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                                                to the Hinchinbrook region, the meeting of two of                                                                                                                                             
                            Queenslandõs unique natural features - the Great Barrier Reef and the      
          Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. 

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) and the Department of   
Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) work together to protect the Great Barrier 
Reef and manage the coastal area as a multiple use marine park. 

If youõre out on the water enjoying what the region has to offer, there are a few things 
you need to be aware of, such as different zones, transit lanes and Dugong Protection 
Areas. These are designed so you can enjoy yourself  on the water while ensuring       
conservation of the regionõs beautiful habitat and the animals that live there. 

Before you head out on the water, ensure you know where you can go and what the rules 
are. Remember there are Marine Park Zones, anchoring regulations and National Park 
rules. 

Copies of introductory guides to Marine Park zoning and detailed zoning maps are 
available from EHP and GBRMPA. 

For information on national park restrictions, contact EHP: www.ehp.qld.gov.au 

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANC E  

The sea country Traditional Owner groups of the Girringun Region include the Djiru, 
Gulnay, Girramay, Bandjin, Warragamay and Nywaigi people. They are all members of 
Girringun Aboriginal Corporation.  

Their sea country includes all the flood plains and coastal areas between North Maria 
creek near Mission Beach, south to Rollingstone, as well as the offshore islands and  
waters surrounding Munamadany (Hinchinbrook), Yunngi (Goold), Brook and 
Coonanglebah (Dunk) islands. 

The sea country Traditional Owners of Girringun were 
the first to sign an accredited Traditional Use of Marine 
Resources Agreement (TUMRA) in the Great Barrier 
Reef. The agreement, which applies to sea country between 
Mission Beach and Rollingstone, is specifically designed to 
ensure traditional use is ecologically sustainable while still 
fulfilling indigenous aspirations and needs. 
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The Girringun TUMRA area is also included in the Girringun Indigenous Protected Area, 
declared in June 2013. Girringun Traditional Owners manage their sea country within the 
Marine Park whilst continuing their cultural practices associated with hunting and fishing, 
which have been passed on through their traditional and cultural laws. The sea, its natural 
resources, and their identity as Traditional Owners are inseparable.    

As part of the TUMRA, Traditional Owner groups in the Girringun region have decided to 
voluntarily limit their take of green turtles and dugongs in specific areas under a traditional 
authority system.  

The spiritual and physical health of Traditional Owners is connected to their ability to access 
their traditional country. They are not only concerned about the protection of sites and      
species, but making sure that their own access to country and all of its resources continues. 

For more information about the Girringun Aboriginal Corporation and its programs,      
phone (07) 4066 8300 or visit girringun.com.au 

ISLANDS 

Hinchinbrook Island  

Hinchinbrook Island emerges from shallow waters and 

rises to great heights with a spectacular peak at          

Mt Bowen of over 1100 metres. It also forms the     

eastern boundary of Hinchinbrook channel, a unique 

feature of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area.  

The island, Australiaõs largest 

island National Park, is surrounded by a diversity of marine habitats 

including mangroves, fringing reef and seagrass beds. These habitats 

provide food and shelter to a variety of animals including dugongs, 

turtles and estuarine crocodiles. 

Family Islands 

To the north of Goold island are the Family Islands, which includes Hudson Island to the 

south and Dunk Island to the north. Dunk Islandõs green slopes rise from the sea to a height 

of 270m at Mount Kootaloo. These slopes support a range of vegetation types, including 

rainforests and eucalypt forests. The western side of the island is fringed by coral reefs and 

seagrass beds. 

Hinchinbrook Island  

Mangroves 


