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Glossary 
AIMS Australian Institute of Marine Science

AO Officer of the Order of Australia

APS Australian Public Service

Authority Great Barrier Reef Advisory Board

Act (the) Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act 1975

CAC Act Commonwealth Companies and Authorities Act 1997

CEO Chief Executive Officer

COAG Council of Australian Governments

COTS Crown-of-thorns starfish

CPG Community Partnerships Group

CRC Reef Research Cooperative Research Centre for the Great Barrier Reef
Centre World Heritage Area

DEWHA Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts

DDM Day-to-Day Management Program

DDMCU Day-to-Day Management Coordination Unit

EEO Equal Employment Opportunity

ELF Effects of Line Fishing Experiment 

EMC Environmental Management Charge

EPA Environmental Protection Agency

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

EXEC Executive Level

FAICD Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors

F/T Full-time (staff position)

FMA Act Financial Management and Accountability Act 1997

FTE Full-time Equivalent (staff position)

FRAC Fisheries Reef Advisory Committee

GBRCC Great Barrier Reef Consultative Committee

GBRMPA Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

GBRWHA Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area

Hon Honourable
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IPLU Indigenous Partnerships Liaison Unit

KPI Key Performance Indicator

LMAC Local Marine Advisory Committee

MP Member of Parliament

MOU Memorandum of Understanding 

MTSRF Marine and Tropical Science Research Facility

NAIDOC National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee

NESB Non-English speaking background

NRM Natural Resource Management

OAM Medal of the Order of Australia

P/T Part-time (staff position)

PCAMS Permits Compliance and Management Systems

PSM Public Service Medal

PWD People with a disability

QDPI&F Queensland Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries

QPW Queensland Parks and Wildlife

RAP Representative Areas Program

Reef Plan Reef Water Quality Protection Plan

TRRAC Tourism and Recreation Reef Advisory Committee

TUMRA Traditional Use of Marine Resources Agreement

WTO Wildlife Trade Operation

WQIP Water Quality Improvement Plan
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Compliance Index
Location of information provided is in accordance with the Requirements for Annual Reports for
Departments, Executive Agencies and FMA ACT Bodies, issued by the Department of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet in June 2008.

Note: na indicates that the relevant material was not applicable to the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority during 2007-08

Letter of transmittal iii

Aids to Access
Table of Contents v-vii
Alphabetical index 202-208
Glossary 198-199

Contact points ii

Internet home page address and Internet address for Annual Reports ii

Review by Acting Chairman
Introduction 2-3
Overview of Agency's performance and financial results 4-6
Outlook for following year 2-3

Agency Overview
Overview description of agency 8-11
Role and legislation 8, 96
Organisational structure 9, 36
Outcome and output structure 16
Where outcome/output structure differ from Portfolio Budget Statement (PBS) na

Report on Performance
Review of performance in relation to outputs and contribution to outcomes 17-34
Actual performance in relation to performance targets in 

PBS/ Portfolio Additional Estimates Statement (PAES) 36-98
Details in changes in performance targets from those in PBS/ PAES na
Discussion and analysis of performance 17-34
Performance against Service Charter standards na
Social justice and equity impacts 13-14
Discussion and analysis of financial performance 4-6
Summary resource table by outcome 6

Management Accountability - Corporate Governance
Corporate governance practices 10-11, 93-97
Names of senior executives 10, 132-134
Senior management committees 133-140
Certification of fraud measures in place 11-12
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External Scrutiny
Significant developments 11-16
Judicial decisions and decisions of administrative tribunals 2-3
Reports of the Auditor-General, a Parliamentary Committee of Ombudsman 12-13

Management of Human Resources
Assessment of effectiveness 95-96, 173-174, 94-95
Statistics on staff 158-159
Certified agreements and Australian Workplace Agreements 96-97
Performance pay 96
Contracts exempt from Purchasing and Disposal Gazette na

Assets Management 95

Purchasing
Assessment of purchasing against core policies and principles na

Consultants and Competitive Tendering and Contracting
Number of consultancy services and total expenditure 140-141
Competitive tendering and contracting contracts let and outcomes na
Absence of contractual provisions allowing access by Auditor-General na
Contracts exempt from Purchasing and Disposal Gazette na

Commonwealth Disability Strategy
Performance in implementing the Commonwealth Disability Strategy 14, 174-176

Financial Statements 180-195, 99-146

Other Information Relating to Annual Reports
Occupational health and safety 85, 159-160
Freedom of information 13, 155-156
Advertising and market research 156-157
Ecologically sustainable development and environmental performance 14, 168-174
Discretionary grants na
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A

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
partnerships 41-4, 155

see also Indigenous

accommodation 95

Administrative Appeals Tribunal 13

advisory committees 37

Agency Certified Agreement 5

agricultural chemicals 3, 21-3

anemone and coral bleaching 50

antifouling paints on ships 170

aquarium fish fishery 51-2

Aquarium see Reef HQ Aquarium

Audit Committee 11, 150-3

Auditor's Report 100-101

audit reports 11-12

Australian Government Disability Strategy 14

Australian Heritage Council 44

Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Studies 77

Australian Institute of Marine Science 3

long-term monitoring program 17-21

Australian National Audit Office 12

Australian Research Council 79

B 

balance sheet 104

Barker, Fay 10, 148, 150

biodiversity assessment 36

bioregions with protection 26-7

bird conservation 41

bird monitoring 67-9

bleaching of coral 18, 21, 50, 79, 93

BleachWatch 79, 93

boating shows 83

by-catch species 50

C 

Cairns Area Plans of Management 71

Cairns City Earth Hour 2

Cap Reef recreational fishing monitoring
program 2, 92, 170

capability development 96

Cape York Local Marine Advisory Committees
42

catch and release fishing 50

Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies
177-8

Chadwick, Virginia 10, 148

chlorophyll a concentration 21-3

climate change 2-3, 36, 83, 92-3

impacts 21, 33, 51-2

initiatives in tourism 55

government inquiry 13, 48

vulnerable species 67

Climate Change Action Plan 2007-2012, 2-4,
92-3

Climate Change and the Great Barrier Reef: A
Vulnerability Assessment 93

clownfish and coral bleaching 50

COAG National Climate Change Adaptation
Framework 3, 80, 92

Coastal Catchments Initiative 22

coastal development 22, 33, 36, 45-9, 68, 154

commercial fishing 50

commercial use of Reef 37, 50

Commonwealth Authorities and Companies Act
1997, 2, 94

Commonwealth Fraud Control Guidelines 11

Commonwealth Islands 4, 74

communication and education 80-91

community engagement 2, 36, 79, 169

education 4

monitoring groups 50

Alphabetical index
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partnerships 91-2

perception of reef threats 32-4

compliance to legislation 152

compliance by visitors to Park 59-66, 169-70

conservation of species 36, 39-41, 153

consultancy services 156-7

control framework 151

coral reefs

bleaching 18, 21, 50, 79, 93

diseases 18-20

finfish fishery 51

health assessment 17-21

coral collection fisheries 49-52

coral cover, long-term monitoring 17-21

Coral Triangle Initiative 15

corporate governance 10-11

corporate services 36, 93-8

crab fisheries 49, 51

CRC Reef Research Centre 27-30

crown-of-thorns starfish (COTS) 3-4, 18-21,
55, 78

cruise ship access 55-6

CSIRO 178

cultural heritage management 41-4, 69-70

customer debt management 12

cyclones/wild weather 18-21, 68

D 

databases 43, 77

reef visitors 95

Day-to-Day Management 59-70, 156

financial statements 180-95

Defence, liaison with  72

Department of the Environment, Water,
Heritage and the Arts 2, 37, 41, 51, 80

disability strategy 14, 174-6

diseases of coral 18-20

dive-based fisheries 49, 51

diving and snorkelling 53, 55, 160

dolphin conservation 40

dugong conservation 14, 40-3, 67

dwarf minke whale tourism 55

E

East Coast Fisheries 24-6, 40, 51

East Coast Inshore Finfish Fishery 40

ECO Certification Program 54

ecologically sustainable development 14, 168-
74

ecosystem based fisheries management 52

ecosystem health/resilience 37

ecosystem protection 26-7

Ecotourism Australia 54-5, 87

education and communication 63-4, 80-91

employees 96, 158-9

energy management 87, 95, 172-4

Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999, 14, 24, 41, 44, 48-
9, 168

environmental impact management 71-2, 172-3

Environmental Management Charge 5, 12, 53,
56-7, 72-3, 95

environmental performance 14, 48, 168-74

Environmental Protection (Sea Dumping) Act
1981, 169

Environmental Research Ethics Advisory
Committee 11, 155

equal employment opportunity 97, 158-9

Erubam Le Land Use Agreement 69

executive 36-7

expenses 5, 103

export from fisheries 25

external accountability 152

external audit 100-103, 152-3

Eye on the Reef Monitoring Program 54, 79,
170
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F

facilities management 67-9

Far North Queensland 2025 Regional
Infrastructure and Development Plan 48

field management 2-4, 36, 57-70, 156

fin fish fisheries 49, 51-2, 153

Financial Management and Accountability Act
1997, 2, 4, 8, 11, 94, 153

financial performance, summary 4-6

financial statements 99-146

Day-to-Day Management 180-95

fires on islands 68

fish catch limits 50

fish spawning aggregations 52

fisheries management 3, 24-6, 36, 49-52

foreign fishing vessels 60

Fisheries Reef Advisory Committee 52, 153

Fisheries Regulation 1995, 52

Fisheries Regulation 2008, 52

Fraud Control Plan 11

freedom of information 13, 38, 155-6

funding 4, 58-9

G 

Garrett AM, Peter  ii, 9

general managers 36

Girringun TUMRA 42

government inquiries 13, 48

Great Barrier Reef

Audit Committee 150-3

catchment wetlands mapping 47

Climate Change Action Plan 2007-2012, 2-3,
80, 92-3

Ministerial Council ii, 8, 149-50

see also Local Marine; Outlook Report;
environmental research ethics; zoning
plans

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act 1975, 2, 8,
10-11, 24, 169

amendments 8-9, 13

review 9, 149

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Amendment
Bill 2007, 9, 13

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

committees 11, 149-55

financial performance 4-6

financial statements 99-146

fraud control plan 11

funding 58-9

Marine Monitoring Program 21-3

members 10-11, 148-9

Minister ii, 9

regional offices 2

Representative Areas Program 26-7

risk management 11, 151

Service Charter 14

Sustainable Fishing Group 52

Workplace Agreement 96-7

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2008, 9

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Regulations
1983, 52

Green Island 58

Green Zones 3, 26-7, 78

grouper mortality 52

Gungandji TUMRA 69

H 

Halifax Bay Wetlands National Park 48

hard coral cover, long-term monitoring 17-21

Heritage Strategy 44

historic stories of Reef 83-4

House of Representatives Standing Committee
on Climate Change Water, Environment
and the Arts 13, 48

Human Resources Management 95-6

hunting by Indigenous people 34, 41, 60-1, 69
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I 

illegal fishing/hunting in Park 52, 60

image services 76-7

impact assessment 36

impact management/planning 70-4

incidents/offences in Park 38, 62-5

income 4

indemnities and insurance premiums 13

Indigenous people 14

fishing 50, 52, 69

hunting 34, 41

land and sea management 43, 69

liaison unit 41-5

partnerships 36, 60, 69-70, 153-5

TUMRAs 3, 14, 41-3

Indigenous Place Names 42

Indigenous Reef Naming Strategy 42

Indigenous Special Tourism Permissions 55

Indigenous Stakeholder Forum 42

Indigenous tourism 41-2

information technology 76

Innovative Science for Sustainable
Management of Coral Reef Biodiversity
79-80

Inquiry into Climate Change and
Environmental Impacts on Coastal
Communities 48

inshore net fisheries 49, 51

Integrated Planning Act 1997, 48

intelligence reporting and analysis 65-6

internal audit 11, 152

international involvement 15-16

J, K

James Cook University 41, 55, 67, 178

Key Performance Indicators 17-34

L

leasing of Commonwealth Islands 4

legal actions 9, 13

Legal Services 37-8

legislation 8-10

amendments 2

compliance 152

library and image services 76-7, 174

litigation 38

lobster fisheries 49, 51

Local Marine Advisory Committees 11, 13, 37,
42, 79, 92, 154-5

M 

Mamu TUMRA 3, 41-3

maps and mapping iv, 77-8

Marine and Tropical Sciences Research Facility
27-30, 55, 74, 79-80, 176-7

Marine Aquarium Fish Fishery 51-2

Marine Monitoring Program 3, 48-9, 79-80

Marine Park Management 36

marine water see water

members of Authority 10-11, 148-9

mining in Park prohibited 172

Minister ii, 9

Ministerial Council ii, 8, 149-50

Ministerial Services 38-9

moorings 56, 67-8, 71

mussels  72

N 

NAIDOC celebrations 42

National Action Plan for Salinity and Water
Quality 12

National Climate Change and Fisheries Action
Plan 51-2

National Climate Change Framework 3

Native Title issues 42

natural and cultural resource protection 67-9

Natural Heritage Trust 4, 12

news releases and media interviews 82

AR00708_SectionEF  18/11/08  6:19 PM  Page 205



206 I THE GREAT BARRIER REEF MARINE PARK AUTHORIT Y I ANNUAL REPORT 2007-2008 I

'no take' areas 3, 26-7, 78

nutrients 3, 21-3

O

Occupational Health and Safety 97-8, 159-60

ocean temperatures 33, 67, 93

offences/incidents in Park 38, 62-5

oil spills 68

Ombudsman 13

organisation structure 9, 96

outcomes and outputs 16-17, 39-98, 171

Outlook Report 2, 36-7, 40, 52, 56, 83-4

Indigenous partnerships 153-5

reference group/taskforce 37

P

Parliamentary committees 13

parliamentary liaison 38-9

partnerships 2-5, 12, 47

see also community, Indigenous

performance payments 96

permits 71-2

for tourism 52-56

Permits Compliance and Management System
5, 56, 73-4, 95

personnel security management 12

pest control work 68-9

pesticides 21-3

planning/impact management 36, 70-4

pollution of water 21-3, 33-4, 45-9, 68

Port Authorities 72

Portfolio Budget Statements 5-6

Portfolio Reference Group 37

prosecutions of users 64-5

protected areas 26-7

protected species 40-1

public accountability 11-16

Public Information Unit 82

public understanding of threats to reef 32-4

publications 27-30, 160-8

Q 

Queensland Department of Primary Industries
and Fisheries (QDPI&F) 24, 50-2

Queensland Environmental Protection Agency
43, 46-7

Queensland Fisheries Act 1994, 50-2

Queensland Government 3-4, 10

agencies 37, 45-9

Queensland Inshore Finfish Fishery 51

Queensland Parks and Wildlife 4, 58, 179

Queensland Shark Control Program 41

Queensland Wetlands Program 22, 46-9

R

recreation and tourism 13, 31-32, 34, 52-7

recreational fishing 50-2

Reef Advisory Committees 37, 80, 153-5

Reef Beat 45, 48, 86

Reef Check 79

Reef education and communication 63-4, 80-91

reef fin fish fisheries 49

Reef Guardian Council Program 47

Reef Guardian Schools program 3, 81-6, 92,
170

Reef HQ Aquarium 12, 81-2, 87-91

disability strategy 174

revenue 4, 6, 88

reef line fishery 50

Reef Plan 4, 21-3, 45-9, 79, 168

Reef and Rainforest Research Centre 48, 79,
177

Reef Recollections 83-4

Reef Rescue Plan 42

Reef visitor database 95

Reef Watch 45

Reef Water Quality Partnership 47
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Reef Water Quality Protection Plan 4, 21-3, 45-
9, 79, 168

ReefTemp 93

regional offices 2, 91-2

Regional Partnerships Program 12

regional shows 83

Reichelt, Russell ii, 2-3, 10, 36, 148-9

Research and Monitoring Coordination 78-80

research funded 176-9

resources 5-6

revenue 4

Review Report 8-9

risk management 11-12, 151

role 8

roles and responsibilities 8

of Audit Committee 151-3

Rolfe, Ross 10, 148

runoff water 3

S 

safety training 98

school curriculum unit 45

scientific and technical information 74-80

scientific and technical publications 27-30,
160-8

scientific support 80

Scott, Evelyn 10, 148

sea country use 3

research 41-3

sea cucumber fisheries 49

sea level rising 34

sea surface temperature 67, 93

seabirds 68-9, 74

SeaRead 82

sediment in runoff water 3, 21-3

Service Charter 14

shark  fisheries 49, 51

sharks 40-1, 50-1

shifting baselines concept 83-4

shipping 68, 72, 172

Sightings Network 54

Skeat, Andrew 10, 36, 150

Smith, Ken 10, 149

snorkelling and diving 53, 55

social justice and equity 13

social surveys 79

Spatial Data Centre 77-8

species conservation  36, 39-41, 153

staff 5-6, 94-5, 158-9

fishery scientist exchange 52

publications 27-30, 160-8

State Coastal Management Plan 48

State of the Great Barrier Reef Online 52

statement of cash flows 106

statement of changes in equity 105

Story Place 43

bibliography 77

Strategic Policy Communication and
Government 36

surveillance of Park 61-2

sustainable fishing group 52

T

tag and release fishing 50

Tanzer, John 10, 36, 150

technical and scientific publications 27-30

tourism 13, 79

permits 52-6

tourism and recreation 36, 52-7

Tourism and Recreation Reef Advisory
Committee 42, 55, 153

tourism research 55-6

Traditional Owners 3, 41-2, 67-8, 170

Profile Database 44

Traditional Use of Marine Resources
Agreements (TUMRAs) 3, 14, 41, 93

training 69-70, 96, 98, 159

tourism staff 56-7
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trawl fisheries 49

Turnbull, Malcolm 9

turtle conservation 14, 40-2, 67, 74, 93

harvest 43

U, V

University of Queensland 179

value-added contribution of tourism 53

vessel sinking/groundings 68, 72

videoconferencing at ReefHQ 90-1

visitation data 31-2, 52

volunteers 89

vulnerable species 67

W

water efficiency 34, 173-4

water quality 18, 21-3, 33-4, 36, 83

acidity 34

improvement plans 48-9, 79, 154, 168

monitoring 3-5, 48-9, 79-80

pollution 45-9

website 84

wetlands 46-9

whale conservation 40-1, 55

Whitsundays Plans of Management 71

Wildlife Trade Operation 25

Woppaburra TUMRA 42-3

workplace 96-7

disability strategy 175-6

World Heritage Area 39, 44-5, 49, 56

World Heritage Committee 15

Wuthathi ILUA 69

Wuthathi TUMRA 3, 41-3, 93

Y, Z 

Yarrabah TUMRA 69

zoning plans 2, 4, 8, 71, 78, 92, 168

compliance 83

and fishing interests 50

maps for users 81
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