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INTRODUCTION 

 

Reef Explorer has been designed to provide simple online mapping to GBRMPA staff, and streamline the 

ability to answer frequent location based questions.  This document has been provided as an initial user 

help reference, to assist user navigation of the site, and provide an awareness to the toolsets available. 

Reef Explorer has been designed to be update on a regular basis to reflect the changing needs of the 

Authority. Your feedback on the application, the data layers and tools are integral to the continued 

improvement relevance of the information provided in the application.  

To provide feedback on this application please email gis@gbrmpa.gov.au.   
 

USER INTERFACE 
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DATA CONTENT 
 

  

Turn Layers on 

to view in map 
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BASEMAPS 
 

Reef Explorer includes a number of default Basemap layers with content from ESRI and Google API 

catalogues that can be used as a background in the map view.  This includes Satellite Imagery and 

Cartographic backdrops. Google Road is the default basemap for Reef Explorer. 

 

ESRI BASEMAPS 

National Geographic World Map  

Designed as a general reference map for informational and educational purposes and as a basemap for use 

by GIS professionals and others for creating web maps and web mapping applications.  

Light Gray Canvas Map  

This basemap draws attention to your thematic content by providing a neutral background with 

minimal colours.  

Ocean Basemap  

Bathymetry, marine water body names, undersea feature names, and derived depth values in meters.  

World Terrain Base  

Shaded relief imagery, bathymetry, and coastal water features.  

World Imagery  

Satellite imagery for the world and high-resolution imagery for the United States, Great Britain, and many 

metro areas around the world.  

 

GOOGLE BASEMAPS 

Roadmap 

Displays the default road map view which is the default for Google products. 

Satellite  

Displays Google Earth satellite images 

Hybrid  

Displays a mixture of normal and satellite views 

Terrain  

Displays a physical map based on terrain information 
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NAVIGATIONAL TOOLS 
 

Reef Explorer leverages off a Google Maps Interface, and so has similar mouse click navigation. 

  

    
Pan - Click and drag the map to reposition the extent 

 

Zoom 

In 

- Scroll the mouse wheel forward or up to zoom in 

 

- use the zoom level bar to zoom in 

 

 

 

- holding the shift key and the left mouse button draw a rectangle with curser 
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Map 

Details 

- Single click to return the details for all visible layers.  The details returned will be 

similar to the example below.  The arrow keys at the top right of the form can be 

used to step through the returned details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- The area related to the information will be highlighted with a red outline and a 

transparent yellow fill.  

 

  

Scroll Results 

Number of 

Results 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS AND LEGEND 
 

Click the layers in the table of contents that you with to be included in the map.  Adding a new layer to the 

map will also update the legend. To view the legend select the legend pane. 

 

The ordering of the layers cannot be changed in the application.  
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ADDITIONAL TOOLS 
 

Search Tool 
 

The search tool has been designed to allow users to search for a reef, Island, rock cay or zone.  Enter a 

ƴŀƳŜ ƻǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

Reef numbers will need to be in their correct format of NN-NNN e.g. 19-177 for Crab Reef. Zone numbers 

will need to be in the format of ZZ-NN-NN e.g. CP-18-4046 

 

If a reef or zone is found the details will be displayed in the table below the search button, and clicking on 

each individual row, will zoom to that feature. 

 

Enter Name and 

Select Search 

Search 

Results 
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