstart.
From the time he raced around in a tinnie as a boy, he has owned m#gitbfished all his

life. He is an integral member of the community and has been involved with the development of
the Molongle Creek [ B - ‘
involvement in the Local Marine Advisory :
Committee better allows him to understand
issues facingis community and the Great
Barrier Reef:

If you stick in your own little corner
youdl I al ways <co
youbdbre pro devel
or pro conservat
what angle youdr:
always be biased to thaort of
approach. But wh.
being involved in groups like the
LMAC, it gives you a real opportunity
to be able to sit across the table and
talk with and argue on some
occasions, but get an opportunity to
get the message from the other side
an open manner so itdéds not confronta

Joe Linton

Margaret Thorsborne is a lively 8tyearold who lives nestled deep in a Melaleuca forest in

the nortlern region of th&reat Barrier ReefShe has had an epic career of activism and
conservatiorand has been integral to the documenting of the recovery of the Torres Strait (Pied
Imperial) Pigeon. The Thorsborne Trail on Hinchinbrook Island is named after her late husband.
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Well there have been manta raygy.,;Thayjusis | o
undul at e é Theybébre just the most beautif
see dolphins; or to see a turtle just lift its head out of the water and breathe and go
down again; to see a dugongmdrmaiditdilastt and
goes under . You donot often see that, b
mermaid tail.

The local people told us that the islands used to be white with pigeons, but now they
were just about shot out. We started ¢bants in 1965, we saw a couple of thousand,
which seemed a lot to us, but it was nothing to what the numbers were in the earlier
days.

Then one day we went over and found there had been a shoot, it must have been some
weeks earlier, they were still bgiishot at that time. There were feathers everywhere.
There were empty cartridge cartons and all the evidence of shooting.

The next season we managed to stop another shoot, but the numbers were down to

v el
ul ,
i f
ut

1400. € the National ®Remanttteecpuatolmlee bec ame |

continued; theyb6re really run by the Nat
take part in them. And now the numbers are around 30,000, sometimes nearly 35,000.

John Smith has spent his life on th@reat Barrier Reefoast. Growing up in Proserpine and
later Bowen, he became involved in the early days of the tourism industry in the area. John
worked for many years on charter boats in the Whitsundays. He describes his expastation
recreational fisher:

| mean, you cago out there and catch next to nothing and still have a good time, but

ités a better time if you come back with so
Robert Wood is a sports fish charter operatottlire soutlern region. He moved to Sydney in
his20sand returnedaftr 10 years saying fiThe only reason |
spectacular collection of game fishing lures attracts both fish and fishers with equal success.
Over the |l ast 20 year s, Robert has dtheel oped art
Great Barrier Redfias changed and the factors that influence this. Here he describes an average
day on a small line fishing boat in the 1980s, a situationglditferent in the present day:
étheydd fill the boat wWidt goi wmatand Haidty aud
fish around there for three days and theyod
it pay and then theydd come home. é webdd st
pretty popular thing with smaller boats and theresvealot of commercial boats around
the 30 foot, 30 to 40 foot mark that were doing that for a regular income. But those
guys are gone because the fuel costs have pushed them out of the industry.
Jim Edwards began his fishing career at the age of 13, gourgwith his father in an old
kerosene boat. In the 1970s he started trawl fishitigeirentrategion. Through decades of
observing change on the reef, he has developed some pertinent observations on the commercial
fishing industry and the environmehstate. The charismatic 70 year old raldlyis sentiment:
No itdés not the same, of course itbds not th
fishing goes because, as | say, you fish ou
thelagoons atallbleause therebés nothing left in there
more fish caught now than ever when | was g

fishing boats, a lot more effort and the boats are catching more per boat than what we
used to catch.
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Theme 2: Reef change

Shifting Baselines

In my work as a scientist, | find that few people really appreciate how far the oceans
have been altered from their pexploitation state, even among professionals like
fishery biologists or conservationists.callective amnesia surrounds changes that
happened more than a few decades ago, as hardly anyone reads old books or reports.
People also place most trust in what they have seen for themselves, which often leads
them to dismiss as fdetched tales of giarfish or seas bursting with life from the
distant, or even the recent, past. The worst part of these "shifting environmental
baselines" is that we come to accept the degraded condition of the sea as normal.
[Roberts, C. "The unnatural history of the se@02Z pp. Xivxv]

Cape Tribulation back in the 70s was the most beautiful beach, you could walk out on

the sand and the coral was just there. Even

it was, because even now obedutfu,k t o peopl e t
[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]

As described in the |iterature review, dAshiftir
individual s first observation of an environmer
opinions of change. One persmight see the Reef in a healthy condition in the 1950s and may

think it is somewhat degraded now, however another person who sees the reef for the first time

now may believe it to be healthy and beautiful. In 20 years time, they might both note

degraddbn and recovery, but it will be relative to their initial observations. If there is no

scientific knowledge recorded, then local knowledge is the sole source of information about the

past.

This year has been a bad year. And there was a chap here thisimorg. And t hey éd
been out and fished all day and got three trout and one mackerel, which they thought
was wonderful for now. Where youbd get 20 o

[Gwen Beitzel, Wonga Beach]

Shifting baselines, therefore, particwarklates to recollections of the state of the Great Barrier
Reef over time. In Table 1 below, the changing perceptions of the Reef are detailed. It is evident

however that peopleds recollections and percept
paticular, the ways in which they use the Great Barrier Reef. The second section explores the
spatial values that affect peopleds attitudes t

element was chosen because there are clearly polarised vidwessobject: the crowaf-
thorns starfish.

The decades that people recalled stories of were relatively well spread throughout the

geographical areas, with stories of the 198930s and the 2000s most comngsee Table 2
for a breakdown of oral historieeross geographical areas and decades).
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Table 1: An analysis of perce

ptions of the Great Barrier Reef over time

Name 40s| 50s| 60s | 70s 80s 90s| 00s

Robert Wood (charter, Coral bleaching Coral just as pretty all along the
sport fisher) happened coastline. the areas come back.
Terry Must (fish We donbét s ltds still the
wholesaler) changes in the reef. years ago.

Tony Lee (diver, spear The reef looked good The reef doesnbo
fisher) as t did when we first went up ther
Robert Wood (charter, Lady Musgrave it was Now ités a | ot

sport fisher)

a beautiful vibrant
lagoon

chains on boats

Comparisons and recollections of the coral and reef from the 1980s teseafpwere either static, in that people thought the reef had not changed

substantially since the 1980s, or there was a perception that the quality of the reef has declined.

Brian Atherton
(professional fisher and
trawler)

One end of HEbadandtRe
other end was dead looking. There was
nothing there (no fish).

The quantity of fish we did catch i
70s was better and bigger than wh
it is these days

Bruce Shepherd (farme
recreational fisher)

In Bingil Bay you could be in theater
half looking at coral, half looking at

rainforest.

That 6s
at all.

now al l

The comparison from the 1970s to the present day is clearly one that indicates a decrease in quality from that tinfisshbaia fior coral.
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Name

40s

50s

60s

70s

80s

90s

00s

Neil Tabo (trochus
fisher, Islander)

Coral was beautiful, nothing damaged.

Now webdbve got
rivers, poison the coral reef.

Dave Nissen
(professional fisher,
charter)

A lot of the reef is crap (bits aoral and
bits of seaweed, bommies with holes in
them)

| 6ve been divi
for 50 years a
the reefods cha

George Betteridge
(trawler,
conservationist later)

Inside Cape Upstart, coral has taken ovs
50 years to growdrk

[Coral] has grown back and
[Cape Upstart] has beautiful
coral growing there now and bi
clumps of it.

The comparisons from
The improvement of re

the 1950s to the 2000s are quite mixed: some areas people are reporting as improving, o
efs from the 1950s is interesting, perhaps as a

resul

t of much damage during World War 1l

theng) motcchtregs daterating.
amththeofdbiti corals.

Mike Prior
(professional fisher)

Snake Reef was covered in alga@ a | |
murky and dead looking drweedy sort of
stuff growing all

Snake Reef was quite goo
in the 70s

A comparison of Snake Ree

f from the 1950s to the 1970s is clearly positive.

Mike Prior
(professional fisher)

Capricorn Bunker & Swains: coral was
good.

The quality é coral
deteriorated markedly

Gordon LaPraik
(amateur marine
biologist)

In Maisey Bay there was a huge area th
filled a curve of the bay, of staghorn
corals. In 1956 or 1957, it was all dead,

covered with moss.

20 years later, it was all
back agin, just as
luxuriant as it had been

before.

Two comments from people in the same geographical area compared the 1950s with the 1970s. It should be acknowleddred ¢hdiffdreyt scales (on
is broadly inclusive of the Swains, while the otrgespecifically one bay in the area), however they are quite conflicting in terms of flavour. No informg

from these local residents was provided on the most recent state of the Reef in these areas.
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Table 2: Numbers of histories covering time periaasl regions.

pre 1940s | 1950s | 1960s | 1970s | 1980s | 1990s | 2000s
1940s
Southern 1 5 9 6 7 7 7 8
Central 0 0 2 2 2 1 0 1
Northern 3 8 6 8 12 6 6 8
Far 0 0 2 4 4 5 4 4
Northern
Cape 1 1 1 2 2 4 3 4
York

Note: each history could cover any number of tinaenies and hence numbers add to more

than ®.

Tony Lee went to Townsville fax jobinterview in Janary 1973 before the wet season:
It was so hot, | just wanted to turn around and get back on the plane. It was as dry as a
chip as Townsville can be, howyaaty, mangoes under the arms. | thought this is
dreadful é
dreadful ,

I
it

di

0s

d go

back

t o

absolutely

Rosemary

appalling.
[Tony Lee, Mission Beach]

Then his wife came up with him in Apafter the wet seas had come:

ét he

Frank Cooper noted that:
| 6mtfuonat e
providing
their chi
nowtrey 6r e
destroy it, a long time to destroy it, because even now | talk to people and they go oh
beauti ful

i tos

j ust

pl ace

wa s

green,

Magneti c

and s

Il sl and
around Magnetic Island on our little old inboard d#dat and that began our love of
North Queensland.

[Tony Lee, Mission Beach]

in that |l 6ve |ived a ti me
masses and masses of é fi
|l dren and their children t

seeing it as nice as it

not

SO
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Environmental change

The enviroment of the Brth is in a constant state of change. Although much change is
imperceptible during our lifetimes, there are many changes of which we take note. This section
explores some of the observed changes within the Great Barrier Reef Marine PagesGiran
observed as cyclical, sudden or gradual, or in relation to a certain event or phenomenon.
Changes can be considered natural or human induced and depending on the nature of the
recollection, changes were often judged as either positive or negative.

Three areas proved of particular interest when describing environmental change in the Great
Barrier Reef: rivers and coastlines, fish and corals.

Rivers and coastlines

There are 37 significant rivers that flow into the Great Barrier Reef Lagoon (Gee B
Major Great Barrier Redfver systems with huge catchments include the Burdekin and Fitzroy
Rivers which flood infrequently. This is in contrast to river systems in the wet tropics such as
the Herbert and Tully Rivers which often flood annually; have smaller flows. It is important
to note the variability between river systems throughouGtteat Barrier Reefatchment which
makes it difficult to compare rivers. This emphasises the importance of local environmental
factors and effects.

Riversare an important part of the great&eat Barrier Reefystem and are intricately
connected to the health of the system. They provide reef fish species with spawning and|feeding
habitats and they also deliver freshwater, nutrients and sediment tofthgsteen. Since
European settlement, the discharge of sediments and nutrients has increased significantly as
land has been cleared for agricultural production and urban settlement.

The Great Barrier Reef rivers pla
an important role in many people:
lives, as they are more accessibl
than a reef trip to those with
smaller boats and are accessible
those without boats. These storie |
describe how the rivers have i
changed over time as observed kt
locals with intimate knowledge of
the Great Barrier Reef dgsns.

Variability

A recurring theme of river stories
is the variability of the rivers.
Many of the Great Barrier Reef i
rivers have distinct times of flood. John D'Urso, overlooking the Johnstone River

Many interviewees commented on the heavy wes@eaxperienced in early 2008. Glenda of
Bowen describes how the weatlpatterns can affect the river:

The most noticeable thing, just from the weather, is the river mouth, it can change from
one week to the next with the wind and the tide and thendifs f | owi ng as wel |,
t he moment , i thids of th®higgand dume that waswroone side.

[Glenda, Bowen]
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Joe Linton from Ayr describes how the natural shifts of the beach are cyclical and can be quite
dramatic:

[lln MoonlightBay,i ght at this very moment wedve got
in that bay. It actually is accumulating in our bay. | can remember it would be now
probably say 35 years ago there was a perio
actually a shoal stonetht 6 s bel ow the sand and that was ¢
there is] over a metre of sand that had placed itself on top of that shoal that was
exposed.

[Joe Linton, Ayr]

Flood

Sediment delivers vital nutrients to the ocean, but can also have devasffaiitgif a thick

layer smothers or chokes an area. In 1980 one cane farmer from Sarina noticed that the Tara
River was flooded with what | ooked | ike 6bl ack
decomposing organic matter upstream. Lionel Beviéagpoon commented on a flood event in

the 1990s:

| have seen the sediment plume from the Fitzroy River after the 8ify 6od, that
was the one that killed all the reef out here at Keppel Island. It was enormous. You
woul dnét bel i sofaout, yoaknow. And yetpwhy rbt? g o

[Lionel Bevis, Yeppoon]

River fish

Both commercial and recreational fishing have also put pressure on fish, prawn and scallop

popul ations, especially in rivers. hivewbe!l | e Eat |
t wo boats in the whole Burdekin Rivero whereas
D6Urso recalls how the Johnstone River estuary
was gradual and he is uncertain of all the compounding causes

Our family were battlers and the bit of fish | brought home from the river was an
i mportant part of our fare you knowé the ri
wondt catch any in the river now.

[ John D6Ur so. I nni

Human impact

The coastlines ar@so changing both as a result of human activity and natural events. Laura and

Bl air Scott of Ayr, said the beaches have | ost
buggy access and the amounts of rubbish, particularly plastic which is waphi@Géenda,

from Bowen, said the beaches in her area are now greyer than they were due to coal dust and a

Abit grottiero due to rubbish. I n the extreme
in from the ocean piled dhe nortlern Cape York beaels reaching more than a meter high.

Human impact on rivers ranged from removal of plants and animals to the addition of our
wastes and chemicals from agriculture and industry. Brandon Walker is an Indigenous man of
the Daintree and he describes how thesbman River changes as a direct result from human
activity.

It 61 I be good now, itds just been flushed b

that sewerage and everything comes back in, you notice that river just turns all green

onthebottom.tl6s al |l dead. You dondét see a real I
[Brandon WalkerCooyd
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The population of Queensland is growing faster than any other state in Australia and most

people are coming to settle on the coast. Coastal development was a stronger feature in some
peopleds accounts than others. An often expres:
being O6built upd wisuchas Oystgr®aint ancdWonga Beachgaltheugtc e s

one man from Mission Beach was quick to note that some developmegtbairy managed

well.

Fish and fishing

In the present day over 1600 fish species, including sharks, rays and skates, are found on the
Great Barrier ReefGhoat& Russell 2008). Fishing has been a central practice in the (Great
Barrier Reef region, as a waf subsistence, for commercial gain and for recreation. Many
species of fish are targeted by commercial and recreational fishers, including coral trout,
barramundi and mackerel. From the turn of last century the commercial and recreational fishing
industies developed and expanded, reducing populations of many types of fish through over
fishing (Hughes, 2008).

Bounty

In the oral histories, many fishers throughout@reat Barrier Reafecalled times in the 1950s

and 60s of bounties of fish of many diffet species (trout, bream, mullet and barramundi to
name a few). The following stories illustrate observed changes in fish populations over time.
For example, lvan Garrod has fished all his life and he describes the thinking of those decades:

Wethoughthat it was endless, whatever youb6d cau
every time you went out there.
[lvan Garrod, Bowen]

The sense of abundance of fish was recalled with nostalgia by many of the interviewees. Gordon
La Praik Sr. recalls a special morg in the 1960s when he was in Keppel Bay.

The tide was coming in, it was mid morning, we are just drifting with the current. This
noise, sort of got louder and the next minute this school of fish turniedegisweetlip
T squillions of them. From asrfaut into the channel as you could see, right up to the
reef edge, it took 10 minutes for them to swim by. You could hear them grunting or
something. You could hardly see the bottom for them. Heading towards the island.
Behind them were all these sharkandreds of those.

[Gordon La Praik, Emu Park]

John DO6Urso of l nni sf ai l remembers similar abur
this samdime:

I n the 60s | 6d have to beg the blokes, | ets
We wold catch too many to handle.
[ John DO6Ur so, l nni
He contrasts this with present dagtches:
Now ités common for a speed boat to go out
see the bag limit which is pretty miserable.
[ John DO6Ur so, |l nn
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Despite thesbountiful populations of fish, species numbers and individual size have had a

mar ked decrease over the |l ast 40 years. Joe Li
fisho. Patsy Lee, a | ocal d®& nabdts tcoonnee w onmiaon tnhoet e
anymore. Other fishers from the Bundaberg regiaoch afRobert Wood have also noted the

disappearance of bait fish clouds.

Mike Prior is a retired commercisherwho remembers fishing Trout Reef for the first time in
thel¥0s and catching 15 pound fish (or bigger) a
[ caught] the same size and amount ever againo.

Joe Linton of Ayr says that people have depleted the fish supply within the inshore areas
compared to 30 years ago, WehRobert Wood has noticed that fish have been speared out
around Bundaberg to 20 meters. A long tiisaerfrom Mackay, Jim Edwards supports this by
saying:

éyou fish outside the reef now because you
becausethees not hing left in there.
[Jim Edwards, Mackay]

Changes over time
The fishers and their level of activity have also changed over time. Decline in catch can partly
be explained by noting that ffieherhavggoneghasg o me of t

di fferent speciesd according to Ivan Garrod of
positive change has occurred as there fAihas beer
industry, not as many guys wo aBeaahgupports¢hisar e a 0 . [

notion when he says there has been loss of fishing skills as fishers become more specialised. So
even though fish populations may have shifted over time, fishing effort and methods have also
changed which may skew the picture.

Thereare also recollections of improvements in fish stocks, perhaps indicating local recovery.
RobertWood, of Burnett Heads, says that there used to be runs of fish along the coast and he
hadndét seen small comebacks unttbhduglasrealsnt | y. Jol

You went from seeing 10 trout in a dimghe 1970%0 no trout in a diven the1990s.
Because of the green zones, we are already seeing many more coral trout. You started
to see more in two years, but you definitely see more n@nisfhare getting bigger

now.

[John Rumney, Port Douglas]

Corals

In 1981 the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)|listed
the Great Barrier Réas a World Heritage Area oSuperlative natural phenomena containjng
formations of exceptional natural beauty [with] superlative exampiegfieo most importan
ecosystenis (Bowen and Bowen, 2002 p.1). This listing is in large part due to the spectacular
coral systems and reefs contained within the broader Great Barrier ReaéNark. There are

over 400 species of hard coral and over 150 soft corals (Alderslade and Fabricius 2008) and
Bowen and Bowen (2002) describe the coral reef as the "world's greatest living natural feature”

[p-1].

In the oral histories collected for BeRecollections, corals provided a focal point for

di scussions of O0the Reef 6. Many people saw cor q
health of the reef. The crowaf-thorns starfish was the subject of widespread concern about the

health of the Ref in the 1960s. Other disturbances that people identified that impacted on the

Page 46



Reef, such as crowwof-thorns starfish, flood plumes, storms, or anchor damage, were
recognised as being relatively localised.

Changes in coral
People reported that inshoreral communities had declined along muchhaf norttern
Queensland coast, but there were stories too of regeneration and resilience.

Gordon LaPraik, an avid amateur diver from the Keppels area, noted that in the 1950s Maisey
Bay had an areaof staghamm r al s At hat filled the curve of th
57, the same area was dead and moss covered. Mike Prior, another commercial fisher from the
same area, reported that in the 50s Snake Reef
sortofst uf f growing all over itodo. Gordon did say h
again, just as lwuxuriant as it had been befor ec

Two locals fronthe centrategion equally recall how devastating Cyclone Fiona was in 1970.
Annette Whitney remembes t h a't fhal f the ocean Pl woi | was wa
John Smith said:

The reef was picked up and thrown back on top of the reef and all that section died. You
get bleaching and ités all white but it com
[John Smith, Bowen]

In thenorthern region at Cape Upstart, Joe Linton describes where thdfeegdo fouryear
periods of dry weather, the corals grow quite quickly, but then in a flood event (such as 2008)
they will all die. He qualifies this by saying that it all comes bagiraquickly however.

George Betteridge remembers that:

éin 1940 we had two extreme cyclones within
Previous to this on the inside of the Cape Upstart where the reef was, you could go and
catchredemperor,coral trout, everything in plenty.

[George Betteridge, Ayr]

He says although itbés taken over 50 years, ther
therunof f from the Burdekin River flowing south i
Moving furtherNor t h, Tony Lee says that in the 1970s t
full of fisho in the Mission Beach area. Bruce

There was a spot around towards Bingil Bay where you could sit in the watgrowith
diving goggles on and if you were half under and half above, the bottom half you were
looking at the coral and the top half you were looking at rainforest. There's not too
many places in the world you canado that. T
gone, t hereds no cor al t here at al | .
[Bruce Shepherd, Mission Beach]

The story fronthe farnorte r n r egi on i s not nearly so grim. J
that after fAthe cor adbftdotr nkso d hed egdnte sfb yant heni dr
soft corals and then years later the hard corals took over. Frank Cooper of Port Douglas recalls

Cape Tribulation being fAthe: most beautiful beac

éyou could actually walk out on sladkd next t
at the corals then just sort of swim over the coral with your snorkel and it was just there
and it was all coloured which is lovely; it was beautiful.

[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]
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Lionel Bevis worked the length of titgreat Barrier Redbr many yesas. When speaking of the
outer reefs in the 1950s he recollects:

It was the colour that got me, the range of colour, everything was sort of pristine. You
had none of that broken dead coral you see now. Like it had never been touched.
[Lionel Bevis, Yppoon]

He says now, many of the inshore areas have been degraded by the number of visitors and boats
at | ow tides and that fdApeople think theyobére goi
reef at all. The real reef is further out. o

There vill always be some people who see the demise of the Great Barrier Reef as imminent.

Most of those who hold out I|ittle hope for the
abstract notions of global warming, or other inexplicable factors. The otjer perceived

threat to corals to emerge was tourism, the effects of boats and tourists.

Resilience

Others who commented on the longevity of the Reef, noted that it is a resilient system which

recovers from most disturbances. This belief was held rigardf region. Lyle Squire is the

owner of Cairnsdé biggest commerci al aqguarium st
supplying | arge marine animals for public aquart
of the reef, igt, 6 sy oaub kaloum. e | Y davobtharigreleachiogy c | one s ,
and ités all, in five ye adrAsddMichael Mackettof Batinado n6t s ¢
supports that saying:

€ the reef dies, ités a | ivi nigregenergtesni sm and
[Michael Hackett, Sarina]

Changes in species

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the wofl dds b
diversity of plant and animal life including@00 species of fismM00types of hard coral, one
third of the world's soft coralgpver 5000 species of molluscs and thousands of different

sponges, worms and crustaceans; six of the world's seven species of marine turtle, morée than 30
species of marine mammals including dugongs @rat 600species oftchinoderms (starfish,
sea urchins) an@2 bird speciegHutchings, Kingsford & Hoegisuldberg 2008; Lucas, Webb,
Valentine et al. 1997; Pitcher, Austin, Burridge et al. 2008).

Many species are important to local residents around the Great Barrier Réeé Mark . Thig
can be for a range of reasons: a primary source of food, such as a fish or a crab, a threat to
livelihood such as a shark or the creefithorns starfish, a way of passing the time| in
recreation and collection, such as shells or game &stbecause they inspire awe when a
sighting of a creature is made, such as a whale, a dugong or even a tiny nudibranch.

I n this section, we were interested in explorir
populations of these species. In particulag,wanted to develop an understanding of whether

the populations have remained stable or have changed, shifted, increased or decreased. In

addition, we have included significant stories where they give us information about the species,
suchasaquotethatapt ures the essence of a number of pect
particular time.

Some species were more closely observed by people than others and these species often had
several people who described things in similar ways. The species tleadelected include the
charismatic macrofauna (whales, Maori wrasse and groper, dugong, sharks and turtles). Species
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that were or are important commercially are included (mackerel, prawns, crabs, coral trout and
red emperor, clams, trochus). Some of thegmeies such as prawns, crabs and coral trout, were
also important for recreational fishers. Species that are of particular recreational interest are
included, such as shells. Lastly, a discussion of the changes over time of species on the Great
Barrier Reef would not be complete without an assessment of the impacts of theafrown

thorns starfish on the Reef.

Other species are very important in parts of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and surrounding
areas, but were not the subject of enough stasigxctude. Dolphins and crocodiles and sports
fishing species were not included as they did not feature strongly enough in more than a small
number of peopleds recollections.

Whales

Whaling in Australia commenced in the 1820s to the 1830s (Departmdabvafonment,
Water, Heritage and the Arts, 2007). Whale meat was prepared for overseas markets, while
blubber was used as oil for lamp fuel, lubricants, candles and as a base for perfumes and soaps.
Whale bone was used to provide structure to corsetsinfibrellas and whips and other items
(Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, 2007).

The increased technology of harpoons and stdven whaling boats made commercijal
whaling highly efficient by the 1880s and 1890s. This asloitedthe populations of whales
to such an extent that laws were implemented to protect several species of whaleg. While
humpback whales were protected in 1965, commercial whaling of sperm whales did nat finish
until 1978, when the whaling industry ended (DEWRB07). In Queensland, the humpback

whale population is recovering from the laigmale, industrialised whaling activities that

occurred early last century (Noad, Dunlop, Cato et al. 2008).

Two species of whales, the humpback and the dwarf minke, are adgnseen during the

winter in the Great Barrier Reef Mari ne Park

killer whales, killer whales, shafinned pilot whales, sperm whales and the rarest whale in the
world, Longman's beaked whale, have also tseem.

I n the oral hi stories collected for the Reef
confirmed that whale numbers changed substantially over time. In the 1940s and 1950s, when
Don Duffy was a commercidishernear Cardwell, he natiethat in North East Bay there were
Awhales everywhereo. I n a year, he said, he
months, as far north as Fitzroy Island off Cairns, travelling north. Aroundhogadist, he

would see them heading back the othaywAccording to Don, they started to decrease in

numbers in the 1960s. Many others saw whales during their time at sea, often as commercial
fishers.

Lionel Bevis worked on Tangalooma whaling station during the 1960s outside of Brisbane.
While this is otside the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, the whaling activity that occurred in

this area impacted on the numbers of whales in the Marine Park because they migrate along the
coast and beyond. He reported that a whaling boat would bring Bixtbales a dy into

Tangalooma jetty, depending on their size. Lionel noted that Ausivalmthere was a quota of

2 000 whales, which was divided up amongst the whaling stations. His quota was 600 whales
per season.
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Lionel &8s approach t lyinskeatltimes,dutdebcribbsthe dttitigleidd st ant i e
the time:

It was like going out and shooting the last elephant. Why would you, if you knew, but we

di dnoét . It was the times we |ived in. You s
II. We had juskilled 60 million people using everything from gas chambers to atomic
bombs. Whatés a couple of hundred whales, vy

[Lionel Bevis, Yeppoon]

After the 1960s, relatively few whales were reported by respondémtgever, the sightings

have started tmcrease in recent timeBave Nissen noted that he saw three killer whales in the

20 years since the 1980s around the Innisfail area. Gadsed Jennifer Mondora noted that out

from Russell Heads (northe@reat Barrier Regfin the 1990s she saw fivehales at once and

also saw several small snub nosed whales. Rvbeod, based in Bundaberg, said that in the

1980s he never saw whales and now he sees thousands of them around Fraser Island and Agnes
Waters. He believes that now the whale populationsate numer ous t hat the wha
proportiono and estimated that the popul ation |

Wrasse/groper

Maori wrasse, potato cod and the Queensla
(or "giant") groper are some of the largest fi
in the Marine Brk. The humgheaded Maori
wrasse is commonly over 45kg and some hi
been recorded at almost 200kg (Randall, Al
& Steene, 1997). They feed on a wide varie
of fish, sea urchins, crustaceans and worms
found within dead coral (Randall et al. 1997
While the humgheaded Maori wrasse is well
known for its brightly coloured markings, the
Queensland groper and the closely related
potato cod range in colour from greyown to
dark brown and can be similar in appearanc
(Randall et al. 1997). The potato cahaeach
two metres in length and 100kg and is bold,
happy to approach divers (Randall et al. 19¢
The Queensland groper can be up to 2.7
metres in length and over 400kg. It loves to
spiny lobsters and has little fear of humans 1)

(Randall et al. 1997). Damien Langley and a humﬂneaded
Maori wrasse, 1980s

As a result of their similarities in appearance and behaviour, the potato cod in the past has been
commonly mistaken forrgper. Thus, the stories provided in this section refer to groper but
sone may relate to potato cod.

In the 1960s there used to be Adozens and dozer
Jim Edwards, a commercitidhernow living in Mackay. While he noticed that sharks seemed

to be scared of them, Jim said thattheg r € caught i n | arge numbers by
to say | got the biggest fisho. He thought it
[The tourists wouldlethimhang up there til heés dead t hen

side. Somet hi ngfourhuedtedyearspld.ne t hree or
[Jim Edwards,Mackay]
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There have always been big gropers around the jetty in Bowen, according to Glenda. In the
1970s a groper was caught and she said that her father and sonfistotherates were

filleting it up so they could fde the meat off. The groper was so large, they took about a kilo
of meat from each of its cheeks.

Jim Edwards noted that Maori wrasse numbers are increasing now that they are not being

caught: since the 1960s, t heagwintheearlyidays.l f way bac
However, even in the 1980s they were being fished: Lyle Squire was spearfishing in the 1980s

and recalls a long shallow wall of reef where he ended up taking six Maori wrasse.

Damien Langley described a time in the 1980s when tdaamnoper had developed a working

relationship: the groper loved crayfish, he said, so it would suck them out of his hands as he

caught them while diving. After a while, the gr
fishing boat and wait underneattuittil Damien jumped into the water. The groper would lead

Damien to the crays and Damien would catch several and feed every fourth crayfish to the

groper. The groper would then take Damien to the next cache of crays and so on. He said that he

had developethe reputation of being one of the best crayfish divers, but he attributes this

entirely to the intelligence (and the hunger) of the groper.

Sharks

There have been 134 species of sharks and rays recorded in the Great Barrier Reef Malrine Park
(Chin & Kyne 2007). Sharks have been a target and grbguct of fishing activities
(GBRPMA 2006) and inhabit a wide variety of habitats. While few of the sharks actively attack
humans (mainly whaler sharks such as the tiger, silvertip and bull shark) (Randall9&7),
many are attracted by fishers and boats as a potential source of food (Grant 2008). Sharks range
in size from less than half a metre to over 15 metres.

Sharks are valued in the commercial fishery industry, historically through the shark oityindust
and more recently for their meat and the shark fin trade. Sharks can also be part of trawler by
catch, where the target species is something other than a shark.

In the Reef Recollections oral histories, sharks were considered by many fishers ag thie ba
commercial and recreational fishing. Ivan Garrod grew up around Bowen and describes the
problem:

éyoudown there and get this nice fish and
nothingit he sharkds taken everything except t
[lvan Garrod, Bowen]

y «
he

Some peopleeported that they woulstop fishing in the months that the sharks are most
prevalent because they would lose so many of the fishcingyhtto sharks. A common

solution ever since the 1950s was to shoot the sharks or dateirttother ways, such as
Afeeding them hookso: fishing specificall
shark had the hook or hooks stil!]l attache
sharks learned to avoid the baited hoaikd the boats where this activity was taking place.

y to
d t o t
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Brian Atherton, a commercifisherand trawler out of Sarina, has found that shark numbers are

increasing. He noted that sharkme days you canbt ¢
Once uponatimeyoucouldcah a few shar ks, theyo6éd bother
donger or shoot them, then |l et them go and

there are so many more come in its not even fuiger. sharksgrey nursesharks, any

sort of shark.
[Brian Atheaton, Sarina]

Coral troutfisherand local Councillor Mike Prior said that in the 1950s he would spend the
morning at a new reef in the Swains:

é working around the edge of the reef kill:@
[Michael Prior, Yeppoon]

I n the 1960s, Jim Edwards used to fish off Towr
because the sharks were too bad, moving in and following them around the reef. He saw
Ahundreds of tiger sharkso andsasrhooegd.t hem becaus

Likewise, the problem remained in the 1970s. Gwen Beitzel was a commercial fisher around
Wonga Beach, north of Port Douglas at that time and said:

Occasionally when the sharks would be reall
the fishermen wuld get together and someone would bring over a small grey mackerel

and theyo6d put carbide in it and theyo6éd thr
of their bait. But that was fairly rare. An
mackereliniknd t hrow it over attached to a drum ¢

we saw this shark on it, bobbing up and down.
[Gwen Beitzel, Wonga Beach]

Stories provided to us mainly saw sharks as an inconvenience because they weatch b

another target ggies or because they ate the fish that they caught recreationally or

commercially. The few stories that related to positive experiences tended to focus on

hammer head shar ks. Il van Garrod describes havi ng

fishing yeas and:

Yo

ubd chuck something out for hi m, some bai
heéd bump the back of

the boat . Hebs just b
[lvan Garrod, Bowen]

Alan Cochrane, the founder of the
Cochrane Artificial Reef outside
Bundaberg,descrbes fit he b
hammer head | 6ve ev
é the fin stickini
bit less than a metre, heads on them th
length of a table. Tiger sharks that
looked like two or three 200 litre drums
strapped together with a tail angbiiy
looking eyes.

[Alan Cochrane, Bundaberg

Alan Cochrane
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While there were several stories about how many sharks there were in the 1960s, 1970s and
1980s, particularly from commercial fishers who found them to be a nuisance, few anecdotes
discuss th@umbers of them in the present day. It is possible this is because there are fewer
sharks or because the local residents have not been fishing in the same way in recent times to
observe the presence or absence of sharks.

Turtles

The Great Barrier Reef sne of the remaining havens for marine turtles in the world. Of the
world's seven species of marine turtles, six are found in the waters of the Great Barrier Reef:
namely the green, hawksbill, loggerhe#idiback olive ridley andleatherbackurtles (Limpus
2009).

Turtle meat and eggs continue to be an important traditional element of the diet of Australia's
Indigenous peoples, particularly foelebrations and family gatherings. However, in the past

they have been prized for meat, fat and shell and were exploited commercially until the |middle
of last century (Limpus et al., 2003; Daly, Griggs & Marsh, 2008).

While it is difficult to obtain exacdata about actual numbers of turtles in the Marine Park, data
shows that the population of green turtleghi@ soutkrn Great Barrier RegfChaloupka et al.,
2007) and nesting loggerheads (Limpus 2009) are incred&ipglations of flatback turtles er
stable (Limpus et al., 2002) while hawksbills are in decline (Limpus and Miller 2008). There
also appears to be indications that the population of green turtles that nest on Raine Island, the
largest green turtle rookery in the world, are also declifitimgpus et al., 2003). All six maring
turtle species are listed as endangered (leatherback, loggerheaddtdijeor vulnerable
(green, hawksbillflatback under the AustraliaBnvironment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999.
(www.environment.gov.au/cepin/sprat/public/publicthreatenedlist.pl?wanted=fauna)

In the Reef Recollection stories, people did not comment about whether the numbers of turtles
had changed over time. However, the value placed on the turtle as a food souranvess se

very importantNeville RobertsofHughes is a recreational fisher living in Gladstone. He has
researched the turtle industry for his local museum. He describes the early stages of the turtle
industry in Australia.

The first British expeditionforeee ar ch t o t he reef occurred in

turtles here in the 1880s but it was never

that suddenly people developed a taste for turtle meat. They established a turtle

processing factory on North Wdsland and they used islanders to catch the turtles and

theydédd bring them back, render them down an
[Neville RobertsorHughes, Gladstone]

In the 1950s, turtles were seen as a staple part of the diet of Torres Strait Islanders who had a
number of important uses of the turtle including for fodkil Tabo is a Murray Islander who
worked on trochus boat®llecting trochus shellduring the 50s. He describes the way they
prepared turtle meat:

Well you put him like this [upside down] apst cut him. All the meat and the guts, we

eat the guts too, just clean it all nice. All the meat, fat, everything, we eat it.
[Neil Tabo, Ayr]
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Dugongs

Dugongs (or sea cows) are marine mammals that feed on seagrasses. They inhabit shallow,
tropical waers throughoutthelndBaci fi ¢ region with most |of the
dugongs found in northern Australia. Dugongs have a very low repieeluate having one
calf every thre@r more years (Marsh, 1995). Populations of dugong have been declining
rapidly due to loss of seagrass habitat, unsustainable traditional hunting and incidental mortality
through commercial gill nets, shark nets used to protect bathers and, in more populated areas,
boat strike (Marsh et al., 2005; Daly, Griggs & Marsh, 2@&enland and Limpus, 2008).
They are now considered to be vulnerable to becoming extinct (Lucas, Webb, Valentine ¢t al.
1997).

In the Reef Recollections oral histories, Neville Roberdaghes noted that dugong, in the

1870s onwards, were harvestedtiait thousands. He said that the skin was used for brake pads

for carts and the dugong oil was valualblee bel i eved t hat eventually tF
continuing due to the massive reduction in dugong numbers.

Participants could recall their inttions with and sightings of, dugongs as far back as the

1940s. Bl air and Laura Scott, in Ayr, recall ¢t
rock when a dugong came in close to the rocks of the coast and blew close to her. Don Duffy

recalls thain the 1940svhen he was fishing:

[in] Missionary Bay you could see schools of 70 and 80 dugong. Over at Gould, the
schools werendt so big because therebs not
you saw schools of 10 and 12, quite oftenthraudhe day youbd see five
12 dugongs.

[Don Duffy, Cardwell]

Cecil (Cocky) Watkins, a commerciisherliving in Cardwell, said that he could notice the
decline in dugongs around the mid 1950s, judging from what he could see from hislitsing

By the 1970s, Brian Atherton noted that, when trawling around Armstrong Reef, he used to see
a few dugong but not many.

In the north the declines in dugong populations relate in some measure to traditional use. Judy
Norman, a former crocodile hter and chef on a range of seafaring vessels, lives in Cooktown.
She noted that:

Therebs always been a | ot of dugong in Nini
wedbve Agotighnal camp up there and therebds n
[Judy Norman, Cooktom}

o @

Bennett Walker, draditional Ownefrom the Daintree and one of his sons, Linc, describe what
has happened i@ooya, north of Port Douglas:

I n the 1980s there woul ddbve been 20 dugongs
numbers decreasing prgtbad even during this time because we were checking dugong
and turtle numbers. There are still a few d
tracks through the seagrass.

[Bennett Walker, Cooya]

Wedre having tr ohubtihgghe dugandhwe pre fingirg earcasses r
piled up and people coming taking three, fo
moratorium 15 years on dugong hunting and if anyone catches one in the net, we share
it among everyone.
[Linc Walker, Cooya]
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While the storiesrom the northare quite concerning in terms of numbers of dugong, stories

from people from Cardwell suggest that these numbers are increasing again in that area.
Margaret Thorsborne is an environmentalist with a long relationship with the Brook Islands.

She said that the seagrasses around the Brook Islands are important for the dugongs and she has
seen them since the 1990s and out the front of Cardwell sometimes even now. Keith Williams, a
property developer hdween developinthe Port Hinchinbrookesot project one kilometre

south of Cardwell since 1993. Has taken &een interest in dugong numbers:

When|Istartedd he greeni es wer e s aylgong Owkoats e goi ng
were going to kill the | oteendd®[dugangn t he | ast
killed] through a boat strike. Not one. But the netting, they caught a lot.

[Keith Williams, Port Hinchinbrook]

Mackerel

Mackerel is one of the most important fis
species for the commercial and
recreational fishing industries. There are
five main types of mackerel caught in the
Marine Park: grey mackerel, school
mackerel (or doggy mackerel), spotted
mackerel, shark mackerel and Spanish
mackerel.

These mackerels are pelagic predators.
This means that they are opecean fish
that move beteen and around reefs shoe
and headlands. They prey on other pela(
fish and reef fish.

They are also known to come together, or "aggregate,” to spawn. The largest mackerel f
the Reef, the Spanish mackerel, grows to 2.3 metres and up to gi@akik(Randall et al.
1997). It is a species prized by commercial and recreational fishers. The Spanish macke
historically known to aggregate to spawn north of Townsville each year, which is the mai
fishing area for this species (Welch, Hoyle, McRba and Gribble, 2002).

The Reef Recollections oral histories recalled that in the early decades, mackerel was plentiful.

Don Duffy described a time when he saw Afour
the 1940s50s, averaging nine pound, lging on top of the water for two days, not biting and

then after that, Athey just go mado. Before Dor
his catch:

On my own | got 2B00 one year and 2800 the next year. Ninety per cent of my fish
wouldhave been mackerel.
[Don Duffy, Cardwell]

In Cardwell in the 1950s there were around six or eight commercialdigtveording to John
D6Urso and they fished only for mackerel for ¢t
Geoff Breslin described regational fishing in Gladstone for doggy mackerel:

You drive a cast net, circle them and the d
were shoulder to shoul der. Youdbd catch a do
trying to getwthitkéthey udeadtd be. WeTdught 40 s abloud an hour
and a half to two hours.

[Geoff Breslin, Gladstone]
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I n the 1960s, Jim Edwards recalls thato imacker e
Cocky Watkins recalls fishing for mackerel at EMansl and other places in tti®60sand
seeing a spectacular sight:

The mackerel used to jump in the mackerel sehsbay would jump into the air about
15 feet, maybe up to 80 and 90 in the air at once. By 1969 when | finished mackerel
fishing a few woul jump but hardly any.

[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

This story suggests that the behaviour of the fish changed, if not the actual numbers of them.
Certainly thepatternsof what fish were caughtas different towards the end of th@60s

through to the 198Qaccording to some peopl&wen Beitzel describes this change in practices
and decrease in number of fish:

é [ | September the grey mackerel would go somewhere else and the Spanish were

there thicker in September . tgédingtbtheReefin t hey 6 d
the summer, fishing for trout. So this is t
They just candét get the macker el any mor e.

flat out getting enough mackerel, where they were so thick.
[Gwen Beitzel, Wonga Beach]

Likewise, John Rumney, a diver and commercial fisher in the 1970s who now lives in Port
Douglas, described how he had to get up before dawn and troll for mackerel around the reef
edges, then catch soroeraltrout and then mocess the fish. He recalls:

éwe would catch bait and hang out and take
would go mackerel trolling again.
[John Rumney, Port Douglas]

Damien Langley would troll for Spanish mackerethe far northern part of the Mae Park
and take between four and five tonnes of fill et
1980s.

Recreational fishing of mackerel was a good way to provide food for the fishers and their
friends and family, but sometimes people got caraiedy by the number of fish they could
catch. Bruce Shepherd describes the events outside Mission Beach:

The best we ever did was very early in the season [in the 1980s], we got 93 mackerel.
That filled up the esky and then we fished again with our daugie next day. We got
150 fish for the two days. Workplace Health and Safety has been getting tighter. Before
that, a lot of mackerel was dumped [in the 19908&]}urists love catching fish and they
give fish to everybody, but you can only do thatforau p|l e of days and t he
full of fish. They carry on and get 20 fish for the day and nobody wanted them so they
took them to the dump.
[Bruce Sheperd, Mission Beach]

In the last decade the restrictions on the netting of mackerel ledtothgemnmec e of FfAheaps
heapso of macker el in Bowen most seasons, accort
Fogarty noted that he used to catch three tonne of mackerel and three toomaétadut and

that:

Mackerel have started to pick up in the lestiple of years as a result of quotas and

stuff.
[Brian Fogarty, Cooktown]
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Prawns

King, endeavour, banantger, greasy, bay prawns (glassies), school prawns and coral prawns
are caught in the Marine Park. Tiger and endeavour prawn fishing is the lsegtst of the
commercial prawn industry in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park (Queensland Department of
Primary Industries and Fisheries, July 2009). It is conducted mainly between Cape York and
Cape Conway in the lagoonal areas of the Great Barrier Raghé&IPark.The nortlern king
prawn fishery occurs mainly in waters north of Shoalwater Bay and operates inshore. Banana

prawns are caught in shallow inshore areas next to major estuaries (Queensland Depaftment of
Primary Industries and Fisheries, July 200

Over recent years (particularly from 2004 to 2006) prawn catches in and around the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park have reduced substantially due to a range of factors including re

zoning of the Marine Park, increased fuel prices and competition fr@oried prawn stocks
(Australian Government Department of the Environment and Water Resources 2007), Over
fishing combined with thee things meant that the trawldustry was not sustainable. The
Commonwealth and State Governments implemented @acly sckeme for trawler licences
and, as a result, the number of vessels fishing the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park has|reduced
significantly from its peak in the early 1980s, when some 1400 operators were licensed|to fish.

There are about 400 trawlers operatinghe Marine Park at present (Australian Goveranent

Department of the Environment and Water Resources 2007).

In the Reef Recollections oral histories, it is clear thdthingprawnsis apopularrecreational

fishing activityand also forms big commerail industry. Michael Hackett, a farmer from

Sarina, noted that in the 70s, ten days after a flood, you could see a line along the coast that

|l ooked | i ke Ared | ead paintd because there wer e
waves would turnpink wi t h gl assy prawns around Wonga Bea:
Walker and his sons said that, a couple of days after the rains they fill up their buckets with

fresh prawns.

According to the storiegrovided for Reef Recollectiontheprawn trawlindustry established
itself in earnest in the late 1960s. In the early days there were some teething problems, as Judy
Norman describes:

Up in Karumba when the trawlers first started they were bringing loads and loads of
prawns ashor e a reshkthéenh Bhgy demped/thdnm Ghere mighobe 20
tonnes of prawns there and they just dumped them.

[Judy Norman, Cooktown]

Al an Cochrane and Geoff Breslin both recall tre:
Gladstone in the 1960s, where the prawns wbaldnloaded onto the jetty and the townsfolk

would buy prawns straight off the wharf. In the same area, according to Lionel Bevis, one

entrepreneur decided to buy a very large Vanderbilt yacht calldRi¢ha Stamas a mother ship

to thetrawlersaroundTin Can Bay and Bundaberg to create a bigger scale indugtrg in

southern part of the Great Barrier Reef. Lionel reported that this did not work so well because

the prawn fishewer e not consulted and theéyLAiwonald rathi
descibes the catch in the 1960s in the GafliCarpentaria

The catch was such that they used to have to lash two boats alongside to bring them
over the side. 't was pure pechiprawns.Bitoudd r un
the Russians sent one of thigiig factory ships out there and they cleaned up all the
prawns that season and there were shots fired. The Aussies are out there in their little
rowboats, their 4&b0 footers.
[Lionel Bevis, Yeppoon]
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George Betteridge, who lives in Ayr and has betmawler operatofor many years, decided to
get out ofprawn trawlingwhen:

These big boys came through, trawlers with
there, a rugged game that trawler business, espediatianaprawn trawlers. You had
to be a the ball all the time.

[George Betteridge, Ayr]

Cocky Watkins also had a prawnawlerin the Gulfof Carpentaridor four years until 1974. He

got out of the industry when he realised the pr
the industry stded to boom further south. As the boom took hold, Cocky sold his boat at a large

profit:

If you had a bathtub and you hung a bit of prawning net off it in those days you could
sell it for a million dollars.
[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

He reflects on thanpact of theprawn trawlerson the environment:

I honestly think we did a lot of damage to different thingsking the bottom up and
stirring stuff.
[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

Ivan Garrod trawled for prawns from Middle Island to Gloucester and baekinipact of the
prawning on the environment became evident to him as well:

[ can remember [
hours to get the
prawns.

ast ti me | went in the bay,
[

s
bl anket weed out of your n
[lvan Garrod, Bowen]

Terry Must has been fishing all his liferom working as a trawler deck hand, he has moved
into wholesale and retail fish distribution, including selling fuel and other supplies to the
trawlers based in Bowen. He is concerned about thease in prawn stocks in his area and
attributes the problem to nearby aquaculture facilities:

Somet hingbs happened to the tiger prawns in
litres of fuel in two months in the busiest period when the trawlerseaiee bastyear,

we were downtoabout0 0 | i tres i n that two 1ent hs. Y
southand a fish farm tehenorth Ther ed6s no prawns i n between

[Terry Must, Bowen]
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Crabs

Commercial and recreational crab fisheries in the GreatdBareef Marine Park use crab pots

and dillies to target three types of crab: blue swimmer crab, mud crab and spanner ctab. The
mud crab fishery operates mainly in inter tidal areas alongside the Marine Park. The blue
swimmer crab and spanner crab fishemeostly operate in offshore areas south of the Marine
Park and are not significant commercial fishing species in the Marine Park (Queensland
Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries, 2008).

In the Reef Recollections oral histories, many peopleshaikes of crabbing. The 1940s were

Agood <cr gob baicncgo rddaiynsy t o Bruce Shepherd. Mi chael
size of the crabs was very large in those days. Judy Norman described the sheer number of crabs
around the Boyne River aroutite middle of last century:

At the mouth of the Boyne River we used to
mud crabs. They go out to sea. Youbd see a
the river would be full of mud crabs, thousands of themicg back up the river.

[Judy Norman, Cooktown]

Ot hersd recollections centHugdtesednldwhveurdg® 7 0 s : N e\
crabbing and bring back fAat | east half a dozenc¢
sand crabbingut at Gordon Beach with their own spears and buckets.

People seemed to recall relatively clearly the decade in which they went crabbing for recreation,
while their stories of commercial crabbing are less specific. These, also, are tinged with the
recogniton that there are far fewer crabs now. Some people attributed this decrease to the
commercial fishing, such as Ivan Garrod:

You can go up the creek and youbre crabbing
sudden the pros come in and they put88pott n or somet hing and t her
there for you to get.

[lvan Garrod, Bowen]

Certainly Don Dufy noted that full time fisherg o cr abbing i f the weather
mackerel fishing, while Terry Must describes the stocks that he has of mud crabs:

At the moment, this time of year webre doin
crabsinthgankt her e. You canodét target mud crabs al
fisher man might target bait and mud crabs a
living ou t of t hat , hebés got to move onto the ne

[Terry Must, Bowen]

Others believe the reason for the short availability of crabs is the lack of understanding by
recreational crabbers about sinri ésgini tRatasiyd Ik ee
shuddered as she recalled a time she discovered some people eating tiny crab claws:

I was a cleaner at the high school and thes
my father catches crabs, he breaks the claws off and throws theebead back. 6 And |
said AHang on a minute, youbre old enough t
eat? Because they pick the food up with the
claws, ridiculous. And thatdés why therebs n

[Patsy Lee, Gddstone]
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Bennett Walker and his son Brandon are concerned about the health of the ecosystem and, in
particular, the crabs: they noted that you can see, in the mangroves@omyad A f o a my

|l ooking stuff coming out o ftiliseriare themaotegthaothey s 0 du e
have had crabs from those mangrovesweat deformedwhile still alive, they smelled

Afunny, sosfme !l Isiomgd .ofBrodfnfdon reflects also on t
How trim that is compared tothedide | | er 6s [ grandf ather6s] <c¢ra
[Brandon WalkerCooyd

While numbers of the commerciallgrgeteccrab species have declined, according to the
recollections provided, Annette Whitney noted t
of marinecrabonthecoagsi mai nly tal king about hermit and s
detail the cycles of marine life and how they ebb and flow with various weather patterns.

According to Annette, we are in a natural cycle and we can expect to see increasles and

other crustaceans at some point in the future.

Emperors, snappers and coral trout

There are seven species of coral trout on the Reef, with common coral trout being| rather
unsurprisingly, the most common (Randall et al. 1997). Coral troutiginéy tvaluable in th
commercial fish market, especially for the live fish trg@eeensland Department of Primary
Industries and Fisheries, April 2008)he red throat emperor sweetlipis a reef fish that i

sought afteby the commercial fishing tradeithin the Marine Park. Red emperor is also highly
targetedand is actually a tropical snapper, not an emperor. (Randall 2008l trout ar

prized by recreational fishers because of their colouring and the quality of their flesh.

In the Reef Recollgmns oral histories, there was a strong historical connection made between
residents and fishers along the Queensland coast and these species. Many commercial fishers
told stories of fishing both species in conjunction, recognising that they were dfigiterdiin

terms of where they could be found and the style of fishing required to catch them. Frank
Cooper fished for these species off the coast of Port Douglas in the 1970s and encapsulates the
skills required of a smaHcale commercidisherthus:

The way you fish for coral trout and the way you fish for red emperor are very, very
different because coral trout are very territorial. Then you get other fish like red
emperor, they actually are not close to the
between the reefs and they actually graze like sheep over the bottom of the ocean and
they stop on these patches of rubble that they find here and there to feed on the fish and
then theydll move on again.

[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]

Throughout the Great B@er Reef Marine Park and in all the stories people recalled from the
1940s through to the 1980s, there wasnalicationof the availability of coral trout and red
emperor being limited. George Betteridge noted that before two cyclones hit in close
suce@ssion:

On the inside of Cape Upstart where the reef was, you could go anded&hperor,
coral trout, everything in plenty. | had a fishing cord line thing and | wore the damn
thing out in about two days.

[George Betteridge, Ayr]
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However, things ciinged around the 1980s. Robert Wood noted that in 8@s19pearfishers

PN

usedtotake200or30goadi zed coral trout and Athatds not pc

Professional diver and aquaridish fisherLyle Squire recalled a spectacular sight he noted in
the past couple of yeamt a coral trout aggregation site:

You go out there just before dusk and all the female trout are sitting in the caves. All the
females come out of the holes at dark and it looks like an avalanche of trout coming out
of the walls beause there are so many of théfhree hundredrout appear and come

down the wall.

[Lyle Squire, Cairns]

Shells

In coral environments like the Great Barrier
Reef, there are around 3000 species of
molluscs and shells. They vary in size from
the tiny "micranolluscs” and nudibranchs thi
are less than one millimetre long, to the giai
clams that can be up to a metre long. They
exist in all habitats in the Great Barrier Reef
and for countless years, humans have
collected molluscs for food, trade and
decoration (Willan, 2008). Commercial shell
collectors harvest from a broad range of
molluscs. These are collected by commerci :
and recreational fishers for the purpose of  Shell collecting, Damien Langley's colléion
display, collection, classification, research c

sale. Shells are also collected by Indigenous people for food, artwork and tools. While th
strict limits on the number and type of shells a recreational collector can take from the Mg
Park, there is a common belief that it is banned (WilED08).

In the histories collected for Reef Recollections, the shells found on the Great Barrier Reef were
extremely popular with shell collectors and, for some species, commercial fishers. Trochus
shells and clam shells were highly sought after coroialty and these species are considered
separately below. Likewise, pearl shell was among the most valuable fisheriegiimeteenth

and much of théwentiethcenturies. For shells without such a commercial focus, the approach

to shell collecting hashmnged markedly over the years. Ena Coucom is well known in the
Yeppoon area and beyond for her extensive collection of shells and for the development of Shell
World, based in Yeppoon, which houses some of her collection. She has been interested in
shellssince the 1940s. Ena encapsulates the early shell collecting experience:

I n the 1960s we started to go to Middle | sl
never seen before were there €& Web6d take on
out the mce ones and took them back to camp.

[Ena Coucom, Yeppoon]

There were many trips out to the Reef for the purposes of shell collecting: a number of residents
mentioned they had provided, or taken part in, a shell collecting charter trip in the Marine Park
The shell collectors could be classified as either tourists, who collected the shells because they
were on a tourist trip and picked up the things that looked pretty or interesting, or collectors.
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Annette Whitney describes the approach she had witami to choosing to pick up a
particular shell:

I f | didndét have it in my collection | 6d ta
[Annette Whitney, Sarina]

They believed that they were doing a service by classifying shells and sometimes identifying
new species. Annette again:

I f we didndét take it no one would ever know
particular shell, the next lot of rain or cyclone winds would Kill it.
[Annette Whitney, Sarina]

Gordon La Praik developed a keen intenestea fan corals and the organisms that lived around
them. He recounts:

| collected shells but not really as a shell collector. My interest was seeing how they
l i ved, what they did. When | | ooked at them
them smetimes, one shell would be eating another and so that interested me. One day |
found a shell on a sea fan, a gorgonian. It was interesting and that set me off looking
more for those.
[Gordon La Praik, Emu Park]

A different approach was described by Fr&doper about his friends preventing shell
collecting on their favourite part of the reef in the 1970s, by taking all of the helmet shells from
one reef, rdhoming them on a different reef until the shell collectors had gone and:

€t wo we ek spthey weatback wittetheir woat, picked up the shells off
Pickersgill Reef and took them back again and put them on Mackay Reef where they
originally came from.

[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]

Glenda describes the approach to shell collecting in curreestim

If you go out to Kings Beach on a really low tide you look for the sand just slightly
cracking and if ités not olive shell it owi |l
wedd put it back and make surewseo one el se
someone might take it away. | like to leave the live things there so they can breed if they
get a chance.

[Glenda, Bowen]
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Trochus and Clams

Trochus was an important food source &nel shellwas prized for making buttons until the
middle of last cetury, when plastic buttons were produced. After that time, the market for
trochus reduced dramatically (CRC Reef 2005). In 194®riginal Industrie% trochus luggers
went south on the Great Barrier Reef for the first time but there were privately owssels
working trochus south of Torres Strait before tleidams, including giant clams, were harvested
for their meat.

In the Reef Recollections oral histories, Don Duffy recalls diattclams were plentiful in the
1950s prior to the arrival of claboats and trochus boats to the Great Barrier Reef in the 1960s:

Fromthe northwest corner of the sand spit thre northisland [near Cardwell] back
100m from there tthe soutlern end there would have been a clam shell anywhere with
about 10 to 12 featistance whichever way you looked.

[Don Duffy, Cardwell]

Ena Coucom, Margaret Thorsborne and Dave Nissen each told a story about seeing opened,
white-mouthedgiantclam shells wherdlegal fishers had taken the clam meat out and left the
shells aroundhte 1960s. After the clam and trochus boats came and went, it made a big impact
on the number ofiantclams. Don Duffy again:

Therebs none there now of course. Theydve b
people were collecting them. There were a ldataithus boats [that] worked the area,
they used to come down from Thursday Island and they ate the clams.

[Don Duffy, Cardwell]

Neil Tabo described how important the
trochus industry was for his community on
Murray Island in the 1950s:

Aftergradeseven t he only |
trochus diving. So
became our | ifeé Wi
you can get money: us, you know, islandel
who go pearl [shell]
moneyé | f you got n
money . h6Qaduss et hte onl '
forecast we had, only trochus diving. [l{]
became our lifé lifestyle.

[Neil Tabo, Brandon]

Neil Tabo, Sr.

Don Duffy worked with a number of Islanders on a trochus boat. He describes the food that he
and the Islanderdiyed on whilst collecting trochus in the 1950s:

There was a lot of trochus boats worked the [Cardwell] area. They used to come down
from Thursday Island. | was the only white man and there were 18 Torres Strait
Islanders. You have to live the same ay the You live on dugong and turtle the same
as they do and of course the slug out of th
days.
[Don Duffy, Cardwell]
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To get an idea of the volume of trochus shell that was removed, Neil Tabo described a
compeition that was held between two boats from Murray Island, to see which boat could
unload 50 tonnes first.

We only had to go to six reefs and we could come inside with 10 tonne. In one year, we

had over 50 tonne and we won the competition.
[Neil Tabo, Brandon]

Despite the reduction in largeeale trochus collection, there is still a market for the preduct
AEven now, 0 said Jim Edwar ds:

|l still take out a trochus boat. And | 6ve ¢
to wait for their shellandve br i ng it back. ¢é They get $1.1
cook them, they cook for 45 minutes, then take the meat out of the shell and the meat is
put in a big bin and washed thoroughly. The shell is put into poly bags that hold thirty
orfortykilos t he meat i s put into ten kilo [conta
overseas. Thatdés how the product is transpo
they call it Northern Abalone.
[Jim Edwards, Mackay]
Crown-of-thorns starfish
The crownof-thorns starfish is one of only a few animals that feed on living coral tissue. The
starfish is named for the dense covering of long, sharp spines on its upper surface.| At low
densities the crownft hor ns starfish is a 6noweweniviien part o f

the numbers of crownf-thorns starfish on a reef increase to the point where they consume

coral faster than it can grow, the starfish can dramatically reduce coral cover, resultin
major disturbance to the whole system (Birtles, 199F)s Eituation is commonly known as

gina
a

crownoft horns starfi sh 0o u-ofthoresstarfish hai@baeb & (E)racfrm; of c

on the Great Barrier Reef for more than 40 yeatrs.

In the Reef Recollections oral histories, there were many storiesigeiattrownof-thorns
starfish. These could be categorised into two main schools of thought

e The crownof-thorns starfish has devastated huge tracts of the Reef and needs to be

controlled. This viewpoint tended to be expressed by tourism operatorsalke D

Hutchen and Frank Cooper, as well as environmental, community/research people such

as John Rumney.

e Crown-of-thorns starfish are part of the natural cycle of clearing and regeneration. This

approach was most expressed by the professional fisher$vanslslich as Damien

Langley, Lyle Squire, John D6Urso and

This is consistent with their spatial restrictions: in tourism, there are only limited areas that any

tourism operator is permitted to take tourists. For tourism operators, tidaldtat the Reef in
that area looks as attractive and vibrant as possible at all times so that the tourists have a
positive experience on the Great Barrier Reef. Therefore, any damage to the coral cover i
areas is of substantial concern. On ttleenhand, professional fishers and divers are more

n those

flexible, in that the species that they target are not always dependent on the quality of coral
cover on any given place: if the coral is not as prolific in one area then it is possible for fishers

and dvers to move to a different part of their permitted area to find fish and other animals.

In

addition, it is in the interests of divers (particularly skin divers/ spear fishers) and professional
fishers to trust that the extractive activities they underaa&enot substantially impacting on the
ecosystem, or else it would threaten their livelihood. Each of these themes is explored in more

detail below.
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Devastation

The second theme of stories told of the impact of the ciwhorns and the human attempts
made to ontrol them:

You can go to places hitbythecreait hor ns st arfi sh and theyore
they are algifying. So some of the dive sites that we have gone to regularly for years
and yearswe no longergotdP hi | 6 s, on ronmAgindowtandiarether i n  f
place called Harrier Reef and they are not regenerating.
[John Rumney, Port Douglas]

Cocky Watkins agrees and said that in the 1960s and 1970s theafrtivamns had

édevastated the reef to diéngcodiatql angliva hat you
cor al € You couldndédt believe how bad it was
[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

The tourism operators were particularly affected because the Reef in general and the coral in
particular, are attr actperemcsofthehGacat BareerReef.centr al t
David Hutchen, the founder of Fantasea Cruises in the Whitsundays, recalls in the early 1980s:

There were 300 very large crovafthorns starfish coming along on top of Hardy Reef
where the pontoon was. We had peopiaagee them. Sunlover had six divers working
for them for the four hours the boat was out there, every day, killing starfish. And their
five acres reef just shrunk and shrunk and shrunk down to about half an acre.

[David Hutchen, Airlie Beach]

Removing thestarfish was not an easy process, mainly because they were so large and because
they regenerate relatively easily. Frank Cooper spent time crewing on the Martin Cash vessel
around the Port Douglas area and later the Quicksilver boats, where one obtheiagto

remove the crowsof-thorns starfish from the Reef. He remembers:

Youdbve got to take them away, bring t
because i f you é break a bit of f, t ha
hundredsand hundreds of these things a foot in diameter and you could see the
difference to the coral. If crowof-thorns gets on a bit of coral within a few weeks it
would be dead never to return.

hem ho
t i tt

[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]

Natural balance

The final theme ofhe stories provided about the croafthorns starfish was that these starfish
are a normal part of the Reef system in balance. Damien Langley sees the starfish as a

| awnmower, which fAgoes through and emand all t he
grow. 0 Lyle Squire defends the cyclic nature of
diving experience:
| 6ve seen cof-thones, brewohing and itdés all,
dondt see where itds been.

[Lyle Squire, Cairns]
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Tony Fontes has dived extensively in the Whitsunday8Ggears. While he has seen the
damage the crowaf-thorns starfish has done to the coral in a range of areas, he also noticed
that they are present in areas where:

épeopl e donoteredvervseofhe ps adesdtwhsnor kel SO you
a natural impact.
[Tony Fontes, Airlie Beach]

John D6Urso has a knack for describing the essce¢
picture of this theme of the role of crowfrthorns in natral balance:

| think [the Reeflis going to be there a long time. It will have its ups and downs but it
seems to recover. When this all went on there was all sorts of hoopla going on about the

Reef 6s f i ni efitherds,are gomgto earabbttike ef , t her ed | | be nc
Reef . Now suddenly ReteGHs3Gtyddr d hegae.and t he
[ John DOUrso, | nni

A number of people described theories o
why the crowrof-thorns starfish increasec
in numbers from timeo-time. Bruce
Shepherd recallea theory by a family
friend and photographer, Noel Monckton,
who used to catch and dissect bait fish al
di scovered that fe
full of the immature crowsof-thorns
starfish.o Judy No
cod whoos be eusedtoeat : _
the crowroft hor ns o and s Crown-of-thorns starfis

the clams ate the eggs of the starfish too

As the cl ams wer e t ak-efthoraswarg justbsitterflying evaryshhereit he cr

andeatingup he coral . 6 Don Duffy reported that the t
shells and the bailer shell eats the crapathorns. He says:

[ The luggers] cleaned the bail edofghornsut on th
started to multipijbecause there was nothing to keep them under control.
[Don Duffy, Cardwell]
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Theme 3: Activity Change

Commercial fishing

Several forms of commercial fishing occur in the Marine Park, including trawling for prawns
and scallops, trolling for mackerel, nettifag barramundi and salmon and line fishing for reef

fish. Commercial charter fishing operattake fishing groups out to theeBf for recreational

fishing, including spearing. Tourism, including diving and snorkelling, is of course a |large
commercial busiess operating within the Marine Park borders. It supplies large numbgers of

tourists with recreational activities,
Activityodo section | ater.

According to the oral histories collected for Reef Resmibns, commercial fishing has

SO

changed in regard to three things over time: the availability of fish, fishing practices and the

effects of regulations.

Changes in fish populations

gomeft o ddvedtR ask me what weeoeldseen

éyoubdd
bottom and then webd just go out a bi
start pulling. Thatés how it was [in

e
t
t

how it was. Youdd just <catch gooutwithf i sh
GPS, echo sounders, sonars, all the latest gadgetry; it's very quiet | can tell you, very,

very quiet.
[ John D6Ur s

Large commercial catches
Neil Tabo grew up on Murray Island in the Torres Strait. Like most men on the Isldred in t

o,

1950s, when he finished school Neil went to work on the trochus boats until he got married in

1960. Don Duffy worked on trochus boat in the ik, doingsix-week stints out at sea. The
worst catch they got was eight tonnes, while the best was 2Gstdrmeadvent of plastic
buttons saw an overnight crash in the trochus industry, remembers Cocky Watkins.

CockyWatkn s s br ot her Fr i s c o ould Eodnstilleinthegpl®isat e

Frisco would take 20 to Zshersout and coméack wih up to 4 000 pounds (about 1 80Q kg
of fish in a weekend.

Damien Langley of Wonga Beachtime far northused tdish for big Spanish mackerel in the
1980s. In a week they would take four to five tonnes of fillets off fish weighing 10 to 20

kilograms @ch. Lionel Bevis remembers in his commerfiglingd ay s t hey woul

fish that weighed less than five kilograms.

Dave Nissen is a charter boat operator and former commercial fisher from Innisfail. He

recoll ects ti mes autioohetsmot, gettde0 pouradut d8ky) efcatal g o
trout and be home of the evening. Frank Cooper went out to Evening Reef off Port Douglas one
morningi n t he 1970s and fi shed f raftemo@anddaughtodc !l oc k
106 coraltout with just one other person. That
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and he made a very happy profit that day. Lyle Squire was a keen spear fisher in the 1980s. One
day he took agtal of 25 trout and six Maori rasse.

Jim Edwards worked &m Middle Island to Gloucester Island towing a seven fathom net in the

60s. He would catch 750 to 900 pounds of 20cm long tiger prawns in a night. Patsy Lee recalled

in the 1970s that the prawn trawlers used to ti
would empty their catch on the wharf and At he
Robert Wood reported seeing 20 or 30 prasawlersworking around the Bundaberg area

whereas now he only sees one or two.

At a council meeting in Sarina in td®80s, Michael Hackett commented, after having just
flown in from Brisbane, that he saw so many prawrnbénwater that it looked likeéd lead
paint"all along the coast around Sarina. One of the councillors:

€just grabbed al |l $aidMrOharmdosgot oga Hephadme r s an d
trawler and he went down to get stuck into it. He was making more out of the prawns
than he was making at the Council meeting.

[Michael Hackett, Sarina]

Reduced fish stocks

Jennifer Mondora has seen inshore nettizigehan effect ofish catches irthe nortkern region
around Cairns, while Roger Kelly, a commercial fisher in Yeppoon, usetdb enough fish to
produce abouB00 pound of fillet per day, with just one other fisher in the 1960s and early 70s.
Brian Fogaty has been fishinthe far nortlern section of th&reat Barrier Redbr over 30

years. The most significant change in availability he has seen has been in bait fish stocks. He
said from the 70s to the 80s sardines and hardy heads were plentifuheheinapped off
suddenly and never recovered.

According to Terry Must10years ago there were 20 to #@wlersin Bowen. He reports that
there has not been enougtawnsin Bowen since 2004, so now there are only three Bewen
based trawlers.

In the lae 1950s Don Duffy fished out of Townsville and recalls seeing up teed@ineboats
(including dories) fishing during the spawning season, which he thinks had an effect on the fish
populations. In 1960 he caught 8R0 fish throughout the year, by tsgif.

Robert Wood has noticed a marked impact on the trout populations from a concentrated effort
by commercial spear fishers.

Changes in practices

Many people commented on changefishing practices in their stories for Reef Recollections.

A changen the amount of fish available was an important driver of changes in practices and
activity. New ways of fishing needed to be developed so that people could continue to make a
living in the face of dwindling fish stocks; new technologies were adoptedharstale of

activity was increased because large boats could catch fish more efficiently. These changes in
practices threatened the livelihood of other smaller boats and more traditional methods of
fishing. Many participants spoke of the changes in masthat were done to adapt to

decreased fish numbers or increased competition.

Gwen Beitzel and her husband were fishethénfar northof the Great Barrier Redback in the

1970s. They used to O0rotated tdreadyfishedf f orts, not
hoping to build the stocks up. Gwen thinks that not so many people practice that style of fishing

any more.
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Terry Must is a fisher from Bowen who has seen a change in the way fish are processed and an
increase in the length of fishinggs. Trips used to be two or three weeks travelling up the

coast, whereas as a result of new technologies, now the trips may only be six days to obtain a
sufficient catch to make the trip viable. Terry also recaldsjears ago a fisher would be up

until midnight each night scaling and filleting the catch as everything was processed on board.
In the present there is a strding reef fishtrade,sosome boats do not need to scale or fillet

fish. He believes that theef fish fishingndustry has beconeasier as practices have changed.

Other boats have shifted from ice tolomard freezerand cool roomsThis has meant that
many more fish could be caught and taken back to the mainland at any one tim&oBdew
is proud of the fact that his boatltie the record for the greatest numbereaf fish caught in
one day: 1075 poundsdbout 485 kyof fillets. Now BrianFogertyis seeing fishertarget
smaller coral trout for live expodverseas.

Trawling

Cocky Watkins noticed that when the trawlingustryexpandedn the 1970s, there was a high
demand for boats which was not met. Rob Wood recollect#ntkize 1980s scallop trawling
was a lucrative business. They used to work the sandy areas right up to the reef. A new
technology was introduced Ibynning through the reef with a set of chains to stir up the
scallops, then go over it with the nets. Cocky recalls that:

They flogged it. They absolutely flogged it for everything it was worth. It was a
commercial industry and they just ploughed theaocand if there was a reef in their
road they just bowled it over.

[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

In contrast, only small trawlers wagethe Burnett Rivein the past and even nowadays

according to Peter Mulhall. Most of them use power boats or big titarag for prawns.

Peter remembers that trawlers used to burn 80 gallons [over 300 L] of fuel in a night, but he said
that that was nothing compared to the fuel consumption of the big boats now.

Navigation

Damien Langley used to do 12 month seasonstawder in the Torres Strait in the 1980s.

There was no GPS or map of the outer reefs, so he used to navigate by compass, sketching a
ma p . Mi ke Prior says it was finerve rackingbo
aid you had was your eyestime 1950s.

Brian Fogarty is a line fisher from Cooktown who says he still fishes like they did 100 years

f

ago, but he wouldndét attempt to go out now witHt

waste your fuel and vy o ensthdtthemew® ttadetbeomedanythe . Brian

1980s.

Numbers of fishing vessels

Ef fort has changed somewhat through the years

about the area in the 1950s. There were only about six or eight comrfiisheiediround &the

time and they all trolled for mackerel, as reef fish were considered too difficult tobestahse
lines would often be snagged on the r&fan Fogarty remembers in the 1970s there were four
trawlers working out of Cooktown and 10 or 15 working of Port Douglas. Now he recalls

that there are two in Port Douglas and none in Cooktown.

Costbenefit analysis

In the 1980s Robert Wood used to go out with a friend on a small line fishing boat to Lady
Musgrave Island. Over three days, they would @irpatch 1000 kilos of fish to make the trip
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financially worth it. According to Robert, fuel costs have now pushed those small boats out of
business.

Bruce Shepherd saw the Depression have an impact on the way people fished, including his

father. Inthel 9 3 0 s Brucebds father didnot catch enough
out to Michaelmas Cay worthwhile, so they resorted to explosives to kill large numbers of fish.

They would grind up some seagull or sooty tern eggs and chicks to usetasatigstct a fair

number of fish in anthen set the charge:

€ @ause that was the Depression and you've got to live and that's how they made their
living.
[Bruce Shepherd, Mission Beach]

Lifestyle

In contrast to the hantb-mouth existence in thesarty days, lifestyle was important to many
commercial fishers, a reason for getting into and staying in the industry. John and Linda
Rumney got into commercial fishing in the 1970s as a way of supporting their love of diving
and exploration. They found theould sell their fish as they went, pick up some more fuel and
ice and go onto the next port via the reefs.

Effects of regulations

The changes the rezoning and the reef plan have been the hardest things that come
through on us, as a reef fishermafeah. We put up with the weather, you know.
Doesndt matter i f you get a cyclone out the
these changes that have come through with the management plans are the hardest to hit
the industry. That has stopped thegth of the industry.
[Terry Must, Bowen]

According to the oral histories collected for Reef Recollections, regulations have affected all
aspects of commercial fishing, trawling and tourism business.

Trawling

Culturally, there is a commonly held distition between commercial line fishers and trawlers. It
was rare for people to hold both licences as there was some rivalry between the two groups.
Brian Atherton tried having both licences in the 1970s but it was too much hassle so he
evenually switched @er to trawling:

And the only reason because we went trawling, it was easier, easier money. | enjoyed

reef fishing a lot more, but it was easier [to be] on the trawler.
[Brian Atherton, Sarina]
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Tony Lee used to get woken up by the noise i
and lights of he trawlers off Mission Beach it -i ,‘\
the 1980s. Tony helped to stop trawling ther g,
in 2002 by showing a Senator the beach on %
beautiful day and told him to imagine the

beach full of bycatch and the impact that

would have on tourism. Jennifer Mondora s:
therestriction of trawling days has made a b §&
improvement on fish populations in some .
areas: one year she perceived that the traw!
took all the brood stock grunter in an area o
from Cairns and they were not seen in that | '
area for another eight years. An agglomeratlon of shells on Cooya beach

Regulations and rule violations

Many fishers talk about overregulation, having to comply with different levels of zoning, quotas
and licences passed Queenslan@nd Australian Government agencies. Accordmgeveral
fishers, there is a lot more paperwork now than ever before. One person noted that you must
write down every fish you catch.

Don Duffy told of how theReef would be overfished if zoning had not been implemented in the
early days. If someone fad a new little reef, they would mark it on their GPS and give the

coordinates to a few mates who would go and fish it out. Another commercial fisher has seen a
black market open up in the commercial fishing industry. As the shops have demand for smaller

sized fillets, he says, the commercial fishers will catch undersized fish, sell more of them and
reap a profit even if they get caught and fined. It should be noted however that many
participants believe that compliance with the regulations is very highgowmmmercial fishers

in general.

In the 1960s many of our participants saw or heard storigshefsfrom Asia who vould fish
illegally on the Reef for clam meathe local residents who spoke to us had no recent reports of
this occurring within the Mdne Park boundaries. However, in the 60s, Ena Coucom was at
Wreck Reef when she saw Asian fishers walking the beach with bags, picking up shells. After
they returned that evening, they found the clam shells had been opened and the meat taken.
Margaret Thosborne also saw this happening in Breok Islands off of Cardwell. She and her

husband found lots ofreceniye ad ¢l am shell s on the beach.

saw the same thing whilbdy were out fishing in the 60s:

Those bastards were ggimround with these big curved hooks you know and they just

ripped the clam out and opened it up and

clam. Thatodés all they were taking hey.
[Dave Nissen, Innisfail]
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Recreational activity

Recreational actity on theGreat Barrier Redfias changesdignificantlyover the past 60 years.
Snorkelling is and has been a pastime of many coastal resifleatsm, including diving and
snorkelling, is a large commercial business operating within the Marine Paede&adt supplies
large numbers of tourists with recreational activitigse advent of SCUBA art@ilored

tourism experiences haslvancedhe tourism industry into the largest reveraaning industry
on the Great Barrier Reef. Boat ownership is increpsas is the size of vessels being bought.

As a result, more people have access to the Reef and are able to travel to the outer reef than ever

before. Shell collecting was a popular hobby throughout the 50s, 60s and 70s but changed
markedly after the inéduction of restrictions on shell collecting on the Great Barrier Reef. [This
section examines peopleds descriptions pf

changed over the pdsb years.

Fishing

Fishing was a part of growing up for many cobstaidentsSeveraparticipants fished as kids
with d@bwvalcckmogs cane rods with a bit of l i ne
get tackle and hooks from scrounging the rocks at low tide for those lost by fishers during the

t hei

and

night. BruceShepherd grew up in Townsville in the 1940s and he remembers everyone paddling
Ross Chielelky ithamksé which were old fuel tanks t

check his fatherds crab pots.
Judy Norman grew up itihe soutlern part of the Mame Park and tells of a childhood memory:

| lived on the Boyne River. The mullet used to come up there to spawn and you could
go down the river in the rapids with a lantern on your dingy and the mullet would jump

in. If you happenedtoputanetacrgse u 6d have oihtherdweresvery
many .

many of them. You wouldnét want that
and wedd have mullet all the year.
[Judy Norman, Cooktown]

In the 1940s George Betteridge went out to Old Reef and Wilson Boiwethe age ol2. He
remembers vividly how his hands were sore from pullingagemperor: one day they were so
plentiful they caught 400 poundshiout 180 kyjof fish in oneday. Dave Nissen used to ride his
pushbike down to the beach with friendshe 1.940s and go spearfishing. Often he would pedal
home with a 50 poundbout 20 kybarramundi on the handlebars.

Queensland is one of the only states without recreational filberges Peter Mulhall can
remember growing up ithe 1950s iBurnettHeads, just outside Bundabeagd seeing all the
recreational fishers with their outboards, running nets in the bay for prawns, fish and crabs.
Things changed when regulations were introduced wheoenanercialicence was necessary in
order to useuchlarge nets.

Changes in fishing patterns

Robert Wood has seen a shift in patterns of recreational fishing. According to Robert, fishing
has becomextremely popular in Australia, thanks to the increasing interest in sports fishing.
Reef fishing has droppedarkedly as impoundment fishing has taken off as a pastime.

In the 1990s Bruce Shepherd used to see many tourist fishers get carried away with their
catches. They would often catch too many for them to eat or give awap avalld dump
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them. Themew badimitswereset o reduce this problem and Bruce
fish being dumped for quite a few years.

Tricks and secrets

Particular tricks of the trade were prevalent in our stories. Many fishers had special bait they

used to target their Yaurite fish: people would use tailor, garfish, liver soaked in kerosene,

green tree frogs, sand worms, prawns and cut up fish. For example, lvan Garrod would only

| ook for c¢crabs in the months with anoddd in it:
be hibernating. Many fishers from the coast know that shortly after a substantial rainfall, the

prawns willemerge

Bennett Walker commented that pumpkin het
trevally only come into the Daintree River at
certain times of year, usually August/
Sepember when the black bean tree blossom
Bruce Shepherd noted that from June througl
August spotted and grey mackerel were the
"bread and butter" fish that were caught most
easily. Frank Cooper would always catch mot
fish in the wet season than any ottiete of
year.

Neville RobertsofH u g h e s én-ldwagedh €
to take him fishing. He had a very exacting
mode of fishing: by a diary which had passed
through two generations of fishers with specif
information on different types of fish. This wa:
not consdered normal for everyone, but he

would always come home with a catch. Bruce Shepherd and his world record fron
the International Game Fish Association

[H]e had this diary and he would fish by the diary. You know, you had to be at a
certainplacea 12 o0o6cl ock on 6 June and it was a m
overboard you would catch salmon. And they would go to that place and know that
they would catch fish. It just happened.
[Neville RobertsorHughes, Gladstone]

A feed of fish

Many people had tales of large supplies of fish. Murray Islaodh of the Great Barrier Reef,

has deep water very close to the shore, so in the 1940s it was possible to just throw your line off
the beach and catch trevally or any other fish, says Neil, Babturray Islander. In the 1960s

Dave Nissen never had a problem getting a feed of barramundi as the rivers were full of fish.

Neville RobertsorHughes recalls a friend of his who used to gorge himself on oysters in the
1970s. Neville would drop him o#it Gatcum Heads and pick him up three hours later, with a
full galvanised pail of oyster meat and a full belly of the same. Ivan Garrod from Bowen once
caught 125 mackerel in one day during the-80d while Bruce Shepherd caught 150 fish in

two days irnthe norttern region of the Great Barrier Reef around 15 years ago.
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Changes in &elling activity

Peter Mulhall collected shells along the
southern boundary of the Marine Park back £
the 60s. Peter and his friends would only e
collect a few shells éeach reef and would
swap with the Yeppoon Shell Club (now
Shell World). In contrast, before sustainabl
collecting became widespread, John Rumn
used to take a boat load of shell collectors
once every couple of months. They would
collect all nightcoming back with hundreds
or thousands of shells. Now there are limits
how many and what types of shells can be
collected, which has impacted on the
popularity of the pastime.

Shell World oyster shell collection

Ena Coucom helpstorun ShellWibrl i n Yeppoon. Shell Worl dbés di sp
many enthusiastsoO6 collections. Enads passion f ¢
husband learned about the life history and hames of the different types of shells. It was

commonplace for shetlollectors to take the live shells as they would be in better condition.

Everyone seemed to know a different way to extract the animal and clean the shell. Annette

Whitney of Sarina recalls shelling in the 70s: only taking a few of each species. Basiayirs|

the 70s had cones, bival vesd paltwuites!, arslty olmlsu @ |
shells which were quite rare. Last year, she saw just as many shells:as ever

The water hardly went off from the beach yet the cowries were still @ tinel rocks.
This was a beach north of Airlie Beach.
[Annette Whitney, Sarina]

Ena noticed that over the years she would have to mc
farther out to find nice shells in the southern reefs as-
numbers dwindled closer to shore.

|

I!I“l

il
il ¢ Glenda's appuach reflects the changes in attitudes
towards collecting as the numbers of shells have

declined:

We | | if I find a dead s
if ités alive € | figur
Theydve got to br e edshaly

0
for future generations.
[Glenda, Bowen]

Glenda
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Diving

According to the oral histories collected for the Reef Recollections project, few people had

acquired aqualungs or SCUBA equipment 40 to 50 years ago, but the activity really took off in

the 1988 as the equipment became more sophisticated and available. Gordon La Praik bought

his first aqualung when he was-g@arsold around 1960, but he rarely used it as he had to send

the tanks to Brisbane to get them refilled. Alan Cochrane has been ceoti8&BA dive for

40 years because he was taught back then by a
instructors, there were no dive shgps he recal | s.

In the early days there were no wetsuits, no drysuits and no weight belts. Gordon La Praik had
to wear woollen jumpers tied on to his body with a rope. Because of the lack of facilities for
divers at the time, he remembers it wdbearn as you goprocess.

Nobody knew anything about this diving business. Like noe knew, we di dnét
even abut how to equalise pressure inside your ears. There was no training like they
do today; people become aware and then they do something. Back then we jumped in
and did it.
[Gordon La Praik Sy Emu Park]

One of the motivations for Alan CochranetoggtuCoc hr aneds Arti fi ci al Re e
became bored easily with the local sites, a concepiths incomprehensible to Alan:

émost people, they want to see giant fish a
cetera, whereas to me a nudibranch ig pss fascinating, if not more so.
[Alan Cochrane, Bundaberg]

Lyle Squire began his love of the Reef as a spear fisher, first diving the creeks, then joining a

dive club. Lyle has passed on his love of diving to his family, but is a little concernieid for

sons. When he first started diving, he was the first person to explore dive sites off Cairns. Now
Aitds all been doneo and to seek that adventur e
more dangerous.

Damien Langley wa%addicted"to the thril and the danger of diving. He recounts some of his
experiences diving:

I've had a fair few goes at the bends. I've been in the chamber three times and I've had
about five bends where | shouldn't have. I've had teeth explode, I've had my eyes pushed
out, ears bleed, sinuses bleed, grabbed by giant gropers under water and shaken
around, pushed around by tiger sharks. You see crocodiles in your average day. I've
been stung by a cone shell and [it] paralysed one side of me and just about rolled me.
I've beerstung by Irukandji. Stone fish, | couldn't tell you how many times, to the stage
where you're nearly immune. Box jellyfish, lion fish, bearded girls, bitten by morays
and mud crabs and you name it I've had it happen to me.

[Damien Langley, Wonga Bedch
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Tourism

Tourism on the Great Barrier Reef takes many forms, such as snorkelling with a tour group,
live-aboard cruises to the outer reef, day trips diving the suBk&nYongalahiring a charter tg
land a prize winning Marlin, relaxing at the fiverstasort on Lizard Island, sailing in the
Whitsundays, visiting the underwater observatory at Great Keppel Island, swimmirdyvsaith
minke whales on the Ribbon Reefs and so on. All of these activities are aimed at different
markets, require different sgaces and are dependent on where along the Queensland coast one
is. Tourism on the Great Barrier Reef started as quite small scale local operations, such as
private charter boats and governmeammissioned bus tours. The industry began to boomi|in
the 1988 and over time, particularly in the last 15 years, tourism has diversified to
accommodate new markets.

John Smith was friends with the owners of an island resort in the Whitsundays in the 1950s. He

would often stop at Lindeman and have lunch with thalfga or take part in the entertainment

of the guests; even taking a few out on his own boat. He knows it would be illegal today, but

says Ain those days it didndét matter 0. He t hen
1970s, going out to the marsfands in the Whitsundays twice a week.

In the 1970s David Hutchen bought a yacht and began running day trips to Hamilton Island.
There were ntargeferries then and he provided the only way for most people to get to
Hamilton Island. Even in the 1980shitehaven Beach was untouched because the only access
to it was via a private baat

So | set up this boat to go to the Whitsundays, go to Whitehaven Beach on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays. And within two or three weeks, it was-atibokk every
day,350 people. So | had to make it seven days a week and [now when 1] get round
there, thereds 150 boats there. So whether
credit for opening up Whitehaven Beach to the world.

[David Hutchen, Whitsundays]

Quality service

The Whitsunday coast is now one of the tourism
Hutchen strived to create a better experience by buying better food, having a qualified nurse on

board at all times and instigating the use of displesaouthpieces for snorkels. The concept

was so well received that Daydream Island and Sea World now use them too. It was not easy

though: for many years Davidwasuda@airo 6 cl ock in the morning and wi
until seven in the evening, seveays a week. He would also dive before the tour group got into

the water and remove the dead broken coral from on top of the live coral to enhance its

appearance.

One of the other major tourist destinations on the Great Barrier Reef is the -Gaons

Douglas region. John Rumney saw tourism grow from just two boats operating in Port Douglas
in the 80s to the tourism epicentre it is today. The concept has not changed much however:
according to John, you provide a service for whatever activity is desired.

You have the fishing people and the diving people. | think everybody was pretty excited
about going to the reef and that kind of thing. It was a lot farther away back then and
the boat was very little. You nowovbhdtld n 6t eve
mean? The economy of scale and the economics of tourism has created the
Quicksilvers and the Great Adventured| the little boats that take 120 peopleve
were taking eight people.
[John Rumney, Port Douglas]
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Increased tourism

InBundabey i n the 1980s, Atourism was rearing its
a bit more moneyod says Al an Cochrane, founder
projectturnedreality took many years to come to fruition but now is estimatdmting around

$1 million to Bundaberg annually. Bennett Walker also saw tourism ramp up in t#89mid

According to Bennett, Mossman Gorge would get around 20 cars a day back then and today it is

closer to 2,000. The Walker Family began running cultinals after they had requests from

friends who came to visit, whom they took into the mangroves and showed them how to hunt

and fish.

Some might say that the increased number of recreational visitors to the Great Barrier Reef has
reduced the intensity dfie experience. John Harper is a Whitsunday local and even when he
visits tuckedaway local spots he finds

éall of the good anchablochgithpeopler e absol utely
[John Harper, Airlie Beach]

Charter tours

While changes in fishing attitudend practice were examined in an earlier section, it is

important to recognise that tourtsased fishing, such as charter tours, have changed over time

too. While in the past charter fishing tourists would often try to catch enough fish to justify the

cost of the trip (such as John DO6Ursods work in
emphasis has changed to the catobirelease for the thrill of the catch rather than to take home

atrophy fishGwen Beitzel 6s son Jamm eCariurnnss .s plotrétss aflils he
experience she explains:

He only takes tours, |l i ke he takes fishin

l anding it for commercial|, to sell it He 6 s

greattimelanding t . And they get a queen fish and tF

|l ong as itds a fish and it jumps and it pul
[Gwen Beitzel, Wonga Beach]

g
0

Damien Langley speaks passionately about his motivation for running thertinls of his
business:

| can go run my boat and make X amount of thousand dollars as a commercial
fisher man. But | can take a person out who
catch the fish of their Ilfwhandlbhey@b ae
passion for. | just take people and make them too happy.

[Damien Langley, Wonga Beach]

For divers, exploring the underwater realm is the attraction. Tourist divers tend to enjoy being
amongst the coral, fish and other sea life. Wheny Fontes arrived in Airlie Beach in the 70s,
there was one dive shop, Barrier Reef Diving Services, which he eventually bought a half share
in. The industry took off and Airlie supported around three or four dive shops through the 90s. It
eventually paked at seven, but today there are none due to a drop in backpauften

increase in sail boats:

ve shops and thatos

Today the town has no di
theredebdasl waoys ders as

entity to sailing and
sailing, sailing and diving.
[Tony Fontes, Airlie Beach]
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Theme 4: Community Perspectives

Population, community, family

Queensland has been a land of plenty for thousands of years and a land of opportunity|for non
Indigenous Austr@ns and immigrants for ov@00years. Many people moved here from other

places within Australia and overseas to take advantage of the more recent opportunities| for jobs
in industries such as fishing, mining and other resources.

The Great Depression (1932) was a time of extreme hardship for people in Queensland just
as much as for the rest of Australia. After the stock market crash in Wall Street in October 1929
created a worldwide economic Depression, unemployment in Australia reached its peak|in mid
1932 when almost 32 per cent of Australians were out of work (Australian Government, 2007).

—

The Great Depression meant that children from working class families often left sch8airs
14-yearsold to find jobs to help support the family. Near the Gigarrier Reef, fishing was
considered one of the better jobs to get because the work was quite well paid compared to other
unskilled labour. Migrants, particularly those from Italy and southern Europe, were at| times

resented because they worked for lowages than others (Australian Government, 2007).

After the Depression, through World War Il and beyond, the fishing industry within and around
the Great Barrier Reef developed due to the introduction of otter trawling for prawns, the
development of refrigration and other preservation technology, govermieehaind privately
inspired expansion of fishing into remote waters and new attitudes in professional fisheries
(Haysom, 2001). This provided the livelihood for many families living altme nortkern
Queensland coast and, indeed, was one of the fewctsiv sources of food for very popr
families.

Population

Many of the stories provided to the Reef Recollections project described life in Queensland and
reflected on the changes in the Reef, fish suppty most especially the cultures and attitudes

of local residents over time. People talk about the implications of an increase in population on
their lifestyles: where they live, how they relax and recreate and the impact on quality of life.
Two of the aras with large increases in tourism and resident population are Airlie Beach (and
the Whitsundays) and Port Douglas.

In his Reef Recollections oral history, Frank Cooper describes how the population of Port
Douglas changed:

| 6ve seen itthbaow2060omeéplesso what it i

thousand.
[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]
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John Harperés family was one of the first to s
the present day, John noted the change in the population:

In the first years it was okay, there were a few people around, there were people we
knew. There were Proserpine people who came and started living at Airlie Beach and
then gradually, gradually, gradually é ther
all the houses started to come up and then gradually bit by bit it grew and grew and
grew.
[John Harper, Airlie Beach]

Population, boating and fishing

As with Airlie Beach, the Reef Recollections
oral histories noted that other country towns
have gone througpeaks and troughs of
employment and industry as well. According
the oral histories, when Queensland coastal
residents are not prosperous they have
historically relied on catching fish as an
important source of food. Likewise, people
commented that theod of recreation people
had was dependent on what people could
afford. Alan Cochrane, a lorime resident of
Bundaberg, noted that Bundaberg had times :
being wealthy and other times where there were social and economic problems and
unemployment.le ar |l y ti mes, few could afform@ anything
with which to go fishing. Alan speaks of the 1960s when people, who relied on fishing as their
livelihood, started to create artificial reefs in the inshore areas of the Grear BReeif to

attract fish close enough to home that they could use their small boats.

In the early 1980s, David Hutchen opened up the access to Whitehaven Beach and other
destinations within the Whitsundays. He reflects on the need for boats to semttioast

When | first went to Whitehaven Beach in my yacht Banjo Paterson one weekend, there

was absolutely none there. Not a soul. And the reason for that was pretty simple: you

coul dndét get there unless you owned your ow
[David Hutchen, AirlieBeach]

Recreational boating has increased substantially since then and has opened up the Reef to many
people who had not previously experienced it. Over the past seven years, for example,
recreational boat registrations have increased fro808% 80000 along the Queensland coast

next to the Great Barrier Reef.

Bruce Shepherd, a farmer from Mission Beach, reflected on the increase in number in recent

times of farmers who, in the e$ieason, could go fishing through the week for the first time. In

cont ast, industry such as the sugar mills | ocal
days a weeko according to Neville Eathorne and
have less time to join sports clubs but more disposable income with twticly boats and

other things than in the past.
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Boating and fishing

Recreational visitorsé6é attitudes towards boati:H
1970s. At that time people stayed closer to shore out of respect for the dangerousf tiagure

sea, according to Brian Atherton in Sarina.

Bruce Shepherd commented that the Afishing pre:c
recreational fishing and more commercial fishing in the area. He said he has noticed around
Mission Beach that

|l nstead of one boat a fortni
got to book your parking spo
go out.

ght , one boat a
t to | aunch you

[Bruce Shepherd, Mission Beach]

Similarly, Brian Atherton notes thatound the islands near Sarina it is more difficult to catch

fish of a sufficient number and size at present than in the 1970s. While the pattern of fishing at

both time periods, is similar, in that fAsome d
go out youdd get a good feedo. He attributes t
people fishing. Compared to the 1970s, today there are

— NN

€ pr ob dwlfisherr@e as against 1000 fishermen.
[Brian Atherton, Sarina]

In Gladstone, there is ashg recreational fishing culture. However, access to good fishing
spots without a boat is limited, according to Neville Robertdoghes.

Community

In theReef Recollections oral historigthe Great Barrier Reef provided a strong focus in the
past for saial activity. Over the years, the activities and uses of the Reef have changed due to
soci al and environment al shifts, but it i s stil

Mi chael Hackett recall s the t iomwmgldcenreonhe 1940s
Campwin Beach, near Sarina

Yeah, all the kids on the beach would meet
and pick up all the debris on the beach and make a bonfire. And a good time had by all,
because we were making our own.fun

[Michael Hackett, Sarina]

While kids were building bonfires on Campwin Beach, the Molongle Creek Boat Club was
having working bees at Cape Upstart. George Betteridge recalls:

| think | started [the Molongle Creek Boat Club] in 1964. It was hard ta@gatg for a
whil e but once | got it going it was amazin
them. It was amazing. | put on a working bee of a Sunday and got half a dozen men to
do this and half a dozen t o deoy 6tdh abte af nad |vyi onug
over and getting in one anotherds road ther
was terrific.

[George Betteridge, Ayr]

Joe Lintonés family developed a I|ittle villag

e
mainly becauseth f ami | y fAwould come over for a weekend
to buy a hut. He recalls:
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éthereds a section of about eight huts toge
commi t ment as suché | had mheuwtherosideé =
then the next three huts up are cousins of mine.

[Joe Linton, Ayr]

Sharing and bartering

A common theme from the 1920s through to the 1950s and the present day is that the

recreational fishers shared, bartered or traded their fishmwéthbers of the community. This

could be on the side of a commerci al busi ness,
father George caught fish in the rivers near Ayr. Neville recalls deliveringstheofmembers

of the community:

[Dadlhadaseto cal es hanging in the tree and heodd
baskets on ouriNoeivkielsl eantdhihse 6odn esbasy f or Mr s. S
onebs for so and so and youdd fill up your

town to that side obivn just delivering the fish.
[Neville Eathorne, Ayr]

Others would barter their fish for other goods, such as Neville Robéttsog h e s én-ldwat h e r
in the 1920s

[I'n Gl adstone it was] mostly working peopl e
Depresi on and things |ike that they didnét ha:
going on | know, but if people got a couple of blocks of butter they would barter with
someone else for maybe a gallon of fuel or something like that. They would get by that
way.
[Neville RobertsorHughes, Gladstone]
The Walker family in Cooya north of Port Aot . R
Douglas still share their fish with their !&M
community: Brandon explained what \ W
happens on their regular fishing trips
around the area:
I f people want ausmnm g
money for fuel or
a couple of mull et
of fish, weol/l go
share it all around.
[Brandon Walker, Cooya]
Car IWNOw [l
Patsy Lee has a similar philosophy. For LtoR: Bennett Walker Bradley Plerce Linc
over seventy yeafr s, Walker, Brandon Walker and his baby
breamd and still pe
need them:
And | give them to a |l ot of people that ¢
fish, you know, like,oldensi oner s and that. And when | ¢
pumpkin sitting there, or there mighe a dozen eggs. Andlsag,i, yousebre mad.
|l &m only giving it to you." I dondét want it

[Patsy Lee, Gladstone]
Conversation poirg

Other stories showed that the Great Barrier Reef was more of a focus for social interaction, for
strengthening community. Neville Robertsdaghes described how, because they were
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Afishing for necessityo, the colpfoausedidny around ¢
fishing. He described how people would compare the number of fish they caught and use this as

a conversation point. While he described this as developing in the 1920s, this continues to the

present day.

Graham Humphries, a professional djaescribes this perfectly:

Fishing is actually the number one sport in
think i f ytnnieadnodn 6gto hoauvte faor t he weekend, you
Youbdbre not on the socihatjexcepirset because every

[Graham Humphries, Gladstone]

Further up the coast in Ayr, Joe Linton, a farmer, recalls the more inclusive approach of the
community around Cape Upstart in the 1960s. There was some verbal jostling between the
yachts and the motor boats:

Theydédre rag and stick and we were stink boa
you always had plenty of things to talk about.
[Joe Linton, Ayr]

Changes to community

The oral histories for Reef Recollecticstsowedhat the increased use of the MariPark has
had an impact on the availability of fish, quality of sea life and other environmental changes.
Many people who provided oral histories for Reef Recollections commented on their beliefs
about the reasons for this change, which mainly centredkamy too many fish or the wrong

types.

The changes that occurred in the way people use the Marine Park were sometimes very swift.
Two stories highlight this theme clearly but in very different ways. Maria Vouyioukas, now the
owner of a fish shop in Hoe Hill, recalls spending her childhood at Rocky Ponds in the 1960s,
which changed once the Greek families started to make enough money to spend on recreation:

As | said, we all went [to Rocky Ponds]. The whole Greek community practically met
there on &Saturday or a Sunday and they would take a picnic and all meet. The men
would go fishing and sometimes they would start a fire and cook it. That was when
people didnét have boats and they coul dnodt
boatsandthegt art ed getting huts and then the com
when it finished.

[Maria Vouyioukas, Ayr]

The other story is from Bruce Shepherd in Mission Beach and relates to the way the community

pulled together to raise funds for the locdi@al up until the tightening up of food safety

regulations irthe 1990s. In particular, tiganana Festival was the major fundraiser for the

school, with the Lions running the bar, Rotary selling steak burgers and the school selling fish

and chips. The scolclubused t o get fish from the caravan peé
catching fisho and froze it ready to sell at 1t

Bruce continues the story:

When the Banana Festival was on they had a
Healthand Safety has changed all that. You've got to buy your fish from the Fish Board,
horrible thought to have tourists actually handling fish that people eat. So all that
source of fish has stopped, whether it's a good thing or not, | don't think it is.

[Bruce Shepherd, Mission Beach]

Page B5



Family

The stories of the Reef that people recalled very often included members of their family. From

the time that they arrived at their new place of residence with their spouse or as a child growing

up, peopl e dtedadventures teasincludedtioeyeople closest to them. Family, then,

is a thread through the stories that is sometimes invisible and sometimes as thick as the rope on

a trawler net. The beach and the family are int
growing up in Sarina as a child in the 1940s:

Youdbd have a swim of a morning about hal
down about half past three until about fiwv
swim. And the women would be sitttmqn t he beach just watching t
the women a chance to have someone to talk to and so it was a happy time.

[Michael Hackett, Sarina]

f p
i e

There are many families throughout tAeeat Barrier Reethat centred their lives on fishing.
Many were lorn to it:

Everybody in my family, on my side, on the
fishermen.
[Damien Langley, Wonga Beach]
Others fell into it out of need:

| tell you in our days, not that we were desperately broke or anything, but our family
were battlers and the bit of fish that | brought home from the river was an important
part of our fare you know.
[ John D6Ur so, l nni sf ¢

Often, however, fishing was recreation for families that may not have had a lot of disposable
income and a gooday for children to amuse themselves:

And we used to, as kids get all our fishing tackle in the bream season. Blokes would

spill their tackle box and all the gear, the sinkers and the hooks and that would be all in

the rocks. So we used to go out at lmle in the day with a bucket and get all this gear.

You know you made do with whatever you go a
[Peter Mulhall, Burnett Heads, 1950s]

Fishing, then and families, are themes that underlie many of the stories pébpkthe Great
Barrier Reef. Sometimes the family features more strongly in the stories and other times the
fishing is the main subject, with family lurking around in the background.

Fishing and social clubs

Within the Reef Recollections project, fisgiand other interest clubs provided (and continue to
provide) a range of opportunities for their members and other people. A number of interest
clubs, such as shell clubs, diving and fishing clubs were founded in the 1960s along the
Queensland coast nehetGreat Barrier Reef so that members could better enjoy the Reef.
Many of these continue to exist in the present day. Based on the oral histories, it is clear that
clubs along the Marine Park served a social function, where people with similar intexetis m
discuss or practise their craft. In particular, the shell clubs served a social function for many
women. Ena Coucom recalls the Yeppoon shell club in the 1960s:

We used to go and visit one anotherds house

then the actual formation was 1962.

[Ena Coucom, Yeppoon]
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Functions of clubs

Clubs can be a mechanism for communicating with government, representing a community in

for mal channels to make sure residendtld voices
otherwise may not be provided:

Wel |l when youdbve got a | ot of blokes going
developing and you could see it needed things like ramps and all that sort of stuff so
youdd all get togeutheirt .anYouwoc swimkn dhti nde mddroc

government or anything like that. You did it yourself back in them days and we did.
[George Betteridge, Ayr, 1960s)

One of the important functions a club can have is to provide excitement in the form of
competitions andxgeditions. Many people recalled trips out to the Reef and competitions there
and in creeks and a number recognised that the club gave them opportunities to use equipment
that they could nipafford to buy for themselves:

Back then all the divers in Cairmgho wanted to go spearfishing had to go out on
charter boat s, because there was no ot her w
was in the dive club would go out on the spearfishing trips.

[Lyle Squire, Cairns, 1980s]

| never ever owned a boat bégough to [go to Elliott and Musgrave Islands] myself.
So | always went with other peopleéas part
[Peter Mulhall, Burnett Heads, 1970s]

Learning and training

Belonging to a club can lead to other things such eareer
or greater knowledge or un
Gordon LaPraik Sr joined the Yeppoon Shell Club in the
1950s to learn about shells but not collecting:

They were running around and swapping shells an
things like that whereas wheroloked at them |
wanted to know more ab«
seeing how they lived, what they did.

[Gordon La Praik Sr, Emu Park

Gordon went on to take some spectacular photographs of
corals in the Keppel Islands that have been used in Sment
works including a book on soft corals and sea fans.

Gordon LaPraik with some-of

In the 1970s Lyle Squire f his photographic slides

with the Cairns Dive Club and then:
After a couple of jobs | worked in a dighop and from the dive shop | went and bought

a fishing boat and went and did spearing as a living.
[Lyle Squire, Cairns]
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Source of income

Quite a number of people recounted stories of taking members of a shell club, fishing club or
diving club out ora charter trip. These trips contributed substantially to the source of work
professional charter operators had:

We would go out with a boat full of shell collectors and they would collect all night in
the low tides and they would come back with hundiédst thousands of shells.
[John Rumney, Port Douglas, 1970s]

But | used to do a | ot of shelling trips &
trips from Townsvill e, Cairns and I nnisfai/l
might only do thg say three or four times a year but over the years there were a lot of
trips.

[ John D6Ur so, l nni sfail,

Changes to clubs
Joe Lintonbs father was one of t he founders of

1962 and the Clubrernans an i mportant part of Joebs |ife.
to have to work harder and |l onger to make the s
chance as often to go over to Cape Upstart. However, Joe said that his involvemeatda the

and the Boat Club dAstill stands as a high prior
Whil e peopleds changing |ifestyles affected t he

times it was an external factor that drove the changes to clubs. Patsy Lee was the pffesident
fishing club in Gladstone but things changed:

Al'l the fishing clubs have just about <cl ose
in a fishing club and we hardly catch a fish, so | stopped the club because | was the
president.

[Patsy Lee, Glad®ne]
Jennifer Mondora has a story that highlights the impatetlefision on her fishing club:

We practised [fishing] casting #lhe northCairns ANSA [Australian National Sportfishing
Association] into pushbike tyres. It all came to a dead stop whéhifdl [TV show] came out
and started at @0pmi it wiped out the practice.

[Jennifer Mondora, Cairns, 1960s]
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Theme 5: Place

Introduction

I n |Iiterature relating to conserving, managing
used to refer to a bounded geographical area thabhasmeaning for people (Pocock, 2003).

This meaning is mostly created through people visiting a place, connecting with it in some way

and taking photographs, mementos or other objects (such as a fish) as a way of remembering

that meaning. According to Pado(2003), the philosophical literature makes the distinction

bet weenaBpdaseri bed 6 alichismeradynhd geGgsaphical area itself.

She says that

éspace is the gener al and absoluteh category
social meaning.
[Pocock 2003 p.49].

6Pl aced is important to people because it is of
experience of a space that people remember, learn and collect knowledge (Casey, 1996, in

Pocock 2003). Learning to fislgrfexample, happens in a particular place and the skills and
memories and knowledge are collected because of
history, based in a particular geographic area, can be collected, held and treasured for years or
generatdns. It also means that different people and different communities can hold quite

diverging connections and associations with any given space. Traditional Owners of particular

areas have for thousands of years passed down to younger generations teimssaitom and

hi story. This creation of the meaning of O6pl ac:e
makers, tourists and other local residents create their memories and meanings of a particular

place and these are also very important. Soneepldevelop meaning through the multitude of

created memories and sometimes can achieve almost mythical status, even for people who have

never visited themselves. Pocock describes it like this:

It also points to the issue of social reproduction in whsitdties, memories and
thoughts are transmitted within and between generations and through which particular
places may come to be valued as heritage.

[Pocock 2003 p.52]

One such place is the Great Barrier Reef. In previous sections, the Reef has lwred,expl

described and celebrated in its entirety and according to a range of specific themes such as
species, environment and management. I n this se
particular areas and regions of the Reef and the Great Barrier Raeé ¥ark are explored

and celebrate(kee Figure 1).
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Region 1: Farnorthern andthe Cape York Peninsula

[ The Reef is] my other home. | O0ve spent so
dondét think of: i t 6 skapoutsyaur houseeyroeu. dlotn®g  Igii kvee
any thought , vy dhere.jThesame thingawiththeRdt, iytodus know, i
just there.

[Lyle Squire, Cairns]

Theregionthatisrefr r ed t o i n t loirgd hpame ra nads Ctalpe fiYfoark mPen
reaches from Tully inthe southo the tip of the Cape York Peninsula and beyond to Thursday

Island, Murray Island and the Torres Strait. Many commercial fishers and trawlers spend
significant amounts of time covering this area, even if their home is fuathin or beyond
Australiads borders. While there have bgegen | oc:
many people visithe far northand the Cape York Peninsula and discover such a connectign
with the place that they settle, develop roots eedte families in the area. This has been gaing
on for generations.

The far north as home
The far northfor Bennett Walker, is a culturaub filled with family history:

My mum was born at the Mossman Gorge up in an old camp up there. So she was born
on the river bank.
[Bennett WalkerCooyd

Nourishment
A Daintree man himself, Bennett fouoyato be a good place to bring ajs two sons,
Brandon and Linc:

This was the best environment for these féllase cause t heyére both hea
[Bennett Walkr, Cooyd

Brandon recalled that he and his brother
used to row out af-
boat with fisho an:
From these beginnings, Brandon and Lin
have opened a business running cultural &
tours in the local area. Linc believ that a
connection to and an understanding of, tf
local area is really important for the healtl
of the Aboriginal population.

He notes:

™ Mg s
- » N . s
B, ! WX e £ h )

A |l ot of people dc RIS ’ B 4
of a healthy 1ifes Lakefield National Park, near Cooktown,
Aboriginal food system has just lxen far north Queensland

down so if we can keep that up, [it will] help the people as well.
[Linc Walker, Cooya]
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Brandon agrees and enjoys teaching people about what they can find from land that is
nourishig and healtiyiving:

Most people we take, theydve never wal ked thro
anything out of the mangroves.
[Brandon WalkerCooyd

Work life

Neil Tabo was born on Murray Island in the Torres Strait and moved to Brantkide of Ayr

in his later years. In between, Neil was taken to school on Thursday Island by his auntie and

uncle and returned to Murray I|Island to finish ¢
grandfather taught him how to fish and collect trochuissherochus diving was the only

option for school leaver boys so that is what Neil did until he got a job working on the railway

for 30years.

Bruce Shepherd has a long historyhe far northregion. He was born in Babinda and remained

there to trairas an electrician at Babinda Mill. Bruce worked at a power station outside Tully

and from there moved to Mission Beach to become afafimdrave ndét travell ed muc
hecommented

During the Great Depressi on, B had thecideaof f at her we
harvesting coral and Adoing it wup for saled. TI
Cairns. From there, he left the coral business and got a job driving boats from Tully Heads

along the beach, collecting fruit from Dunk Isleent delivering provisions.

Born and bred in Innisfail, John DO6Urso refe
and around I nnisfail as Athe Rivero with |if
identity and he fellintochartevor k by being fiéal ways fish mad an
boat that was big enough that local people started to ask him to take them out fishing. After a

few of these, the harbour master pulled him aside and explained he needed to get his licence to
undetake these trips, which he did. (The harbourmaster also commissioned him to assist the

ships that came into Mourilyan Harbour so he ¢
combination of fishing and charter work kept him busy: the Reef provided him aithree of

income for many, many years. John retired and describes himself as

éold and jaded, | 6m out of it | 6m f i ni shed
| 6ve had a | ot of fun on the reef and | use
[ J o hUnso, thibisfail]
Being a child

Places are really important to Dave Nissen: all of his adventures are anchored to a town or an
area or a river. Born in Tully, as a child Dave was big on outdoors activities:

We used to ride our push bikes from EIl Arisivddo the beachnd go spearing. When
Iwas 10yearso | d wedd be dri ving b abarlamundionhe Ar i sh
handle bars of the pushbike you know.

[Dave Nissen, Innisfail]
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I n the 1950s, Daveds mum:

€ used to go downBayandtheh
old man would put a tent up and mum would be thert
with all us bloody red Indians running around.

[Dave Nissen, Innisfail]

Daveds work was mainly as &
building power stations Dave appreciated the beauty and
pristine condition of various parts of the north, while valuing
hunting and adventure as well. In between jobs Dave spent
of time croc huting on the Cape York Peninsufa:l | us't
spearing, raping and pillagingey . 6 He set upl
behind Tully to have children, but it was far from a traditiona
childhood for them: Dave Nissen

[My] daughter always said they were brought up in the back of a Land Rover goin
Cape York.
[Dave Nissen, Innisfail]

Social connection

Furtheryp nort h, Laurence fASIlingerd Rootsey has
community connection and identity. Laurence is profoundly deaf and communicates with other
Cooktown residents by way of a form of sign language he made up many yearsragw. Sli

worked for the Cook Shire Council on the roads for most of his life. Nowadays he goes down to
the Cooktown wharf every morning to go fishing. He often hooks something but often has
accidents so there are stories every morning about the fish thatayot@ooktown, therefore,

is a source of fables and stories and provides topics that he can speak with others about.
Slingerdés friend comments that:

Heol | show you the new c
to hangonto a 200 pound stingray or something.
[A friend of Laurence "Slinger" Rootsey, Cooktow

Brian Fogarty is another local resident of Cooktown whos
home town provides background to his life as a mackerel
fisher. Born on Thursday Island and havingvemb around
northernQue ns |l and, Brian doelsim
his tales of mackerel fishing in the far north. He started
fishing 30 years ago and used to do a lot of diving:

[ Divingds] one of the rec¢

Yeah we had goged boat amongst a few mates when |

in Cairns and we used to go out and do a bit of diving a

yeah thatds how | got int

Laurence "Slinger" Rootsey [Brian Fogarty, Cooktown]
in Cooktown
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The safe haven

I n contrast to the 0 btefannordendthelCapyarkoPerdineutaa | resi de
those who moved intthe far nortern region describe an area that they were drawn to, either
because it was a safe haven for them, or because it was a wonderland

Theredbs no pl ace otnhatnh eP oprlta nbDeotu gtlhaast.d sl thbest tjeu
We | | itdéds got <climate, number one. I'tbés got
air. |l tds got the purest drinking water tha
just there. The beachisjusethr e . The rainforest is just up

surrounded by beautiful trees, Ulysses butterflies, birds and nice people.
[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]

Gwen Beitzel said that

|l ove with Wonga Beachd
found it great fun. It was also a place that suited he
husbandds health so the
commercial fishers so that they could enjoy the
lifestyle.

John and Linda Rumney came to Australia from the
United States in 1974, not knowingethwere going to
stay. The Great Barrier
Aincredible. o They want
could dive and explore so they, too, became
commercial fishers:

6cause that paid as yo
and then we didur diving and snorkelling and
island explorations and all that between the
commercial fishing. Gwen Beitzel with her paintings

[John Rumney, Port Douglas

While they loved Cape Tribulation, Linda and John decided to live in Port Douglas because

wejust kept going until the first port where you could still sell your fish and get ice,
whi ch was Port Douglasélt was definitely a
"you could never do this in the States, this is so amazing, we are sb Kicyvé d

go, wedd | eave Port and you wouldnét see an
couple and then nothing unfiThursday Islandg i t 6s t he most beauti fu
world.

[John Rumney, Port Douglas]

Frank Cooper was born in Adelaide and liveeré) Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. Frank

had a case of wanderl ust and throughout his | if
di scovered Port Douglas on a trip around Austr e
the best pl dikeelJohn and lAndsRumrey, Frank gt a commercial fishing

|l icence because AdAit was a nice way to make a |
Doudas but always returned because:

éemy heart was stildl back i n Pladidefcolrsen gl as wa
[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]
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As it became better knowhRrank felt quite protective of Port Douglas

sort of want it to change but that
keep it secret forever.
[Frank Cooper, Port Douglas]

di dn
ul dn

[e)Ne))

[ i t
coul t
Other people came tbe far norttbecause it was a safe and supportive place. Judy Norman

found work as a chef on Green Island in the 1940s and, while shifting ateufad northand

northern regions of Queensland as a chef arrdeodile hunter, returned to Green Island.

Being a chef meant she was able to keep her children with her, a priority in her life as she raised
them alone much of the time. Thdse far northwas, for Judy, a haven for her family.

The adventueer s parad

Lyle Squire, who moved from Townsville in Grade Seven to Cairns, enjoyed the excitement and
chall enge that came with diving on the Reef. R ¢
job in the 1960s was catching live fish for the Cairns oceanadwmed by his sooto-be

fatherin-law. He worked from Cardwell ithe soutlto the top of Cape YorReninsula:

It was a great adventure. Every time wedd g
exciting and somet hing wethéiemvklopgt done. I wa
[Lyle Squire, Cairns]

Damien Langley was also a newcomettte far north Now based in Wonga Beach, Damien

comes from a fishing family in Western Australia and has fished since he wasikdf-age

mainly in the Torres Strait. Damiena&uls t he word fiaddi ctedod to descr
Reef and describes the thrill of being a professional crayfisher out of Wonga Beach:

ltdés the only job that vyou could come out a
and it would be yellow beaae of the blood coming out of your glands, the adrenaline
was that much. You could see every vein in

[Damien Langley, Wonga Beach]
Another person who fourtthe far northito be a place that was interesting, exciting provided
opportunities to pursue outdoors interests was Jennifer Mondora. Jennifer arrived in Cairns at
agel? to join cousins in the actiies that Cairns had to offer:

| used to fish and shoot, did the things the boys do.
[Jennifer Mondora, Cairns]

Jenni fer married a fAmad fishermanodo and conti nuece

Just as EJ Banfield discovered in 1908, Tony Lee went to Dunk Island to meet with a client one
day and thought that it was AAdventures in Par:

éby the end of the day | was wet and salty,

believe the beauty of the place.
[Tony Lee, Mission Beach]
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Tony and his wife settled in Mission Beach where the surrounding islands and reefs were a
Af airyl aloraian: tHepdiscoeered the Palm Island Group and the reefs on the seaward
side of the islands. He and his wife have been very happy:

Here we have basically a o6civilised society
moneyods not whi¥buybadbeeaafjped quality of |
because theyodére always in the ignition I t o
candét speak about You candét quantify it I
[Tony Lee, Mission Beach]

Region 2: Northern

The nortlern region includes the towns from Tully Headshie northto Cape Upstart, just

south of Ayr, inthe south A lot of commercial fishing was basedtire norttern region and

several fishers in this region took part in our study.

Three main theneemerged from the stories about particular plactdseimortkern region:

stories of growing up ithe north stories of how important fish were as a source of income and

food and the importance of particular places to a sense of connectedness with itprirach

of these will be explored in turn.

Growing up in the north

According to the oral histories, life in the

northern region was difficult in the

Depression decades of the 1930s, 40s an

50s. Several people provided important

assistance to the famifishing business as

they were growing up, taking time out of

school or doing chores after school to hel|

the family. Cecil (Cocky) Watkins was bor

in Tully and lived most of his life in

Cardwell.

During the war, Coc

fishing and théamily had boats where mos

other people did not. As a result, Cocky Watkins

Cocky and his brothers often ran chores and odd jobs on the boat, such as taking pilots out to

the larger ships after school
When wedd come home ftoamehsnetamdoow ouvandweb ul d h a
the decks [of dadébés cargo boat] so that the

[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

Helping dad

Other chores Cocky and his brothers had to do as school children were to dry the sails after wet

weather, get firewood and chop it, help their father with fish nets, wash fishfibags.u k n o w

you came up in a different era. The kids today
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Fishing with dad was a featur e lywhenhiofthdtry 6s | i f e
lost his arm:

Then we had to take the boat oVeny other brother and myself because | was the
second ol desté in those days you didndét get
dol e, you didndét get anything.

[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

GeorgeBet eri dgeds father also only had feshee ar m an
because he was the only boy in the family.

Don Duffy used to go out fishing with his father on a small boat out of El Arish. Like Cocky
Watkins, theravas little timefor recreation:

As soon as | turned 15 |1 |l eft home and that
never ever done any fishing, you know, for pleasure.
[Don Duffy, Cardwell]

Another local who helped his father to catch fish, this time out of Wgs, Neville Eathorne.

Down in the Burdekin Nevil | eoGtshutfers mirtflograndad a | it
fifa Dbit of vinyl o6 in some ateeasandliedwere sobadoBur de ki 1
the boat that Neville slept sheathedimgar bags, one over his feet anddtier over his head:

And thatdéds how you slept, inside the two ba
[Neville Eathorne, Ayr]

His father George was a commerdisheron t he ri ver and fAit was a fa
and h e Herecdlattat: 0

As | grew up, the harder jobs got passed down to you. When you were younger you sat

in the boat and put the fish in the ice box or pulled up the anchor, simple little jobs like

t hat é. When | wa s oawingthe boatt e n [ had to start
[Neville Eathorne, Ayr]

Neville fished with his dad most often when he was aged beti@and14 yearsl|t was the
role of the child at that age to help his dad every weekend and have quality time with their
father. This singled the chilen out for special attention for a tifrie a family of seven
children:

Those four years were my time, then | passed it down to my little brother and away he
went . Il still went but didnét go every week
[Neville Eathorne, Ayr]

The north as a source bfish

It is not surprising that those residentste# norththat were commercial fishers valued the
waters around the Great Barrier Reef and beyond as a source of fish. There were so many fish
that they were seen as an inexhaustible resource.

While Murray Island was far north of his residence in Brandon, Neil Tabo remembers that there
were always Afish everywhereo off Murray 1 sl anc

You just throw in from thereé you catch fis
[Neil Tabo, Brandon]
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Interestingly, therews a range of attitudes towards this s
father passed on the culture and practice of fishing sustainably and Neville has done this with

his children too. In particular, HfNshersbyl | ebds f at't
arguing that fishers should leave the fish and crabs that were spawning or had eggs so that they

could reproduce. His attitude was:

Leave them spawn and theredll be fish aplen
[Neville Eathorne, Ayr]

Incontrast, Coky Wat ki nsd father taught him that spawr
supply of fish. He said that:

éto make a | iving, you had to go to these p
spawning.
[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]
He recalled:

weusedtostopgbhc ause we coul dndt handle any more f|
[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

Over time, the supply of fish reducadd Cocky pondered:

éyou wonder where itods al/l gone. You wonder
[Cocky Watkins, Cardwell]

George Betteridge ran a prawn trawdeit of Ayr until a point in his life when he accidentally
collected a whole school of baby grunter, which died when he tried to release them due to the
pressure of the masses of fish. This chdrfgs attitude towards trawling:

Youtriedtotake morecae wi t h your sounder and sort of
over a school of Ilittle fishé
[George Betteridge, Ayr]

Soon afterwards, George pushed for regulating some al
from Bowen to Bowling Green Bay to reduce the numbe
of trawlers and, thereforehe impact on the fish
populations:

When | had this trawler we used to have meetings in
Bowen, all the trawl boys. | kept bringing up at the
meeting why dondt we zon
bastard brings that wup a
[George Bettedge, Ayr]

It is not just commercial fishers that rely on the Marine
Park as a source of fish. The Reef and the rivers arounc
Home Hill are a source of mackerel and barramundi tha
supply Mariads Five Ways
recenttimessuppy hasndt been as

L\ ]
George Betteridge
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Place and community

The sense of community, for peopleli@ nortkern region, was incredibly important. This
applied not only for those who were born in the local area (such as Nevhleris Joe
Linton, Laura Scott, Cocky Watkins and Don Duffy), but also to those who movked tmrth
later in their lives.

For the borrandbred locals, the sense of place tended to provide a backdrop to life, rather than
being foremomds. in peopl eds mi

Adapting the environment

Joe Linton has lived in the Burdekin all his life. Based in Ayr and born in Home Hill, Joe and

his family and his fatherds family have been | ¢
of George Betteridge created@ammunity of familyholiday shacks at Cape Upstart:

€éin those days it was basically a few sheet
and somewhere to | ay down in between the da
[Joe Linton, Ayr]

Together with George Betteridge, Ioé nt on6s f at her hel ped to estab
Boat Club in 1962 and Joe himself has been a life member. The value Joe places on Cape

Upstart is that it is, in essence, a place wher
unique in term of its plants and animals that makes it special, according to Joe, but that it is
accessible and connected with Joeds | ocal c¢ommt

Brandon, just outside of Ayr, is somewhere that Neil Tabo and his wife settled because they
loved it. It was a placthey could recreate their culture and be accepted into the community.
Neil notes:

Me and my wife, we love it. Since 1973, we still live here. We never shift anywhere.
Where the house was in the beginning there
tre e s, some native fruit trees around there.
community here, they love us they tell us.

[Neil Tabo, Brandon]

Impacts of people

Margaret Thorsborne moved to Cardwell in the 1970s but fell in love with the pldm in

1960s through camping on Hinchinbrook Island and the Brook Islands. Later Margaret and her
husband became involved in environmental causes such as protecting the Torres Strait Pigeon
populations. She values the places that are sanctuaries of beautjdéifedland worries about

the impact of more people visiting these precious places.

Indeed within the oral histories collected for Reef Recollectidhsrewasa tension between
increasing populations of people who love a place and too many pedplg éoplace to the

point where it affects the qualities that attracted people in the first place. In a reflective moment,
Laura Scott commented on the changes in Home Hill and its surrounds:

| sort of feel as the place has become more populated thmengiality of the

coastline has in many ways been damaged.
[Laura Scott, Ayr]

Page P8



Special places

For Maria Vouyioukas, place is valued as a focus for
community. The community and her family is very
important to her and the Reef was considered somewhe
that she and the Greek community went on very special
occasions such as a honeymoon or a rare day trip wher
businesses were closed on Christmas Day:

Once we got there, it was really good, sgdime fish,
seeing nature at its bes
[Maria Vouyioukas, Ayr]

Rocky Ponds was a strong focus for the Greek commun
in the 1970s:

; ' -
Maria Vouyioukas in her

Five Ways fish and chip shop  Rocky Ponds was another place where a lot of the Gree
used to go. At Rocky Ponds, Irethemar €é t hey

shelter and all the Greeks would meet there on a Saturday and Sunday and then th
would go fishing with the nets at that time and they used to bring back bags of fish.
[Maria Vouyioukas, Ayr]

Rocky Ponds was also popular with the 1@meek locals. Laura Scott enjoyed camping there as
a child with her familyon holidays. According to Laura:

éit was a great | ife because the men used t
t ea. My mot her was a g¢gr eat thehllahkeréanthie j ust us
was a week of freedom.

[Laura Scott, Ayr]

Region 3: Central

The centrategion starts at Cape Upstart and includes all of the towns through to Arthur Ppint.
It includes the Whitsundays, Bowen, Mackay and Sarina.

Based on the st@s$ collected ithe centrategion, one might imagine that commercial and
survival fishing were a major focus for the residents, especially in Mackay, Sarina and Bowen.
In additionto these thingghe centralegion includes the major tourist centre af th

Whitsundays. Participants described the attraction of this area for many people because of the
opportunity to be part of the tourism industry. Other stories describe the importance of solitude,
isolation and unspoiled beauty. A theme that emerged nematere in the region people

were was that they have worked very, very hard to make a living.
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Mackay and Sarina

Names

Therebdbs not a reef from here to kingdom com
[Jim Edwards, Mackay]

LongtimefisherJ i m Edwar ds ong Hoatdll thraugh the waf yiearsh Based in

Mackay, Jim started fishing when hedd just | ef't
was on a boat owned by a family friend and then when he started figshing was al | expl o
in those dayso.

Because few of the reefs had been named, Jim and his fishing mates ended up deciding to name
the reefs to make life easier for themselves:

| named a lot of reefs myself, all down south there. | used to work with Bunny who ran
AfGent loe wd n tb dveays follosr melout. | said this is no bloody good, if
|l 6m out there and they want to come to wher
going? See? We had the charts there, there were no names on them, so we sat down one
day and we named them. Anywhgy got round and now all the charts have got the
names on theméthen there was Jamesbd Reef, |
went through the whole family.

[Jim Edwards, Mackay]

Mainly fishing for mackerel, Jim was one of the first to take fiséffillets into Townsville.
Recently Jim has become semtired, taking a trochus boat out from time to time. Fishing,
according to Jim, is not a relaxing activity:

ltds not pleasure, 1itodés still bloody hard w
[Jim Edwards, Mackay]

Brian Atherton vas a deckhand for Jim Edwards, wh@a med A Bunny Reef o0 after

éand probably the best eReedacausechawakdve ever
pretty wild man and had done a | ot of thing
me when we first sttgd,"| 6 m t he boss and iif | tell you bl

the same thin§.So | said'yes Jini and that was it.
[Brian Atherton, Sarina]

Brian grew up in Sarina and bought a hotedatively recentlythat was built 103 years ago by

his Athertan ancestors. He fished all around the islands at the age of seven or eight §ears wi
his father. His dad had a-f&ot boat and a trip out to Beverly Island was a big trip for the

family. Brian fished from the Swains right up to the tip of the Cape Yerkri3ula. Later, when

he had his own boat, he only hired people younger than 20 years of age, because he valued a
laugh and enjoyed the company of younger people. Brian values quality of life. He had both a
commerciaReef fishing boat licence and a tramgdilicence but, when he needed to choose
between the two, chose the trawling tice:

And the only reason that we went trawling, it was easier, easier money. | eRggfed

fishing a lot more, but it was easier on the trawler.
[Brian Atherton, Sarina]
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Brian explains:

Yes on the trawler you are in a bigger boat
in the sun and me being the skipper | got to sit inside a lot. So the deckies had to work
out the back. Thatdéds probably the only reas

[Brian Atherton, Sarina]

Shell collecting in the central region
Shell collecting is something of a passion for Sakinaed Annette Whitney. As a result,
Annette has done her share of walking along beaches. Annette notes that:

| was down on the beachofcoeré it was marvell ous really ju
on the beach every day which | did.
[Annette Whitney, Sarina]

She values diversity and number of shells. When asked about her first trip, Annette recalls that
Bushy Island was a very beautiful place:

Just walking out and seeing all the coral gardens and all the blue cowries that were like
stars shining all around the | edges on the
you find | ots of cones, bi val vafisdoutvol ut es,
there. It was an absolutely magnificent place.

[Annette Whitney, Sarina]

However, collecting shells was not without
its risks. When walking on Prong Two Ree
Annette remembers t
walked on it | knew we were in trouble
becauseach step gave way under your
foot. o0 Annette valu
knowledge of existence of the shells:

I f we didndt take
that shell existed and if you leave that
particular shell, the next lot of rain or
cyclone windsvould Kill it.

[Annette Whitney, Sarina "=

f .

Annette Whitney

Annette knows that the best time to collect shells is during the drought years. While these years
are good for collecting shells, they are more worrisome for people who make a living on a farm
like Michael Hackett.

Family gatherings

Michael Hackett was born and bred in the bush at Tara Creek, Sarina. Brought up on a cane

farm, he became a cane farmer himself until the late 1980s. Michael enjoyed thédwater

child in the 1940s heusedtogo@n t o Uncl e Joe Hackettds proper
and catch crabs and fish off the river bank. Campwin Beach was an important focus for family
gatherings, especially at Christmas.
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The Whitsundays

Someone who fell in love with the beauty of tWditsundays was John Harper, whose family
came out to Australia in 1932 and bought a large patch of land in Airlie Beach in 1938. The
family had spent a large amount of time in India and found Airlie Beach the perfect place to
settl e, cl o sektivées ndaibysProseopindr er 6 s

We were smitten when we arrived in Australd.
Paper Victorian era and he loved the outdoors and all the adventure and so on and so
forth.

[John Harper, Airlie Beach]

John himself valuethe solitude of the Whitsundays and the opportunity to be resourceful in

natur e. In the 1940s there were only fAshacks al
only permanent residents. While it rdilgsondt entir
John, fAcomparatively unspoiledo. John noticed t

destination: first with people with caravaand lateboaties

[Now when] you go to Sawmill Bay, go in Nara Inlet, all of the good anchorages are
absolutelychocka-block with people and they are not really there to have a wildlife
experience. They are there to drink grog and play music and chase the girls around the
boat and jump in the water.

[John Harper, Airlie Beach]

John finds it frustrating that he canly rarely find placesf solitude in the Whitsundays:

One of my most precious times has been sailing alone out of sight of land. That gives
me a thrill. éitds absolutely |l ovely becaus
are on the sea and theis nobody within cooee.

[John Harper, Airlie Beach]

John Smith has been in and around the Whitsundays all his life. Born in Proserpine and now
living in Bowen, John recalls a life stibsistence while cane farming:

We helped out on the farm, strippeahe, planted cane, when we were kids we drove
the tractor and milked the cows and all those sorts of things.
[John Smith, Bowen]

A trip to the beach for John Smith was fAsomet hi
to the beach and the creek, whéney would catch crabs on the beach and perch in the creek
with a bent pin. John recalls that dif we got s

Diving

Tony Fontes arrivedt Airlie Beach as a backpacking dive instruditem America, having

decided to die all of the best dive sites in the world that he found in the National Geographic

Magazine. After seeing the Great Barrier Reef, he never really left. He values Airlie Beach and

the Whitsundays as a dive site and is passionate about protecting the &esfre there will
alwayshed&keef to dive on. His first trip to the out
youodl | .eAsaresubba hisoerperiences, both on the boat and under the water, Tony

saw an important role for dive shops withhe suite of tourism options in the Whitsundays.
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Tourismwas hard work in the early dayBony opened a dive shop and

éas any self employed person will tell vyou,
working.
[Tony Fontes, Airlie Beach]

Tonywa ked with dive boats to i mprboardaswehas qual ity
below the water's surfackle recalled that a number of new transportation services emerged in
the area after several years that provided better quality experiendes flovers.

Transport

One of the people who developed the new breed of transportation was David Hutchen. After

spending 30 years in the Whitsundays building up transport and tourism businesses, David

Hutchen is an expert at seeing the potential for touoigportunity in the Great Barrier Reef

Marine Park. David values his ability to change, influence and improve the world around him,

particularly being able to bring more people to enjoy a given area. David set up a boat to go to
Whitehaven Beach on Tuesdayhursdays and Sundays in the ea8§0s. Within two weeks,

he says, +dabl wakoinewerk day. He then made it se\
vVisits he seese fiAil50 boats there

So whether ités good, badfooopeningugli ff erent,
Whitehaven Beach to the world.
[David Hutchen, Airlie Beach]

David worked hard to develop his reputation for quality and to make his tourism business work:

I think | worked four years withosutald br eak
about reputation, acceptance, reliability, good product. People that sell [that] never get
a compl ainté

[David Hutchen, Airlie Beach]

Environmental damage

After several decades of tourism, there was a noticeable reduction in the quality ofoeeds a

the Whitsundays. It became clear to dperators ofourism businesses as well as the other

local residents that action was needed. When Tony Fontes realised that he and his fellow divers
had damaged Mantaray Bay through anchorsdaridg fin damag, he was one of the first
volunteers to assist with the Reef Protection program through the Order of Und&arater

Heroes

Development

Keith Williamsd name is synonymous with devel oj
on Queens| astdnd damiBan lisldnd @ the Whitsundays. These came out of
Keithdés passion for water skiing, tourism and f

as he discovered its potential when taking a shortcut between Hamilton and Dent Islands on his
boat to get to Shute Harbour onaydto pick up a friend:

| said AJesus, Hamilton I slandbés beautiful!

Mail there was a big article about the fell

paradise so the daughtercoulddgee t t er educat irth$60000t was only
[Keith Williams, Port Hinchinbrook]

So Keith bought Hamilton Island in the 1970s and started to develop it.
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Roger Kelly and his wife were coral trout and sweetlip fishers in Yeppoon for a few years after

saks careers ithe soutkernst at e s . Fi shing, t hough, fiwas hard v
and he moved with his wife to Airlie Beach in the 1970s to follogir love offishing, lifestyle

and nature:

Knowing there are 74 islands out there, just adtéul spot that we could go out in a
boat and not stay in the same anchorage t wi
along the east coast you can do that.

[Roger Kelly, Airlie Beach]

The Whitsundays were fun: Roger Kelly recalls that he and attesv people chartered a boat

and went out to Hook I sland and Hardy Reef bacl
anythingd and remembers as a prank putting a si
Muller Real Estate For Saled

Fish also provided a livelihood for Terry

Mustdos family, Si nct
Terrybs father was
in his fathero6s fool
seafood business in
on the back of uatot r
Bowen as a deck hant
chandl ery business «
Bowen currently sells products to fishers an
buys and sells fish on their behalf.

According to Terry, fishing is difficult

lvan Garrod business. Fishing i:
need to be out in all weather to be able to catch sufficient amounts of fish. However, Terr
believes there will always be fishefsFi shi ng ,i snatlifestyl e

Ivan Garrod made his living by charter boat operation around Bowen and, at themsame
having a job at the local meatworks. Money was tight for a while because there was not a lot of
money to be had in taking a group of people out on the boat for the weekend. Hésthiedd
attrawling andhe skippered a tugboat for a while. Oves timeskipperingcharter boats and

trawlers, lvanbés attitude, | ike many others at
supply of fish:
éwe al ways thought that it was endless out

caught, it was just gomto be there every time you went out there.
[lvan Garrod, Bowen]

A different perspective

Glenda is a woman with an eye for the unusual. On the beaches in Bowen, Glenda likes to

collect interesting things from the beach, such as driftwood and shellsadectimem into

incense holders and other useful and interestir
But for live shells, Glenda shows her children but leaves them on the beach

I figure theydre there fahmheawisasdomer Eloey oD

shells for future generations. The same with fish.
[Glenda, Bowen]
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Gl endads attitude to fish is to Al eave them be:
of herfisherfather and his mates the late 196Qs

| know nav

t egrmo@ptertsd ,t bkueg [back then they di
they to

h
0 di dnot t ake.

eyor
k or
[Glenda, Bowen]

Region 4: Southern

The soutlern region of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park starts at Yeppoon and includes
Gladstone and Bundabergthre south

Yeppoon and Gladstone are known for their fishing and the local residents are as passionate

about catchindjsh as it is possible to be. Many oral histories showed #xatlp in Bundaberg

and Gladstone have strong memories of growing up iraesuhd the water. For others, the pull

of the Reef created a I|ifelong passion to be ne

An affair to remember

For me, I hadnét seen a photograph even of
animpressiveexpg@ince t hat sort of had its effect on
exciting and you saw things and didndt know
course.

[Gordon La Praik Sr, Emu Park]

Gordon La Praik (Sr) was born in Rockhampton and spent most dfehasdund central
Queensland. He had his first snorkel dive in Keppel Bay in the spring of 1955 and it captivated
him. The quote from Gordon above is typically understated and describes the beginning of a
lifelong passion for the corals of the area. dmttast, Robert Wood has a more direct way of
describing the pull of Bundaberg for him:

I moved to Sydney and | lived there for I think it was 23 years or something and | hated
it the whole time | was there athal | coul dnd
came back was for the Reef.

[RobertWood,Bundaberg]

Robert saw the Reef at Lady Musgrave Island and was taken with its beauty. He values the
beauty, his family and fishing as a way of relaxing also providing him with food:

Mainly over the dst 20 years my whole thing has been based around fishing and fishing

popul ations. Even when | dived | wasndét | oo
the fishing wasnodét the whole | ot of it, it
beautifulclear water and th®e e f . I was hooked once | seen i
|l ive here and thatés why |1 do it today.

[RobertWood,Bundaberg]

The social interaction that Roger Kelly and his wife had with locals in Yeppoon as newlyweds

ledtoanewcaeer i n commercial fishing. Rogerds commer
fishing for coratrout and sweetlip and lieveloped and used some sophisticated lures and
wogs to do this. On the days where he coul dnodt

Roger and his wife would anchor in a sand cay and walk around looking at the birds and
animals and shells, always putting them back after admiring them.
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Similarly, Mike Prior moved to Yeppoon in the late 1940s and found that the Great Barrier Reef
transformed his life. According to Mike

| got a taste of the sea and consequently spent a good part of my life out there on the
water.
[Mike Prior, Yeppoon]

Mike values seeing new things and being able to contribute to society. As well, Mike is
passionat@about the sustainability of the reef so that future generations can enjoy it

TheReef to me was a revelation. | can still remember waking up after my first night out
there and getting out on deck and |l ooking a
factthat you are out there over 100 miles from shore and dependent on a reef
surrounding the boat that you couldnét even
elements.

[Mike Prior, Yeppoon]

Lionel Bevis believes the Great Barrier Reef to be centraktddwelopment professionally and
personally:

| see theReef as being the backdrop to my whole working life.
[Lionel Bevis, Yeppoon]

Lionel spent much time in the whaling industry around Tangalooma and then moved to work on
cargo boats arourttie Gulf ofCarpentaria:

By 1957 1 6d had enough of whaling. I wanted
[Lionel Bevis, Yeppoon]

Working on a prawn trawler in the 1at®60s there were some differences in approach between
the small Australian trawlers and a laiggale Rusian operation:

But the Russians sent one of their big factory ships out there and they cleaned up all the
prawns that season and there were shots fired. The Aussies are out there in their little
rowboats sort oftting, you know, their little 40t60fod er é it was r e al cowk
Indian stuff.
[Lionel Bevis, Yeppoon]

Lionel spent most of his life in reach of the Great Barrier Reef. For people in the next section, it
was the formative years of children that shaped their love di¢leé
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Children and childhood

Alan Cochrane has lived in Bundaberg since he was five. Most of his education was informal:

éon the banks of the river with Aborigines
brumbies out t he back of t heswateriyau tbund me , bar
me: by horse, by pushbike, by foot.

[Alan Cochrane, Bundaberg]

As a child Alan garted fishing when he was fisgearsold, catching brearandmud crabs with
a wacko: a cane fishing rod about three metres long with a bit of fishing loeek and a hook.

Peter Mulhall was born in Bundaberg and moved to Burnett Heads d&fhesars ago. He

values family and fishing and Burnett Heads is the perfect place for Peter to pursue these

passions. Peter was brought up in the house that he vemini and he brought his children up

in the same place. Peterds son Timmy caught t he
family has a history of commercial fishing, even tmesthat came from Canada many years

ago. The beach out the frontof Burne Heads has now become recl ai me
family used that beach a lot in the early days as a focal point for their activity:

When it was just a nice little beach we used to swim there, fish there, everything was
done off this little stretch ofdach.

[Peter Mulhall, Burnett Heads]

Peter remembers vividly the sounds of the fishing boats going out tamir& 1950s when he
was eightyearsold:

Al'l the old guys had oats anchored.
be highanddr y at | ow ti e he weat her was
putt and away theyo6éd go. We used to get a |
here and when the tides were right it would be a procession withdliebeats going

out tothe Jew Hle.

a
d
0

[Peter Mulhall, Burnett Heads]

RobertWood,a Bundaberg local, can remember the major populations of coral trout all along

Hof f mands Rocks and Innes Park in the early 19:¢
snorkelling and spearfishinButtheRe e f f i sh such as c¢cl own fish (an
noticed until recently as a result of his children:

Page [LO7



€ my kids are into Nemo and all that sort o
know what theydre | ooki nmgthéroyeadsadotodelldnét eve
you the truth because | wasndt | ooking for

[RobertWood,Bundaberg]

Further nort h, Geof f Breslinbés family have beer
to fishby his father in Aakland Creek

He made me go on the end of a bait net when | was eight years of age in Auckland
Creek and | caught a javelin whods about ei
since.

[Geoff Breslin, Gladstone]

Mapping and classification

One of the wgs several participants felt < e |
connected to the Great Barrier Reef was 'f .
through mapping, classifying and naming {

elements of the Reef, whether it be the [0 '
whole of the Great Barrier Reef, a reef or ' &r‘“\
cay, a shell, or a neanicroscopic organism ! Q'T‘."’?**
that lives on cals. ..

Jim Wardell always performed his duty to
the best of his ability and he approaches |
seriously. This is important because over
the years he has been responsible for ma
lives and the contents of many cargo ship
around the world. Jim WardeII

Based in Yeppoon and Emu Park nowadays, Jim has spent time in Townsville and Toomulla.
Jim took his family sailing around Palm Island, Hinchinbrook Island, Dunk Island and the
Family Group while they were living in TownsvillEormerly in the merchamavy, Jim was

involved in charting, over a period of three or four years, the area from Marble Island just north
of Port Clinton through the Cumberland Islands, Whitsunday Islands and Whitsunday Passage
and almost as far up the coast as Townsville.

Another tme, the government asked his ship to map out the Continental Shelf right along the
coast whilgesting a new navigation system:

The vessel would run from the coast out until they came over the Continental Shelf and
position it, turn around and run anothkne back in. So it went right up the coast for
six months and that was from Coolangatta ughtonortkern end of Breaksea Spit
which runs north of Fraser Island.
[Jim Wardell, Yeppoon]

Mike Prior, together with local identity Wally Muller, named adéthe reefs around the

Swains, such as Perfect Lagoon (AThe most perfe
which puzzledMikeand Wal |l y because theydd not seen it b
mysteryo so we c al keealesiseéeinghevethirgs apd hBRdetteef 0 ) . Mi
opportunity to work charter boats and explore the reef with a range of clients including a group

of people from National Geographic magazine.
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Yeppoon is the home of Shell World and Ena Coucom, who was centsatreation. Shell
collecting was a revelation for Ena, especially as she came to understand the classification
systems for each of the shells.

Gordon La Praikds early experiences in the 195/
beginningofalifelag passion for exploring the relations|
inhabitants: coral polyps and the life that grew on these host polyps. In particular, Gordon took
thousands of photographs and extended scientific knowledge of the classificatior of thes

gorgonian corals all in his spare timand without formal recognition:

It was an intense interest that had captured me to understand not only that these little
molluscs existed but | wanted to know how they existed, what they lived on, how they
reprouced. So | spent 14 years finding out. | ¢
camera housings. | bought cameras to record all the things that | found.

[Gordon La Praik Sr, Emu Park]

Attracting and catching fish

Fishing is a theme that runs through stotieslength of the Great Barrier Reef. But nowhere is
that passion more evident thartle soutlern region. Geoff Breslin captures the essence of this
with the following description:

I mean to say the thrill ofedatdhiangsawhinsh
brings us all undone.
[Geoff Breslin, Gladstone]

Gladstonebased Neville Robertsedughes enjoys the experience of fishing, especially at
Urangan Pier, because it provides him with thinking time:

l'tds to do with oditdowsand havie sothe peace ahd guietawag et t
from every damn thing. I'tés beauti ful down
a bonus.

[Neville RobertsorHughes, Gladstone]

Nowadays it can be difficult at times to catch a fish or get a fepthofns, but in the 1970s
prawns were not in short supply in Gladstdd® Connor 6 s Wharf was the pl a
trawlers used to tie up after a fishing trip. Patsy Lee takes up the tale:

.... and one damn night just on dark, we all went down téhsee and they had that
many prawns the whole wharf was full of pra
on the whartf. People come dowwodnllarda bought t
bucket if you wanted any.

[Patsy Lee, Gladstone]

While this fishingpassion has been covered well elsewhere, an interesting side theme emerged
from the stories around this area: what attracts fish and where they can be found.

Attracting fish

As he became involved with SCUBA diving in the Bundaberg area, Alan Cochrapgetisd

that it was difficult formanydivers to travel faenough outonthe Reefo get t o t he MfAexc
dive sites | i ke the Beauford Bomber, Evanso6 Pat
whenever he couldAlan notes
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Icandiveinablockedp toi |l et and you can still find s

looking at.
[Alan Cochrane, Bundaberg]

However, the dive sites close to shore were relatively few and not very interesting, according to
Alan. This prompted him to develop the Cochrane ArtifiBiaef in the 1990s which became an
important fishattracting device close to shore and, therefore, a good dive site.

Michael Kirlew believes it is important to keep the mind active. Based in Gladstone, Michael

has travelled extensively on the sea throlbigimg involved in electrochemistry. One of the

things he has noticed is the effects of putting electric current in the water on the plants and

animals. The Lucinda jetty, for example, has a lot of direct current going into the water and he
believesthisAs di st urbed the sharks in the area. The
popul ation has parallels with a story of Geoff

Geoff recalls that in the 1950s the meatworks wharf'weeming" most months of the year,

with tailor and golden yiie but they would disappear for a month or six weeks at a kiinse.
theory was thatey were attracted to the vibrations of the turbine, the humming of the pump
station. Later, the meatworks closed down and the wharf at Southtrees was built. Gdsff recal

Al | the bait shi fted to Southtrees, to the

tailor and yorkie shifted there.
[Geoff Breslin, Gladstone]

What lies beneath

The wharves were commonly known as places to attract fish. But other thingsbet@edthe

water | ine as well. Gordon La Praikdéds passion f
with his familyés values:

They al ways thought that if you jumped in t
used to say, wel Hen [sharkspase grawingyn yduadrp entiio us w
then itbés alll in your head and thatds where

[Gordon La Praik Sr, Emu Park]

Graham Humphries has made a life out of
discovering what lies beneath the surface of thing
Basd in Gladstone as a commercial diver, Graha
knows the secrets of Auckland Creek:

So the Auckland [Creek] is a lot different than it
| ooks on the surface.
interesting reef feat
brightly coloured purple nudbanc hsé T
quite a lot of sea life on the sea floor on the

‘ - Auckl and [ Creek] whic
Graham Humphries because nobody ever goes there.

[Graham Humphries, Gladstone

In addition to the sea life, the river has become a repository for a lot ofGuakam and the
Local Marine Advisory Committee had a project toacleup the river for a few years:

There was everything there: furnigy radios. In fact you name-ibicycle, filing

cabinet, a lot of rubbish, wood, deck spas, wires.
[Graham HumphriesGladstone]
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Protection and threat

Graham Humphries has seen some changes around Heron Island that he believes is as a result of
sewage and chemical use. In the 1980s, Graham visited Heron Island for the first time and

described the mar ipmenloimfeenad .0 dkenolyetagls | ater |,
€ enormous round, sort of black, gungy hol e
Anot,bi o gr @sdhe bestgvay to put it.

[Graham Humphries, Gladstone]

Grahamdés concern about (lecteddr amdnber of sigriasabouton t he |
the Reef irthe southern region.

Alan Cochrane learned a lot about nature from his friends and values fishing as a way of
collecting food. He says that the firitst thing I
and try to protect it.o

Ena Coucom values shell collection and family and, as she experienced life in Queensland
duringthewarandpostar periods, also values the ability
to take only what you need and this vsasely tried when campers next to her family were

catching too many fish:

But they were taking away masses of fish, s
[Ena Coucom, Yeppoon]

Likewise, Patsy Lee was born in

Gl adstone and her
Gladstone Her values are very strongly
tied with fishing: fishing for food, for
recreation and observing regulations to
protect fish populations. Patsy would fis
for fAanything that
and her family members have been kee
fishers for a vey long time. Patsy has a
strong sense of what is right and wrong
such as commercial fishers setting nets |
rather than line fishing:

I dondét reckon
thatdéds why t hei
around, even in our harbour.
We used to go over to the Farmers Poi
[Patsy Lee, Gladstone

One of Patsy's favarite fishing spots was named
after her
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Tourism and community
While tourism and community are each strong themes throughout the RebéRiexroral
histories there are some elements that are speciticedsoutlern region.

Neville RobertsorHughes came to Gladstone with two mates in the mid 1960s in search of
adventure. This was in the middle of a mining boom and there was noracdation to be had
in the town:

So if youbve been -Mart,avheredMcDomaldsiistrered abigut t o K
park there. Now that wused to be a tent town
accommodation ended up at Poltentaadttar eek é som
was our home for about the first two months.

[Neville RobertsorHughes, Gladstone]

In Gladstone at that time, there were many young men and very little to do by way of
amusement. People got up to mischief, often ending up with a stirt iocddjail, but there
was also a fledgling tourism industry. On Quésland, according to Neville:

There was a fellow by the name of Lou All e
a house out there which wassofafvetytveyout of |
beginnings of a tourist resort and you could go out there and stop there for a couple of

nights if you wanted to.

n
0
[Neville RobertsorHughes, Gladstone]

Neville said that the other destination for those with time on their hands wdsBul, where
people had fibro shacks for weekenders #fAfor a |
Aideo bit of fishing off the wharf. o

While his day job was driving charter boats in a fledgling tourism industry off the coast of
Yeppoon, Jim Walell supported his family by supplementing the family income with mackerel
fishing:

Through the week there wasnd6t anywhere near
course, so through the week to make ends meet we used to fish for mackerel when the
mackeel were running and bottom fish all around the reefs out wide for trout and
emperor and sweetlip and stuff like that.
[Jim Wardell, Yeppoon]

Holiday time for Ena Coucom involved camping, often on North West Isiinel had apver
improving system forliocating jobs to make the trip run smoothly. Family was important on
these gatherings and theogp gradually increased in size:

We never, ever got bored and, of course, as the years went on, we gathered more
people. | mean, we started off with just thmily and then it was another family came
with usé then added on to that we had these
up every yearé and then one year they broug

[Ena Coucom, Yeppoon]

Lionel Bevis is a man with a stromgmmitment to community. Based in Yeppoon, Lionel
proudly announces:

| 6ve al way
Bevi s, you

been a community involved perso
re involved in the community.
[Lionel Bevis, Yeppoon]

S
0
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Reflection

Changes in and around the Reef

There were four main themes that were explordgaef Recollections oral historieReef
change; activity change; community perspectives; and place.

Reef change

In the first theme, many ppte discussed the impact of natural and human activity on the
environment: rain and flood changed the boundaries of rivers, washed out debris, rubbish and
chemicals; and deposited sediment and sand in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. These
activities inpacted on fish numbers, where pollution and fishing activity reduced the number of
fish, while prawn numbers increased after fresh water, rain and flood.

Many people saw the appearance and disappearance of schools of fish as natural phenomena,
while a reovery of fish stocks in recent times was observed as a result of zoning and bag limit
changes. People told stories of how natural and human activity also impacted on corals and
other animal species: coral bleaching and croWthorns starfish populationgere affected by
cyclones, floods and visitors. Some of the older locals commented on the resilience of the coral
populations, sometimes over a few years but often over a period of 40 or 50 years in some parts
of the Marine Park.

The theme of regeneratn  of f i sh and of corals featured st

In particular, the species that showed a decline and thearaegence included whalddaori
wrasse, dugong and mackerel. Other people described declines in species but enaesurg
including turtles, prawns, crabs, red emperor, coral trout and shells.

In general, stories related a story of bounty, which declined with increasing commercial and
recreational activity. Where this has been regulatedording to the oral histosgstocks of
these species are regenerating.

Changes in activity

The second theme explored changes in activity on the Great Barrier Reef. Decreased bait fish
stocks and reduced numbers of prawns have led to fewer prawn boats and changes in practices
in orderto continue the profitability of the fishing industry. People described new technologies,
increased scale of activity, bigger boats and improved efficiency of fish processing. A number

of recollections included the theme thiatrecent timespeoplehave relied on technology rather
than skill to catch fi sh. According to our
overfishing it, while others used to rotate the places they would go in order to rest the fishing

Page [113

r

0 (



spots and allow fish stocks tecuperate. The trigger for change seemed to be when the stocks
of fish dwindled. If there was competition to make profit or to survive, that this made the
situation worsend people demonstrated less sustainable appro&¢his.regulations on
trawlersreduced ovefishing, they increased the paperwtnlat needed to be completed by
commercial fishers and trawlefglore black market fishing and illegal (overseas) boats were
reported, although there was some mention of this in all decades.

With respect to recreation, there was a shift to
sports fishing, bigger boats and diving, while
some local residents commented that
impoundment fishing has reduced the pressure
reef fishing. Catch and release fishing has
increased ipopularity which led to a reduction i
wasting the catch (i.e. dumping dead fish if a
fisher has caught too many). Recreational shel
collecting shifted in emphasis to be more
sustainable and it was limited in recent years
because people are not able themd as many
shells from the Marine Park. Diving equipment
technology has improved, while tourism has
shifted from smalkcale demandriven local
operations to new markets, sophisticated targe

Amateur fising catch, ¢.1970s of product and larger operations. This has

increased tl focus on creating experiences and building infrastructure such as an artificia
or coral viewing platforms.

Community perspectives

The third theme looked at community perspectives of the Great Barrier Reef and the role they
played (and continue fgay) for local communities. There has been substantial population

growth in most local areas and a shift from subsistence lifestyt@ore affluent ore

Therefore, in earlier days many people relied on fish as a major source of food, while now
fishingis more a recreational sport for many people. Some of our local residents noted that there
has been more disposable income to buy larger boats, but less time has been spent within
peopleds communities after the le@dad@dwholerh® 60 s
of interest clubs, such as for shell collagtidiving and fishing. This dacided with more spare

time and provided a way of sharing limited resources such as boats to provide access to the
Reef. This pattern continues today but membigrhas declined in many of these clubs as

people are able to afford their own equipment and boats.

Uniqueness of the regions

The fourth theme explored stories and recollections that were unique to each geographical
region. Residents dhe far northreferred to their home with familiarity artie connection

between place and people was very strding far northwas also seen as a safe haven or
wonderland, providing a source of escape, safety, beauty and health. Another theme that
emerged here was thée farnortwas an adventurerdés paradi se,
fishing, boats and crocodileBhe nortlern region stories were characterised by a love of the

place, a sense of belonging and of community. However, this was tinged with the tiecotiec

how hard people had to work, from the Great Depression and beyond, to survive. Fish supported
the family and life was hard. Fish supplies were seen as unlimited by many people, while others
valued the need for sustainable practices: a tensionitiactdce in attitudes that polarised

local residents.

In the centrategion, recollections focused most specifically on working hard and long hours,
especially with respect to commercial and survival fishing and tourism. The sense provided by
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many peo® in this region was that it was important to provide high quality service in tourism
and this improved markedly over the |&Styears. Finallythe soutlern region had the strongest
focus on childhoods being centred around activities on the Reef. Thev&ethe backdrop to

life andthe soutlern region had an attraction that pulled people back again and again throughout
their lives.The soutlern region also had scientific themes, including mapping, classification and
research. There was, too, the thofilattracting and catching fish, which went hanéhand with
protecting the Reef and its fish populations.

Stories across the Reef: availability and regulation

Across the themes discussed in this report, ] _
possible to observe three major stories &nat
played out in the 50 or so recollections
collected from local residents up and down 1 |
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. The first we
availability and regulation. In early days, the
was a bounty of fish, of wildlife, of resources
and so on. Peoplastovered, accessed and
made use of this bounty. Over time, the use
increased and became ouese through non
sustainable practices and the Reef and
associated resources were damaged.

This led to decreasing availability of resoeis and an imbalance in the system. For many
resourcestheintroduction of regulation and monitorimgsulted inan improvement in the

availability of these resources. The regulations, while creating the opportunity for natural
resourcestoregenerate,ased restrictions on many peopl eds |
toward monitoring was shown in many of the stories, together with a strong sense of lament

over the fAgood old dayso when | ife was simpler

< -

.

Neville RoertsorHuhes

Stories acoss the Reef: activity, community and tradition

The second story related to activity, community and tradition. Many recollections related to the
strong focus of family, community and traditional practites centred around the Marine

Park. Theséncluded enjoying the beach with the communétgdgoing fishing with family.

Changes in family and community circumstance over time meant that traditional practices

shifted to accommodate less leisure time, more financial stability, increased regulation and
limited availability of many natural resources. Therefore, the ways that communities and

families relate to each other have changed. Many local residents recollected the times in the past
when they had enjoyed their family time together, feeling nostalgjeafsttimes.

Both of these stories artle memories people recollected, have in common the feeling that

times gone by were quite different from and better than the present day. As described in the
literature review on memory, people can often recall eyéedtings and situations in a positive

light because they imbue meaning into these thingiseasiemoriesose their intensity. As

people age, they recall days when they were younger with wistfulness and with a soft filter over
the harsher parts. In coa#t, the third and final story that is told relates to improvements over
time.

Stories across the Reef; work and livelihood

The third story common throughout the report is that of work and livelihood. Life is, was and

will be difficult if a person reliesmmthe Great Barrier Reef for their income. People worked

extremely hard to make ends meet, to find enough food to survive, or to make enough money to
create a better |ife for themselves and their f
increase n standards of | iving: peopleds | ives are
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