Protecting the reef bioregions in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and World Heritage Area
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Protecting the bioregions of the Great Barrier Reef
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L 9. This map shows the 30 reef and 40 non-reef bioregions identified within the
2O sy RA1 Deltaic Reefs Great Barrier Reef Marine Park (the Marine Park). It also shows the

QO oy R - . e extent to which each bioregion is now protected under the 2003 Zoning Plan.
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% ""‘ - Prior to the Representative Areas Program (RAP), only 4.6% of the Marine
DSy Park was in no-take zones (locally known as Green Zones). The location of
¢ i the previous Green Zones was largely confined to coral reefs or to the remote
% northern areas of the Marine Park. Under the previous zoning plans, northern
areas were generally better protected than areas elsewhere in the
Ve Marine Park.
28.7% In the late 1990s, there were concerns that the levels of protection were
i - inadequate to ensure that the Great Barrier Reef remained a healthy,
B productive and resilient ecosystem now and into the future.
e e The primary aim of the RAP was to better protect the range of biodiversity
4 = throughout the Great Barrier Reef (as represented by the 70 different
bioregions). This was done by increasing the extent of Green Zones, ensuring
they included 'representative' examples of each the different bioregions
(hence the name, the Representative Areas Program).
When RAP explanatory material was published in 2002, it specifically stated
that the exact amount of Green Zones would not be known until the RAP
process was completed, including both phases of public consultation.
A number of points were also made very clear at this time:
- Firstly, that GBRMPA would aim to meet the scientific principles, including a
RE1 Coastal Far minimum amount of 20% Green Zones in each of the 70 bioregions; and
Northern Reefs - Secondly, we would not reduce the level of Green Zone protection per
28.8% bioregion already existing under zoning plans prior to the RAP.
. 0
Given the above points, and assuming all the scientific principles
recommended by the scientific experts would be implemented in full, then it
was expected at that stage that around 25% of the Marine Park would be in
Green Zones.
When the Draft Zoning Plan was developed, considerably more than 20% in
the offshore bioregions was proposed for protection where there was little
recorded use (for example, in deep water areas >1000 m depth). These are
important areas needed to protect biodiversity, particularly since very little is
known about the species that inhabit these areas or their role in the overall
functioning of the ecosystem (eg as important upwelling areas that are linked
RA2 Outer Barrier to the inshore areas).
Reefs
38.1% In the 2003 Zoning Plan, the final figure of 33% of the Marine Park in Green
- Zones was derived having considered all the above points, and the range of
views of Queensland coastal communities, as well as the wider Australian
Nee community who regard the Great Barrier Reef as a national icon.
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For each bioregion, pie charts indicate the percentage of space : ,

occupied by no-take zones.

The bioregions shown on this map were defined by a panel of

experts in the GBR region, using the best data and regional

analysis available to GBRMPA in 1999. They represent a

consensus among the experts on the delineation of “bioregions’ d

within the GBRWHA. For more information on bioregions see '

the brochure "Bioregions of the Great Barrier Reef World

Heritage Area'. =
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