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Chm-ofthorns starfish were collected on John Ekewzr Reef, 
7Okm nortkeas-t of Tov,nsville, Queensland. The individml 
exaMned ws a 19-axned specimen of 35cmdiameter. 

The flesh was dissolved in 'Wolwrths' brand household 
liquid bleach - active ingredient sodium hypochloride (available 
chlorine 4% w/v). Skeletal elements uere rinsed in tap water and 
oven dried. Individwl elements were then gold plated and 
examined and photographed on a scanning electron micxxxcope. An 
electron micrx3probe analysis of ossicles wds carried out to 
determine mole % MgQ3. 


